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L’'UniThéatre audiences 
not “specialized” 


| would like the opportunity to address 
PaulMatwychuk’s article “No plays like 
home” [Vue Weekly, March 29-April 4]. 
First of all, | appreciate Mr 
Matwychuk’s assessment that our com- 
pany, L'UniThéatre, deserves “a lot of 
credit for their commitment to local 
playwrights.” We are indeed proud of 
our record of nurturing and developing 
the works of local Albertan artists, 
which we have been doing since 1992. 

However, | would like to raise a 
slight objection to the insinuation that 
our company should be placed ina 
different category than other mid-size 
theatre companies in Edmonton. For 
example, | do not believe that we are 
catering to a so-called “specialized” 
audience. Naturally, a majority of our 
audience is French-speaking, but we 
look forward to performing for any- 
one, whether they be bilingual, 
French, English or other. Our audience, 
like the audiences of any other compa- 
ny, is specialised only to the extent 
that it enjoys theatre productions. 

As well, a French Albertan playwright 
is still as Albertan as any other, and our 
company is an Albertan one. Therefore, 
we would simply like to be considered 
along side other companies of similar 
size, and not set aside in any way. In 
other words, | believe that every compa- 
ny is different in their own right. —DANieL 
COuRNOYER, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, L'UNITHEATRE 
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Tribal revenge 


Someone just posted a copy of your 
critique of Tribe’s “Next Generation 
DJs” feature [The Tribe has spoken,” 
VURBan Legends, Apr 5-11]. 

Why weren’t any Djs from Alberta 
in this feature? After posting many, 
many requests for DJs from all over the 
country to get involved with this fea- 
ture on the most frequented message 
boards in Canada a month before 
deadline, we only waited until about 
six hours before press time before clos- 
ing the feature to new submissions. 
We printed what we received. Some 
DJs sent photos but no answers to the 
survey, so they were dropped, Other 
DJs sent in the survey but didn’t have 
photos, so they didn’t get in either. 

Now it turns out there are actually 
some DJs in Canada who feel left out. 
All | have to say is: SNAP OUT OF IT! 


We are not psychic! We can only call | 


out requests for info until we are blue 
in the face and until we get no more 
responses. Our website gets over 1.5 
million page views a month, and many 
visitors are DJs from across Canada. 
We kept reminding people on our site 
and on message boards across Canada 
about this feature right up to our 
deadline. Why DJs from Alberta never 
responded to our call | have no idea. 

It is not fair to whine now that the 
feature is printed and you aren't in it. 
Perhaps when something like this comes 
along (and, frankly, only Tribe would even 
consider doing such a feature to support 
new talent) you just have to send in your 
stuff. —Avex D., eprTor/PUBLISHER, TRIBE 
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By DAVID STUART 


The great dictator 


This is the third column in my series 
about the dangers facing democracy 
in Canada, as trends begun in the last 
century (and especially in the last three 
decades) belie the country’s ostensible 
political system in which every voter's 
interest is equally defended by an 
elected representative. 

Already we are far from this ideal 
of parliamentary democracy. If you live 
in a riding with a prime minister or a 
cabinet member as your MP, you're 
assured that your representative wields 
real political power—just ask any hotel 
investor in Shawinigan. (Of course, 
there’s no guarantee this MP will pay 
any special attention to his or her con- 
stituents when deciding policy for the 
country as a whole.) But if your MP is 
in opposition—or, even worse, a gov- 
ernment backbencher—you only 
count at election time, if then. 

This is a point I’ve touched on in 
my two previous articles: in Canada, 
most of the power is concentrated in 
the cabinet, and especially the prime 
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By JEFF COHEN 
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Dubya standard? 


Imagine that while Bill Clinton was 
President, Secret Service agents had 
gone to fetch Chelsea Clinton’s 
boyfriend from jail, where he’d been 
arrested for public drunkenness. One 
could imagine days of righteous indig- 
nation on talk radio and pundit televi- 
sion about misuse of the Secret 
Service and the lack of dignity sur- 
rounding the Clinton family. 

In fact, the Secret Service did go to 
the aid of a drunken friend of the First 
Family, but it wasn't big news—per- 
haps because it involved not the Clin- 
tons, but the family of George W. Bush. 

The incident occurred in Fort 
Worth on February 25 when a “very 
intoxicated” college student was arrest- 
ed at a rowdy fraternity party and was, 
according to the county sheriff, “very 
vocal” that his girlfriend was George 
W. Bush's teenaged daughter, who’d 
also attended the party. After the stu- 


Capital Letters 


Continued from page 2 


minister. They dictate policy to gov- 
ernment backbenchers, who must 
vote in favour of their policy because 
they make every vote in the Com- 
mons a vote of confidence; i.e., if they 
lose, the whole government must 
resign. Backbenchers are cajoled into 
being mere rubber stamps instead 
of—as is their explicitly stated consti- 
tutional function—participants in the 
decision-making process. 

Add to this the power wielded by 
non-elected employees of the Prime 
Minister’s Office and by non-elected 
deputy ministers who see their cabinet 
ministers come and go but who influ- 
ence important policy decisions (espe- 
cially early in ministers’ tenure, when 
they’re still familiarizing themselves 
with their portfolios) for decades. 

Democracy is in danger in Cana- 
da. And one of the reasons is the fact 
that Canada lacks an important stop- 
gap that exists in most other parlia- 
mentary democracies around the 
world: the power of the caucus of 
elected MPs to choose—and depose— 
their party leaders; in the case of the 
governing party, their prime minister. 

Even in Britain, after whose parlia- 
ment Canada’s and many other coun- 
tries’ were modelled, has this important 
check and balance. In 1990, then-PM 
Margaret Thatcher, who wielded enor- 
mous power in her country, was uncer- 
emoniously dumped by the 
Conservative caucus in favour of John 
Major. In the U.K., India, Norway, Italy, 
Thailand, Australia, New Zealand, Japan 
and Ireland there is a long tradition of 
parties dumping their leaders while 
they were in power. In most of these 
countries, you have to go back decades 
to find a party leader who left of his or 
her own accord. The caucus sees an 
election coming a few years away, loses 
confidence in its leader's ability to carry 








dent used his cellular phone to make a 
call from his cell, Secret Service agents 
quickly arrived to get him out. Bush’s 
daughter reportedly waited outside the 
jail in a Secret Service vehicle. 

The White House wouldn’t com- 
ment on the matter and the story dis- 
appeared from the news in a day. (On 
Fox News, Brit Hume made it appear 
that the First Daughter, not Secret Ser- 
vice agents, freed the youth from jail.) 

Now imagine that in support of 
President Clinton’s top policy initiative, 
the Democrats had staged an elabo- 
rate photo opportunity timed for the 
evening news—with an embarrassing 
memo surfacing to expose a Democra- 
tic plan to deceive the media and the 
public. One could imagine the nation- 
al press and pundit corps howling like 
wolves about the deviousness of the 
administration and its supporters. 

Indeed, a deceptive memo was 
recently leaked to the Washington Post, 
but it wasn’t the work of the Clin- 
tonites. The memo was circulated by 
the National Association of Manufactur- 
ers in response to a call from the office 
of Republican House Speaker Dennis 
Hastert. It urged corporate lobbyists to 
camouflage themselves as working class 
folks for a GOP rally on Capitol Hill in 
support of Bush’s tax cut plan. 

“The theme involves working 
Americans,” said the memo. “The 
Speaker's office was very clear in say- 


them to victory and chooses someone 
else with enough time left for the new 
leader to consolidate support and pop- 
ularity and get the party elected. 

Perhaps nothing serves to high- 
light the difference between Canada 
and other parliamentary democracies 
as the frequency with which cabinet 
members in other countries resign— 
because they think they can get more 
work done as backbenchers, not muz- 
zled by cabinet solidarity. 

In Canada’s first parliament in 1867, 
Prime Minister Sir John A. MacDonald 
was selected by his caucus—and there- 
fore had to keep those MPs’ interests in 
mind when determining policy. He 
could not arrogantly dictate to back- 
benchers how to vote (as Chrétien can), 
for not only did he not have the power 
to threaten an election (because back 
then not every vote in the Commons 
was a confidence vote); he had to lobby 
them and consider their interests and 
keep their support because they could 
remove him from power in a heartbeat. 

Then in 1919, the Liberal party, 
which had been left in tatters, bitterly 
divided with some of its MPs in govern- 
ment and some in opposition, and 
which was in a panic over the recent 
death of the only man who had ever 
proved able to unite the party, Sir Wil- 
fred Laurier, turned a policy convention 
it had planned into the first leadership 
convention in Canada. An unknown 
politician named William Lyon 
MacKenzie King parlayed his recent 
opposition to conscription into a 
majority vote and quickly made his 
caucus understand that since they did- 
n‘t choose him, they couldn't tell him 
what to do, He ruled the Liberal Party 
with an iron fist for the next 29 years, 
21 of them as prime minister. He lost 
two elections yet stayed on as leader, a 
power grab that would be unheard of 
in a party whose leader was chosen by 
an often-skittish caucus. 

When the Canadian Alliance held 
its leadership convention last year, for 


ing that they do not need people in 
suits. If people want to participate— 
AND WE DO NEED BODIES—they 
must be DRESSED DOWN, appear to 
be REAL WORKER types, etc. We plan 
to have hard hats for people to wear.” 
The political director of the manufac- 
turers’ association, who normally 
wears a suit and tie, attended the 
Republican rally in a faded farmers’ 
hat, rugby shirt and green pants. 

The Capitol Hill photo op, with its 
sea of hard hats, looked good on TV for 
the Bush team and their tax cut. Media 
outrage over the deception was rare. 

The flip side of the press corps’ 
often-justified obsession with Clinton 
administration spin and flimflam 
seems to be an overly gullible view of 
the Bush camp. Soft coverage of the 
new administration extends to policy 
matters. Case in point: a recent Wash- 
ington Post article headlined “Richest 
1% Will Get 22% of Cut, Bush Says,” 
which served up White House propa- 
ganda as news. Only a close reader of 
the story would notice that Bush’s 
claim was based on the omission of 
two key components of his tax plan: 
estate tax repeal and income tax rate 
cuts that kick in big-time in 2006. 
Consideration of the full Bush plan 
shows the richest one per cent getting 
roughly 40 per cent of the cut. 

If a newspaper blandly repeats 
what it knows to be misleading propa- 


the first time every single 
member of a party was 
allowed to vote for a leader 
instead of riding representa- 
tives at the convention. 
Media reaction to this vote 
was varied: praise from some 
for the Alliance’s commit- 
ment to grassroots democra- 
cy on the one hand, to 
sneering from others at the 
technological problems that 
arose from telephone ballot- 
ing. Yet even those members 
of the media most opposed to Stock- 
well Day (who never would have beat- 
en Preston Manning if the party 
caucus had chosen its own leader) and 
the Reform/Canadian Alliance never 
dared question the party's commit- 
ment to democracy. For what could be 
more democratic than a complete poll 
of party members? 

The problem is this generally 
accepted maxim that the more votes 
a process has, the more democratic it 
is. This statement has such apparent 
logic that it is rarely questioned. Yet it 
is not true: paradoxically, the interests 
of democracy are often served by “un- 
democratizing” certain processes. 

Canada has the technology now to 
put every policy decision directly in the 
hands of voters, to hold a plebiscite or 
referendum on all government deci- 
sions. Yet nobody is even considering 
this action, even though it would be 
extremely “democratic” by popular 
standards. It is recognized that tough 
and unpopular decisions sometimes 
have to be made—decisions that 
would never pass a plebiscite. Govern- 
ment by the people would result only 
in decisions that were popular, or at 
least unobjectionable, not ones that 
were best for the country. The people 
vote their political franchise into the 
hands of elected representatives, who 
as experts in politics are supposed to 
be able to make the right decisions. 
Too bad most of these representatives 


ganda, “then the paper is prepared to 
be lied to about anything,” concluded 
media critic Bob Somerby of Daily- 
Howler.com in his analysis of the Post 
article. “Post readers were wholly, 
completely deceived.” 

Despite the frequent complaints of 
“liberal bias,” studies of presidential 
news coverage—including Mark Herts- 
gaard’s On Bended Knee: The Press and 
the Reagan Presidency and Robert Ent- 
man’s Democracy Without Citizens— 
suggest that the last two Democratic 
presidents received tougher media 
scrutiny that the last two Republicans. 

Have Washington reporters perhaps 
been intimidated by the GOP’s inces- 
sant charges of liberal bias? In 1992, 
Republican National Chair Rich Bond 
acknowledged that intimidation is 
indeed a goal of media-bashing from 
the right: “There is some strategy to it,” 
Bond told journalists at the Republican 
national convention in Houston. “I’m a 
coach of kid’s basketball and Little 
League teams. If you watch any great 
coach, what they try to do is ‘work the 
refs’ [meaning the media]. Maybe the 
ref will cut you a little slack next time.” 

It's probably less intimidation 
than an instinct toward propping up 
the ship of state that has prompted 
news media to legitimize George W. 
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William Lyon Mackenzie King 


are virtually powerless. 

Even many members of Jean Chré- 
tien’s party recently wanted him to 
step aside in favour of Paul Martin. Yet 
there was no serious push to unseat 
him: in Britain, all it would take to 
change leaders would be a simple 
caucus vote. Yet in Canada, only a 
leadership convention can remove a 
party head, and instead of the wheel- 
ing and dealing behind closed doors 
that are every politician’s stock in 
trade, a movement to depose a leader 
in a convention would be played out 
in plain view of the media and the 
voters and would too seriously divide 
and weaken the party to even be con- 
sidered as an option. 

So Jean Chrétien, like Brian Mul- 
roney and Pierre Trudeau and John 
Diefenbaker and William Lyon 
Mackenzie King before him, has a 
guaranteed post so long as his party 
remains in power, a situation that 
seems quite likely to continue indefi- 
nitely. He wields enormous power and 
can virtually order any other govern- 
ment member around with impunity 
and without threat of challenge. - 

There’s a word for this: dictator- 
ship. By arriving in his position 
through a “democratic” process, our 
prime minister is virtually impossible 
to remove from power. And it is this 
latter threat, not the proliferation of 
votes throughout the process, that is ° 
the essence of democracy. O oe 
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WVUENEWS 
YOUR ALTERNATIVE GUIDE TO 
WHAT'S REALLY GOING ON... 


BEC SUMMIT 


QueBec CiTY—When Summit of the 
Americas organizers decided to hold this 
month's high-level free trade talks in the 
Quebec capital, they no doubt thought 
the city’s charming Old World European 
atmosphere would suitably impress 
international delegates. But they proba- 
bly should have spent a little more time 
asking themselves what the separatist 
government of the host province would 
say about the whole event. 

Quebec premier Bernard Landry’s 
request to speak at the summit was 
turned down by the feds, ostensibly 
because he’d embarrass Ottawa by 
bringing up the dreaded “s” word: 
sovereignty. Realizing that holding the 
gathering in its own backyard has its 
advantages—big advantages—the 
Quebec government plans to retaliate 
for this political muzzling by erecting 
a giant electronic billboard on the 
National Assembly grounds, which 
happen to be right across from the 
convention centre where 9,000 dele- 
gates will meet from April 20 to 22. 

The 12-metre-high, 13.5-metre- 
wide billboard, which will cost about 
$100,000 to set up, will display mes- 
sages like “Quebec: A nation of Amer- 
ica and of the future.” Moreover, 
every provincial government building 
near the summit site will be adorned 
with Quebec flags. 

“They can’t stop us from having 
ideas to express our positions and 
highlight Quebec,” the province’s 
Minister of International Affairs, Louise 
Beaudoin, said to the Globe and Mail. 
“| would simply say that if the Canadi- 
an government did not want to see 
Quebec flags or a giant screen at the 
National Assembly, all it had to do was 
hold the event elsewhere.” 

Should the feds try to block Que- 
bec’s message with a PR campaign of 
their own, they won't find Quebec 
City’s municipal government very 
accommodating. “We cannot issue a 
contradictory building permit,” mayor 
Jean-Paul L’Allier said when asked if 
Ottawa could try to block views of the 
jumbo billboard with Canadian flags 
or other benign propaganda. 

The provincial government's protest 
plans go beyond public shit-disturbing, 
too. Shut out of the official summit pro- 
ceedings, Landry and several cabinet 
ministers may attend the parallel Peo- 
ple’s Summit, where activists will talking 
about hemispheric free trade's impact 
on the environment and human rights. 

In other summit-related news, plans 
continue to develop for a Mohawk-led 
initiative to help American activists get 





into Canada to protest. The Akwesasne _ 


reserve near Cornwall, Ontario is in 
both Canada don Yor te With 
Canadian guards on the lookout 


for Americans heading to Quebec, 
ready to turn them back over any tech- 
nicality, some Mohawks have hatched a 
scheme to subvert the crackdown. 
“The reason we're helping them is 





YOUR LIES ARE 
BIGGER THAN 
MY LIES Hl 


that we align ourselves with their 
protests as the poor people of Cana- 
da, the U.S. and Mexico,” Akwesasne 
resident John Boots said to the Mon- 
treal Gazette, “It's amazing how many 
of our aspirations are parallel.” 

On April 19, Mohawks intend to 
use sheer numbers to occupy an inter- 
national bridge over the St. Lawrence 
River and escort several thousand peo- 
ple across. “It looks like it’s going to be 
a large group of people,” Boots said 
about the contingent, which could 
total 7,000 people. “So Mohawk hos- 
pitality being what it is, we just want 
to show these protesters the way.” 

“It’s about pride,” added Mohawk 
organizer Shawn Brant. “It’s about 
asserting ourselves in a legitimate way. 
It's about showing our opposition to the 
FTAA [Free Trade Area of the Americas]. 
The track record [from NAFTA] shows 
indigenous people are excluded from 
the economic benefits. We do not want 
20 or 30 other countries’ indigenous 
people subjected to this same thing.” 

With the summit just days away, 
meanwhile, the various police agencies 
working together on security issues 
held a press conference last week to jus- 
tify the unprecedented buildup of 
force—a combined total of more than 
6,000 officers, the largest police pres- 
ence in Canadian history. “There is a 
Teal threat at the Summit of the Americ- 
as,” said Florent Gagne, director-gener- 
al of Quebec's provincial police. “There 
are groups who are prepared, there are 
groups who have planned very precise 
actions that we know about for the 
most part. You would have to be naive 
to think that there is not a threat hang- 
ing over the Quebec City summit. 

“We know that some groups are 
preparing violent acts and that they 
want to prepare spectacular acts to 
get international attention from the 
press,” Gagne continued. “We have to 
be ready for that sort of situation and 
we are going to be ready.” 

“What is important for us,” added 
RCMP commander Pierre Lange, “is 
that everything unfolds in an orderly 


and calm way. But we are perfectly 
aware that this is not always entirely 
possible.” —DAN RuBINSTEIN 


Summit stamp 
rankles NDP 


OTTAWA—The federal NDP is aghast 
over Canada Post's plan to issue a 
stamp commemorating the Summit of 
the Americas. 

The Summit, which goes ahead in 
two weeks in Quebec City, will see 
delegates from all American zones dis- 
cussing freer trade routes throughout 
the hemisphere—and, like the WTO 
summits in Seattle and Prague, scores 
of protests are expected. 

NDP MP Pat Martin issued a state- 
ment wondering why Canada Post 
would issue a stamp to commemorate 
a summit that so many Canadians are 
against in principle—and one that 
threatens the same specter of unrest 
as Seattle. “A nice shot of Hughie pep- 
per spraying college kids at APEC or 
the miles and miles of barricades that 
will be surrounding the summit area 
would both be interesting stamps,” 
chided Martin. 

Making Canada Post’s decision 
even more puzzling is the fact that 
they are in the midst of a large lawsuit 
with American-based shipping giant 
UPS, which is using NAFTA clauses to 
argue that Canada Post is offering 
unfair and illegal competition to pri- 
vate carriers looking to expand their 
business north of the 49th parallel. 

“The irony of the stamp is glar- 
ing,” Martin said. “With Canada Post 
facing a $230 million NAFTA lawsuit 
by UPS, the world’s largest courier 
company, you would think Canada 
Post would know first-hand the poten- 
tially devastating effects of the pro- 
posed Free Trade Area of the Americas 
to public services.” 

Martin's criticism comes several 
months late; according to the Canada 
Post archive, the plans to issue the 
Summit of Americas stamp were 
announced last September 1. Yes, 





there was an election campaign to 
fight, but the fact the New Democrats 
waited until the month of the summit 
to attack the stamp smacks of political 
opportunism. —STEveN SANDOr 


ENERGY 


Chrétien doesn’t get 
carded during Alberta 
visit 


CatcarY—Prime Minister Jean Chrétien 
killed two birds with one stone on a visit 
to Alberta last week. At a luncheon with 
the brood from the Canadian Associa- 
tion of Petroleum Producers in Calgary, 
the crafty Chrétien managed to tackle 
western alienation and the energy crisis 
in the United States in the same speech. 

“We have fantastic potential and 
opportunities—the United States needs 
Canadian energy,” the PM said about 
the possibility of Alberta oilsands devel- 
opments feeding a thirsty American 
economy. “| have every confidence that 
we will be able to make the Canada- 
U.S. energy relationship grow and pros- 
per to the benefit of both consumers 
and producers, and that we will do 
without sacrificing our Canadian energy 
needs or sovereignty.” In other words: if 
| help you folks out west get even rich- 
er, maybe more of you will vote Liberal 
in the next federal election—and the 
Americans will sure be smiling, too. 

This tactic also helps Chrétien 
cleverly avoid the dangers of playing 
negative politics with the Americans. 
Canada’s environment minister David 
Anderson is hearing increasing calls to 
play the “energy card”—i.e., access to 
our tantalizing oil and natural gas 
reserves—to pressure the Bush admin- 
istration to stick closer to the Kyoto 
Protocol for greenhouse gas emis- 
sions. Even European Union environ- 
ment commission Margot Wallstrom 
wants Canada to use a little leverage. 

Instead of playing the energy card, 
however, Chrétien seems willing to 
stick close to the Americans and div 
up the winnings. —Dan RUBINSTEIN 


WUEPOINT 


By DAN RUBINSTEIN 
a 


Down in the valley 


As these words are being written 
on Tuesday morning, Edmonton 
city council is embroiled in a hear- 
ing about future development in 
Heritage Valley—5,000 acres of rel- 
atively untouched land in the 
southwest corner of the city. 

The arguments for and against 
development are typical. On one 
side are developers like Jim Brown of 
Sherrick Management Ltd. and 
“growth is good” municipal politi- 
cians like councillor Robert Noce 
and mayor Bill Smith, They argue 
that Edmonton is already bursting at 
the seams, that thousands of people 
will be moving here over the next 
few decades, that we don’t have an 
urban sprawl problem, that a variety 
of housing options on the market 
helps keep prices affordable and 
that if we don’t allow developers to 
build houses for 80,000 people in 
Heritage Valiey—a population larger 
than St. Albert, Sherwood Park and 
Red Deer—incoming residents seek- 
ing large suburban homes will sim- 
ply live outside city limits. 

The anti-development coalition 
includes a mix of individuals and 
interest groups ranging from the 
Sierra Club to David Parker, leader 
of the province’s Green Party. In his 
submission to city council, Parker 
writes about the various reasons 
development in Heritage Valley 
should not proceed: the social costs 
of continuing the “wealthy suburbs 
versus working class inner cities” 
style of urban growth; the environ- 
mental costs of more long com- 
mutes and traffic jams, not to 
mention the destruction of wildlife 
habitats; the old-fashioned econom- 
ic costs of building new schools, 
new sewers and other infrastructure. 

“The experiment of urban 

_sprawl was begun primarily by the 
city of Los Angeles in the early part 

~ of the 20th century,” Parker writes. 
“Los Angeles is now looked upon as 
‘a monumental failure in terms of — 
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Homer-Dixon minds the Gap 


Theorist’s new 
book suggests the 
world is too 
complex to be 
managed 


By CHRISTOPHER WIEBE 


dvertisers, pundits and lazy 
journalists make persistent 
eference to the “bewildering 


pace and complexity” of modern life 
and the increasing amount of infor- 
mation constantly 
bombarding us. 
Despite this “infor- 
mation overload,” 
there remains the con- 
viction that humanity can solve its 
problems with some gadget, some 
theoretical model or computer sys- 
tem that will cut through this dizzy- 
ing volume of material and make a 
course of action clear. 

Thomas Homer-Dixon, head of 
the Peace and Conflict Studies Pro- 
gram at the University of Toronto, 
calls into question our ability to be 
endlessly innovative. “We have 
crossed a critical threshold in the last 
20 or 30 years,” he says. “We've creat- 
ed social and technological systems 
that are more complex than the 
human brain.” His provocative, 
panoramic and accessible book The 
Ingenuity Gap looks at the nature of 
the complexity we face, the many 






areas where it has led to crippling 
(and sometimes intractable) prob- 
lems—world finance and the envi- 
ronment, for instance—and evaluates 
our prospects for managing them. 

Theorists in-the relatively new 
field of “complexity theory” try to 
measure complexity by looking at 
how much information it takes to 
represent the system or developing 
an algorithm that models its behav- 
iour. By all of those standards, every- 
thing from our everyday lives to our 
global financial system is becoming 
increasingly complex. Homer- 
Dixon's “ingenuity gap” describes 
the growing shortfall in 
productive ideas we 
have at our dispos- 
al to apply to the 
problems that arise. 
“We can understand complexity,” he 
cautions, “but that doesn’t mean we 
can predict and manipulate its 
behaviour.” Much of our hubris and 
arrogance about the world, Homer- 
Dixon contends, comes from our 
misplaced faith in our technical 
ingenuity. But that ingenuity doesn’t 
happen in a vacuum but is predicat- 
ed on “social ingenuity”—i.e., ideas 
for better institutions and social 
arrangements—and societies with 
stable governments. 


Plane geometry 
The Ingenuity Gap is crammed with 


examples of how complexity mani- 
fests itself. For example, the current 


The Urban Yo$i 


Tibetan Buddhism in the West 





A public lecture by 
Jesper Jorgensen 


Sunday April 22 
7:30 PM 
University of Alberta 
Humanities Centre HCL3 


Admission $5 Adults / $3 Students & Seniors 


air traffic control crisis in the United 
States grew out of the physics-defy- 
ing problem of trying to squeeze 
more and more flight miles into a 
finite amount of airspace. And then 
there’s the unprecedented load we 
are placing on the Earth’s environ- 
ment, the complexity of which we 
have greatly underestimated. Homer- 
Dixon shows how we are only now 
beginning to understand things such 
as the conveyor belt-like circulation 
of water between upper and deeper 
ocean levels—forces which exert an 
enormous influence on climate and 
may be disrupted to devastating 
effect by global warming. 
Homer-Dixon also looks at the 
world leaders who must publicly grap- 
ple with complexity and who consis- 
tently come across as feeble and 
lacking in “vision.” They appear inad- 
equate, he says, because the world is 
so much less amenable to the leader- 
ship styles of the past: circumstances 
stymie reflective or profound deci- 
sion-making. “Single individuals or 
even powerful groups are no longer 
able to control large social systems,” 
Homer-Dixon explains, “so our sys- 
tems are breaking down into net- 
works, away from hierarchies. But 
within those networks, we still per- 
ceive there is a hierarchy because we 
want to believe there is somebody 
ultimately in charge.” He cites econo- 
mist Allan Greenspan as an absurdly 
venerated figure whose successful 
“handling” of the American economy 


can be attributed as much to serendip- 


ity and luck as anything else. Figures 
like Greenspan nevertheless provide 
the important symbolic illusion of 
coherence to global systems, especial- 
ly during situations like the 1997 
Asian financial crisis. 


Badinage and discipline 


I recently talked with Homer-Dixon, 
who was clearly exhausted and striv- 
ing valiantly to concentrate in the 
middle of a grueling book tour of 
Canada and the U.S. These circum- 
stances are becoming increasingly 
familiar. His vanguard interdiscipli- 
nary research on the links between 
environmental scarcity and political 
instability has marked him as a rising 
star at the University of Toronto and 
attracted the attention of leading U.S. 
policy makers. Homer-Dixon says, 
however, that the long process of 
writing The Ingenuity Gap taxed him 
up to and beyond the limits of his 
ability—he remarks he often felt like 
he was living the “ingenuity gap” he 
was describing. “At one point,” he 
says, “I had 65 piles of books, articles 
and clippings on my office floor, each 
related to a couple of paragraphs of 
my book. It was completely out of 
control. I felt I had 12 balls in the air 
and they were all going to come 
down simultaneously.” 

A large part of his intellectual 
stress came from trying to combine 
ideas from different disciplines. And 
yet, he argues, that is exactly what 


the majority of scholars need to do, 
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because the critical challenges 
humanity faces can only be 
addressed by crossing boundaries 
and combining information from 
many areas of study. The Ingenuity 
Gap is, in the end, a descriptive book 
that resists easy prescriptions. “I’m 
reluctant to provide a checklist of 
solutions at the end,” says Homer- 
Dixon, “because that is a collective 
enterprise.” What he does advocate is 
a more “horizontal global communi- 
ty” that includes the contributions 
and addresses the needs of societies 
in the developing world. “We need 
to create a moral community 
through recognizing each other’s 
essential humanity. That may sound 
trite,” he says, “but a lot of trite 
things are true and need to be said.” © 
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THREE DOLLAR BILL 


By RICHARD BURNETT 





The second coming 


| have no doubt the man called Jesus 
of Nazareth once walked the Earth. It’s 
just that, after so many years of the 
“gospel truth” being peddled by a 
mainly homophobic religious estab- 
lishment, | think Jesus walked it hand 
in hand with other men. | believe he 
was a big fag and his beloved Mary 
Magdalene his fag hag. 

This shouldn’t come as a revela- 
tion to anyone, of course, especially 
the Roman Catholic clergy whose 
North American ranks are overflowing 
with gay priests, hundreds of whom 
are infected with HIV, not to mention 
hundreds more who have already 
died of AIDS. 

Now, | wouldn't exactly call the 
Church a bathhouse, but Christ did 
bequeath us his bathhouse-loincloth 
look and the man did spend all of 
his adult life, uh, hanging out with 
other men. 

| first read about the possibility 
Jesus was gay in the NYC-based Gar- 
land Press's awesome, critically 
acclaimed 1990 Encyclopedia of Homo- 
sexuality. Then | heard of Washington, 
D.C.-born author and Université du 
Québec 4 Chicoutimi professor Robert 


Dole, who pushes the envelope much 
further, charging Jesus was not only 
gay but a schizophrenic heterophobe. 

“The word ‘gay’ didn’t exist back 
then,” Dole, a Harvard graduate, 
explains, “but my major criterion is 
Jesus was a paranoid schizophrenic— 
‘If you are not with me, then you are 
against me.’ That’s what he said. Jesus 
said all kinds of crazy things.” 

Dole believes he has insight into 
Christ's psyche because, after graduat- 
ing from Phillips Exeter Academy (the 
elite American boys school, high 
school to Bush and Gore) he himself 
was locked up in a mental hospital for 
15 months in the mid-1960s for the 
same condition. 

When he was just 16 years old, 
Dole remembers, “I was living in a 
room with a boy named Jeffrey and | 
thought it was my duty to tell him he 
was rooming with a homosexual. This 
was 1962 and he looked so con- 
cerned. But the next night he 
seduced me. Then he couldn’t live 
with what he’d done and went to see 
the school doctor and | was invited to 
see the dean who told me normally 
I'd be expelled. [Instead,] once a 
week for two years, | had to see a psy- 
chiatrist to cure me of my homosexu- 
ality. And he told me I’d never have a 
job or friends and did everything to 
drive me crazy.” 

Jeffrey, meanwhile, killed himself in 
1974. Dole survived, though, and made 
a promise to God: “When | was locked 
up in 1965, | said if God in His mercy 
releases me, | would sing His praises.” 

Dole says that also means spread- 
ing the word that Jesus was, well, a 
crazy homo. “Paul Tillich,” Dole posits, 


“the greatest, most famous Protestant 
theologian of the 20th century, psy- 
choanalyzed Jesus and thought Jesus 
was crazy (see Mark 3:21). But he was 
unable to say so because it would have 
cost him his career.” 

Personally, I’m not so sure about 
all this schizo stuff. Turns out, for a 
not-so-sure non-believer, | seem to 
have as much invested in Jesus as the 
Church. After all, do | really want the 
most famous homosexual who ever 
walked the Earth to be looney tunes? 

“People who have studied the 
Bible know it clearly says Jesus loved 
one of his disciples and that they slept 
together,” says Dole, citing John 
13:23. It’s important to note, Dole 
adds, that the King James version of 
the New Testament says the disciple 
leans on Jesus, while the French, 
Spanish and Italian versions have the 
disciple lying on top of Jesus. 

“I think he was crucified because 
he loved one of his disciples and the 
Jewish religion punished you with 
death if you loved another man,” Dole 
explains. “It didn’t matter to the 
Romans, but on Palm Sunday Jesus 
enters Jerusalem as a hero and five days 
later he’s crucified. My theory is Jesus 
loved one of his disciples—the disciple 
tradition gives the name of John—and 
Judas scat saw them in this position 
and he was jealous and betrayed Jesus 
by telling the authorities.” 

So, this Easter weekend, | plan on 
celebrating Christ’s message of love 
and respect for all humankind, espe- 
cially those pushed to the margins—a 
message, it seems to me, the Roman 
Catholic Church left dead and buried 
two millennia ago. © 
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\z-tin pan alliey 
es 4804 Calgary Trail South 


PASTA HOUSE 
& WINERY 
NOW OPEN 


PASTA BY DAY 
PARTY BY NIGHT 


April 12 
(SIC) Trio 


Warm up to this amazing jazz trio 


April 13 & 14 
Rotting Fruit 


with special guest Welcome 


April 19 
Rhonda Withnell 
Trio 
[Jazz] 

April 20 


Bomba 
[latin] 


CD release party 


April 21 
Recipe From a 
Small Planet 


[funky, soulful, rock n roll] 


CD release party 


April 26 
Dave Babcock Trio 


[Jazz] 


April 27 
Hi-Phoniqs 


[R&B] 
Funkalicious groove 
opening act TBA 


April 28 
Cool Blue Method 


(Funk, psychedelic rock] 


Edmonton's 


Newest 
Hot Spot for 


LIVE 


Entertainment 


call 
702-2060 


for r e info 





tin pana 


Up to $10 per* 
$10-20 per 
$20-30 per 
30 per & up 

* Price per person, before tax & tip 





Badass Jack’s (7 locations inEdmonton and 
area. Call 468-3452 for location nearest you, 
or visut www.badassjacks.com) Edmonton’s 
first and original Californian wraps. $ 


Ber-zerk (8128-103 St., 431-9864) Bigger 
scoops + low prices = A Big Hit! $ 


Le Brasserie (10332 Whyte Ave., 434- 
6597) The freshest burgers, tantalizing 
chicken burgers and homemade pizza, 
pitchers of beer, and Italian pastries. $ 


Booster Juice (multiple locations) Come 
experience a warm, upbeat atmosphere 
with fantastic tasting smoothies! $ 


Cafe Mosaics (10844 Whyte Ave., 433- 
9702) A wide variety of home-made, 
healthy meals, featuring many selections 
for vegetarians. $ 


Hemp Café (10332 - 81 Ave., 988-2098) 
Sandwiches, salads, baked goods and a 
variety of fresh hemp items. Support the 
new attitude—try our Hemp coffee. $ 


Oriental Veggie House (10586-100 St., 
424-0463) Edmonton’s only totally vegetar- 
ian restaurant. $-$$ 

Route 99 Diner (8820-99 St., 432-0968) 
50's diner with an abundance of memora- 
bilia, a jukebox Eat 50’s music and a 
great variety of food. $-$$ 

Sinfully Fresh (9014-112 St. (hub Mall), 
438-3156) Eepueen varieties of healthy low- 
fat wraps. Salads and pitas made to order. $$ 


Bee Bell Bakery (10416-80 Ave, 439-3247) 
“The health bakery” $$ 


ey PRESENTS 





C'est Bon Bakery and Café (7904 104 St., 
434-2849) The best soup and sandwich 
spot in town! Desserts range from puffed 
wheat squares and peanut butter cookies 
to German chocolate cake and cherry pie. 
Non-smoking. $ 


Tree Stone Bakery (8612-99 St., 433- 
5924) Artisan bread shop making pain au 
levain (true French sourdough). af 


Bistro Praha (10168-100 A St., 424-4218) 
The first European Cafe since 1977 and still 
the only one. $$ 


Bridges (9028-Jjasper Ave., 425-0173) Be 
scene! Before the theatre, after the game or 
for an evening of entertainment in itself 


$$$ 


Cafe Select (10016-106 St., 423-0419) 
Offering lunch, dinner and late night din- 
ing in a relaxed atmosphere for over 14 
years. 


Cafe De Ville (10137-124 St., 488-9188) 
Located in Old Glenora, offering a diverse 
and eclectic menu in a warm and inviting 
atmosphere. $$ 


Carole’s Cafe & Catering (10145-104 St., 
425-1824) Creative, comfortable, accom- 
modaeng; Offering a diverse menu of fresh 
pet and a.warm and inviting atmosphere. 
Cilantro’s on 111th (10322-111 St., 424- 
6182) Wide selection of dishes from kiwi 


mussels to blackened cat fish or mini rack 
of lamb. $$ 


Four Rooms (#137 Edmonton Centre, 102 
Ave. & Rice Howard Way, 426-4767) Casual 
dining in an upscale environment, featuring 
a unique international tapas menu. $$ 


Manor Cafe (10109-125 St., 482-7577) 
Remarkable location, flavour and service. 
Great prices on dishes from around the 
world. $$ 


Matess Urban Bistro (8223-104 St., 431- 
0179) The first European bistro since 1996 
and still the only one. Radegast on tap. $$ 


Nina‘s (10139-124 St., 482-3531) 


4 great new pizzas 
at a great introductory price 


Two 12" 


$15.95 


Greek Godd¢ss 


Ecalian Stallion 


Pollo el fuego 


American Pie 


To find out more, call 


473-73-73 
PIZZA 7S 


Better Meal. Better Deal. 





Sophisticated, casual elegance. Live music 
fridays and saturdays. $-$$ 


Russian Tea Room (10312 Jasper Ave., 
426-0000) Best cheesecake in town. A 
quiet and romantic atmosphere; candle- 
light at night to warm your heart. $-$$ 


Stormin’ Norman's (#29 Perron St., St. 
Albert, 460-1699) Cozy bistro offering 
appetizers, fresh salads, steaks, seafood, 
pastas. Cappucinos, lattes & desserts. $-$$ 


Sweetwater Cafe (12427-102 Ave., 488- 
1959) In the heart of Old Glenora, deli- 
ee health conscious dishes made fresh. 


Tasty Tom's Bistro & Bar (9965 Whyte 
Ave., 437-5761) Find a taste explosion on 
the other side of the tracks. Let our chef's 
Tom and Christian entertain you for lunch, 
dinner or a late night snack. $$ 


Aroma Borealis (Coopers & Lybrand 

Building, 211, 10130-103 St., 944-9693) 

Designer sandwiches, latte, cappuccino, 

Pee coffee, & fabulous desserts by 
kopek’s Bake Shop. $ 


Bennys Bagels Cafe on Whyte (10460-82 
Ave., 414-0007) Come for breakfast, lunch, 
or for a latte or cappuccino after a night 
out. Check out our patio for the hot sum- 
mer days. $ 


Bohemia Cyber Café (11012 Jasper Ave., 
429-3442) Comfortable surroundings, 
enjoy our array of productivity and enter- 
tainment software over a chai latte or a 
bowl of peanut soup. $$ 


Café Amande (8523-91 St., 465-1919) 
Featuring fine french cuisine—quiches, 
tortes and crepes. Bakery and pastries. Take 
out catering. Live music Thursdays $ 


Café La Gare (8104-103 St., 433-5138; 
10308A-81 Ave., 439-2969) Smoke-Free. 
Licensed and offers a winning medley of 
culinary delights including vegetarian fare, 
hearty salads, grilled sandwiches, and fresh 
baked goods. 3 


Café Lacombe (10111 Bellamy Hill, The 
Crowne Plaza, Chateau Lacombe, 428- 
6611) The finest in fusion cooking. Best 
breakfast and lunch buffets in town, all day 
a la carte menu and monthly opera din- 
ners. $$$ 


Café Lila’s (10153-97 St., 414-0627) In the 
farmers market. Grilled sandwiches, daily 
specials, European desserts and specialt 
coffees in a smoke free environment. $ 


Cafe on Whyte (10159-Whyte Ave., 437- 





Comfort. Convenience. Red Arrow offers Business Class Service — more 
legroom, laptop plug-ins, fold-down tables, downtown-to-downtown 
pickup and dropoff, private seats, plus complimentary snacks and 
drinks, It's a relaxing environment perfect for getting the job done. 
Make productivity your driving force and travel Red Arrow. 





SINGLE + DOUBLE ROW SEATING * ADVANCE SEAT SELECTION ¢ CORPORATE 


Productive Travel 


4858) Open 24 hours. Plenty of parking. 
Breakfast and lunch specials. Come ani 
enjoy our quiet and friendly atmosphere $ 


Calabash Café (10630-124 St., 414-6625) 
Creative Carribbean cooking in casual yet 
comfortable atmosphere. Lunch, Happy 
Hour, Dinner or Late Night snack. Come for 
the food, stay for the party! $-$$ 


Cappuccino Affair (12808-137 Ave., 
Palisades Square, 457-0709) Friendly staff, 
home-like atmosphere, fireplace, loveseat 
groupings. Light breakfast, lunch or night- 
time snack. $ 


C'est Bon Bistro (10505 Whyte Ave., 439- 
8609). The best soup and sandwich spot in 
town! We laso have a variety of delicious 
wraps, salads and entrées such as shepards 
pie and lasagna, and desserts supplied by 
our own bakery. $-$$ 


Expressionz Café, Market & Meeting 
Place (9142 - 118 Ave., 471-9125) Live 
entertainment Fri & Sat. Artists giftshop. $ 


The Commissary (11750-jasper Ave., 488- 
9019) A large selection of fresh sandwiches, 
salads, soups, casseroles and desserts, to 
stay or to go. $ 


Jazzberrys Too Cafe (10116-124 St., 488- 
1553) Good home style cooking in a 
relaxed environment. Smokers always wel- 
come. $ 


Juliano’s Restaurant & Ca pursing Bar 
(11121-Fast lunches served Trattoria style 
with a more relaxed dinner atmosphere. A 
great place to meet friends! $$ 


Katmandu Coffee Cafe (201, 10 
McKenney Ave., St. Albert, 419-3550) A 
European coffee bar atmosphere in St. 
Albert. 


La Piazza (104588-82 Ave., 433-3512) 
epecialty & European coffee, breakfast 
buns & bagels, home-made soups, sand- 
wiches, bagel melts, lasagna. 


Makapakafe (13042-50 St., 413-4165) No 
place like it in N.E. Edmonton. A huge vari- 
ety of special coffee, nachos, sandwiches, 
wraps. $ 


Market Café (16615-109 Ave., 930-4060) 
Fast, fun and for the family. Featuring daily 
breakfast, lunch & dinner buffet and a 
delightful A La Carte menu. $-$$ 


be 4 on Whyte (10458 Whyte Ave., 433- 
3512) Gourmet coffees, cappuccinos, 
homemade soups, sandwiches, bagels and 
hot lunches. Daily $3.95 lunch special. $ 


Muddy Waters Cappuccino Bar (8211- 
111 St., 433-4390) Great eats & drinks in a 
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comfortable atmosphere. Daily liquor and 
food specials, Catering. $ 


Savoy's Gourmet Health Café (11010-S1 
Ave., 437-7718) South Indian cuisine, vege- 
tarian menu, sandwiches and soups for 
under $3.99. Fruit and vegetable juice bar. 
$ 


Steeps (12411- Stony Plain Rd., 488-1505) 
The original tea café. Huge selection of pre- 
mium loose tea. Sit, sip and savour! Great 
ate ideas, awesome desserts and light 
unches. $ 


Sugar Bowl (10922-88 Ave,, 433-8369) 
The esoteric & eclectic cafe Full espresso 
bar, fresh baking daily. Daily hot specials. 
Live entertainment. 


Sunterra Market (Commerce Place, 201, 
10150 Jasper Ave.) Muffins and pastries 
freshly made at our on-site bakery. $ 


Urban Grind (10124-124 St. 451-1039) 
Come and try our Fresh Fruit Bubble Drink 
in our eclectic atmosphere. Variety of 
spel coffees, mouthwatering 

sserts, homemade soups and sand- 
wiches made fresh when ordered, Open 
until 2a.m. $$ 


Cajun House (7 St. Anne St., St. Albert, 
460-8772) Worth the drive to sample some 
of the best Jambalaya and Gumbo in the 
province. $$ 


Da-De-O (10548-82 Ave., 433-0930) 


Funky-style restaurant in an old-style diner 
on Whyte Ave. $$ 


Louisiana Purchase (10320-111 St., 420- 
6779) Higher-end style of cooking from the 
Bayou & great atmosphere. $$ : 








Barb & Ernie’s (9906-72 Ave., 433-3242) 
One of the best mom & pop operations in 
the city. $$ 

Billiards Club (2 fl. 10505-82 Ave., 432- 
0335) Rack ‘em up and chow down, with 
heaps of burgers & mugs of ale. $ 


Denny's (multiple locations) More than a 
icy reakfast. Open 24 hours. Licensed. 


Devlin’s (10507 - 82 Ave., 437-7489) Now 
serving lunch specials. All soup and sand- 
wich combos for $6.95. Also 1/2 price 


"no anime 


Happy Hour on drinks & food daily. $ 


Fife n’Dekel (9114-51 Ave., 436-9235, 
10646-170 St., 489-6436, 12028-149 St., 
454-5503) Best sandwich award winners in 
the Vue Weekly 2000 golden fork awards. 
$$ 


The Garage Burger Bar and Grill ( 10242- 
106 St., 423-5014) Best home-made burg- 
ers with daily lunch specials at student- 
friendly-prices. $ 


High Level Diner (10912-88 Ave., 433- 
0993 ) Wholesome and health conscious- 
Known for their tasty hummous and veggie 
burgers. $$ 


Insomnia Pub (5552-Calgary Trail South, 
414-1743 ) Cool place for the new, cool 
generation. Great food, great atmosphere, 
awesome prices. $ 


Keegan's Family Restaurant (8709-109 St 
& 3458-99 St., 439-8934 ) Open 24 hours 
every day. Breakfast served all day. 
Affordable homestyle meals. $ 


Larry's Cafe ( 6, 10015-82 Ave., 414-6040 
) Best breakfasts and lunches on the south 
side. Cheep prices! $ 


Louie’s Submarine (8109-104 St., 431- 
0897) In-store fresh baked bread. Soups 
and salads. Catering business & social 
lunches or dinners. $ 


Nellie’s Tea Shoppe (12606-118 Ave., 
452-9429) Hhome-made meals. 
Specializing in traditional English high tea 
and gourmet evening meals. $$ 


Phatz Restaurant (10331-82 Ave., 413- 
0930) An eclectic assortment of appetizers, 
entrees and pastas, and delectable desserts. 


The Raven (10338-81 Ave., 431-1193 ) 
Eclectic selection of “wood fired food” with 
Old Strathcona’s best steaks and oven 
roasted chicken. $ 


Rosie’s Bar and Grill (10604-101 St., 432- 
3499 ) Nothing fancy, but sensible home 
cooking without the frills. $ 


Shecky’s (7623 Argyll Rd., 426-8983, 
#100, 10130-103 x 424-8657) Real food, 
real fast. Terrific Italian Dishes. Soups/sal- 
ads/sandwiches made from scratch. Call 
ahead for reservations. $ 


Squires Pub/Starvin’ Marvin's (10505-82 
Ave., 439-8594) We invite you in for daily 
and ‘monthly specials, as well as Happy 
Hour from 4-8 pm. $ 


Staccato’s Soup, Stew and Chili Bar 
(9082-51 Ave., Southgate Mall, Commerce 
Place, 466- 5062) A Canadian fresh food 


ww. blachdog. ab. ca 
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company, serving the best soups, stews 
and chilis by Can yan Creek Soup 
Company. No MSG or preservatives. $ 


The Tea House (52404 Range Rd. 221, 
Ardrossan, AB, 922-2279, 922-6963.) 
Country fresh foods for lunch, dinners or 
breakfast. antiques, local arts and crafts 
anad unique gifts to browse around 
Breakfast & lunch $; dinner $-$$ 


Unheardof Restaurant (9602-82 Ave., 

432-0480) Over 17 years of operating a 

fine cee establishment in a newly reno- 
id 


vated building. $$$$ 
Urban Lounge (8103-105 St., 439-3388) 
For lunch, dinner or late night fare, experi- 


ence wholesome home-made burgers. $ 


The Village Café (11223 jasper Ave. 488- 
0955) Serves homemade gourmet dishes 


Rif 
ee 
Sa’ Wines Restaurant 


Taidiate M-lale| 
relaxed atmosphere 


quality menu 


with purchase of one 
entreé receive 50% 
off the second. 
(Monday through 
Thursday) 


14917 STONY 
PLAIN ROAD. 


483-5742 


PI NNINN TNS 
KITCHEN 


RAMADA HOTEL 


& CONFERENCE CENTRE 


— 


Kingsway, Edmonton Alberta 
Seven minutes to downtown 
without downtown prices 
30,000 square feet of meeting space 
Complimentary parking 
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10111-117 St. © 482-5152 / 482-5253 
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¢ Monday & Tuesday 15¢ Wings 
¢ Wednesday Beer & Burger for $5.95 
¢ Thursday & Friday Jug of Beer & 20 Wings for $10.95 
¢ Sunday Toonie Menu after 5 pm ¢ Happy Hour all day 


BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY 
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Zac's Place Cafe and Pub (Fort. 9855-76 
Ave., 439-1901) Featuring their famous 
ultimate burger and all-day breakfasts. $ 
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Blue Willow (11107-103 Ave., 428-0584) 
Great food, great service and great atmos- 
phere. $$ 


Double Greeting Wonton House (10212- 
96 St., 424-2486) The rock ‘n rollers 
choice. Try a spicy long donut with rice roll 
or a curried chicken platter, washed down 
with a fine sago concoction. $ 


Genghis Grill (10080 jasper Ave., 424- 
6197) “A Mongolian food experience”. $ 


Noodle Noodle (10008-106 Ave., 422- 
6862) The best Dim Sum in Edmonton. $$ 


Man’s Cafe (12520-118 Ave., 452-3672) A 
super stop for a J of tasty treats. 
Make sure to try the Oriental Stir-fry. $$ 


Marco Polo (#206, 9700-105 Ave., 428- 
3388) The classiest Chinese restaurant in 
Edmonton. $$ 


Shangri-La Restaurant (14927-111 Ave., 
487-6868) Authentic Chinese and Thai cui- 
sine, Rice and noodle dishes, meat entrees, 
appetizers, desserts. $$ 


Xian Szechuan (10080 - 178 St., 484- 
8883) Delicious selection of authentic 
Szechuan dishes. $$ 


CONTINENTAL 


David's ( 8407 Argyll Rd., 468-1167 ) 
Specializing in Alberta beef dishes on the 
south of the town. $$ 


Franklin’s Inn Dining Room (2016 
Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park 467-1234) 
All day breakfast and a great selection of all 
your favourites. $-$$ 


The Grinder (10957-124 St., 453-1709 ) 
20 years old but under new management. 
Also lounge and games room. $-$$. 


Mayfield Grill (1665-109 Ave., 930-4062) 
Casual dining in an elegant atmosphere, 
extensive menu for lunch and dinner, best 
Sunday brunch. $$ 


Richie Mill Bar and Grill (10171 
Saskatchewan Dr., 431-1717) Century old 





fieldstone walls create a cozy atmosphere 
in which to enjoy a variety of dishes or 
relax during happy hour. $$-$$$ 


The Sidetrack Cafe (10333-112 St., 453- 
1326 ) Whether you like succulent steak, 
decadent eggs Benedict in the morning or 
late night chicken wings, The Sidetrack 
Cafe's kitchen will do it for you. $-$$ 


Tin Pan Alley Pasta House & Wine 

(4804 Calgary Trail South, 702-2060) Pasta 
by day, party by night! Edmonton’s hottest 
new restaurant for delicious and affordable 
pasta. $$ 


Teak Room (11615-109 Ave., 484-0821) 
Enjoy a fine dining experience with gour- 
met dishes prepared by our award-winning 
chefs $$$ 


Thomas’ Fishermen’s Grotto (9624-76 
Ave., 433-3905) Fine dining fish & seafood, 
featuring the seafood lover’s feast for two. 
Brunch, lunch & dinner. $$$ 


Turtle Creek Cafe (8404-109 St., 433- 
4202) Continental-style bistro with good 
variety of dishes and pizza, stir-fries, pasta 
and more. $$ 


Von's Steak and Fish House (10309-81 
Ave., 439-0041) Alberta beef at its best and 
great seafood, too. $$$ 


Asian Hut Restaurant (4620-99 St., 430- 
8267) Try the best East India has to offer. 
$-$$ 

Jewel of Kashmir (7219-104 St., 438- 
4646) Discover a place that’s out of this 
world. Designed to capture the excitement 
& glamour of India. 


Khazana (10177-107 St., 702-0330) 
Authentic Tandoori cuisine in one of 
Edmonton’s most elegant dining rooms. $$ 


New Asian Village (10143 Saskatchewan 
Dr., 433-3804) Cooking at its best from the 
subcontinent with a great panoramic river 
valley view. $ 


Spcey House (9777-102 A Ave., Canada 
Place (Food Court), 425-0193 or 475- 
0496) Veg & non-veg curries with choice 
herbs, the secret to the intoxicating flavour 
of Indian cuisine. $ 


Continental Treat (10560-82 Ave., 433- 
7432) Enjoy excellent European cuisine in 
an elegant yet comfortable atmosphere. $$ 


Madisons Grill (Union Bank Inn, 10053 
jasper Ave., 423-3600) Unique historical 
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building; upscale regional cuisine with a 
European influence. $$$ 


The Russian Tearoom (10312 Jasper Ave., 
426-0000) Romantic quiet restaurant in the 
heart of downtown. Best Cheesecake in 
town. European and Ukrainian cuisine. 
Palm readings daily. $$-$$$ 


Café Amandine (8523-91 St., 465-1919) 
Fine french cuisine. Entertainment night: Fri 
& Sat. $ 


The Créperie (10220-103 St., 420-6656) 
Award-winning Edmonton institution with- 
out haute price. $ 


La Boheme (6427-112 Ave., 474-5693) A 
rare establishment where the alchemy of 
the surroundings, food, drink and service 
combine to create something approaching 
the art of living well. $$$ 


Three Muskateers (10416 - 82 Ave., 437- 
4239) Come and try our traditional French 
cuisine at an affordable price in a unique 
setting. Patio now open! $$ 


Normands (11639A Jasper Ave., 482- 
2600) Whether you’re craving a wild 
mushroom soup or have an appetite for 
wild game, we can fill your needs. It's a 
country-French fare with an Alberta 
accent. $$ 





Grub Med Ristorante (17 Fairway Dr., 119 
St. & 37 Ave.) Edmonton's finest Greek 
restaurant. $$-$$$ 


It’s all Greek to me (10127-100A St., Rice 
Howard Way, 425-2073) Delicious spanako- 
pita with fine Greek wines. Beautiful Greek 
atmosphere, $$ 


Koutouki Taverna (10704-124 St., next to 
Roxy Theatre, 452-5383) The most authen- 
tic Greek food in Edmonton, prepared by 
the original Yianni himself. $$ 


evn pasty on Whyte (10439-82 Ave., 
2nd Floor. 433-7912) Innovative Greek cui- 
sine in a beautiful open setting overlooking 
Whyte Ave. $-$$ 


Sytaki Greek Island Restaurant (1631 3- 
111 Ave., 484-2473) Visit the Greek Islands 
in Edmonton. $$ 


Yiannis Taverna Restaurant (10444- 
82 Ave., 433-6768) Authentic Greek 
food, belly dancing, and the friendly 
staff create a fun and boisterous 
atmosphere $$ 
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Ceili’s (10338-109 St., 426-5555) A great 
variety of pub food and drinks. $-$$ 


The Druid (11606 jasper Ave., 454-9928) 
The best pub food, drinks and Industry 
night in Edmonton. Features authentic Irish 
entrees and daily lunch specials. $-$$ 


O’Byrne’s Irish Pub (10616-Whyte Ave. 
414-6766) We serve a yarlety o! gp food, 
all hand-made with care and pride. From 
our homemade fish ‘n’ chips to our near 
famous Irish breakfast. Our menu changes 
daily, so sear act si in & indulge in the 





Bruno’s Italian Restaurant (9914-89 Ave., 
433-8161) Quiet, family-style dining and 
one of Edmonton’s best kept secrets. $$ 


Chianti (10501-82 Ave., 439-8729) 
Boticelli paintings serve as a nice backdrop 
in establishment offering the best pasta 
selections in town. $$ 


Fiore Cantina Italiana (8715-109 St., 439- 
8466) Good, affordable, restaurant off cam- 
pus. $ 


Frank’s Place-Pacific Fish (10020-101 A 
Ave., 422-0282) Situated 1/2 block from 
Churchill Square and Summer Festival Fun!! 
An extensive Italian and seafood menu and 
friendly efficient service ensure a return 
visit. $ -$$$ 


Giovanni's Restaurant (10130-107 St., 
426-2021) Delicious cuisine for a song-fea- 
turing Giovanni himself when he brea 

into a heart-stopping aria. $$ 


ll Portico (10012-107 St., 424-0707) 
Trendy downtown restaurant with fresh 
imaginative dishes. $$$ 


Italian Kitchen Restaurant (69 Ave., 178 

St, Callingwood Mall, 489-5619) Relaxing 
Italian dining. From pastas such as fettuc- 

cine alfredo to dishes such as steak Diane. 
$$ 


Italix Ristorante Italiano (512 St. Albert 
Trail, St. Albert, 459-8090) Delicious, 
homemade Italian food $$ 

Pappa’s (4702-118 Ave., 471-5749) A fine 
italian family restaurant. $$ 

Sorrentino’s (10844-95 St., 425-0960) In 
the heart of Little Italy, serves delicious 
authentic Italian fare. $$ 


Sorrentino’s Whyte Avenue (1061 2-82 
Ave., Varscona Hotel, 474-9860) Authentic 








EDMONTON 


WEST 


12325 - 102 AVE. 


488-0690 


SOUTH 
11004 - 51 AVE. 
436-0908 


DOWNTOWN 
MANULIFE PLACE 
10180 - 101 ST. 


423-3083 





SS 


DISHIVEEKLY 


Italian cooking. Tantalizing appetizers, piz- 
zas, calzones, pasta, sandwiches and 
entrees. $$ 


The Old Spaghetti Factory (10220-103 
St., 422-6088) Heaping plates of spaghetti 
served with their patented thick, tasty 
sauce. $$ 


That’s Aroma (11010-101 St., 425-7335) 
the garlic specialists, offering fine Italian 
cuisine. $$ 

Tony Roma’s (11730 Jasper Ave., 488- 
1971) Great barbecue chicken and ribs 
with lots of food on your plate. $$ 


Zenari’s on 1st RAW St., 425-6151) 
Enjoy eclectic italian food in an intimate 
funky atmosphere. Dinner or drinks - fea- 
turing live jazz every weekend. Wheelchair 


accessible. $ 3 
JAPANESE 

Grab-a-bite (10351 Whyte Ave., 433- 

6336) The perfect spot for either a quick 

bite or an evening of dining. A varied selec- 

tion of Chinese, Japanese and Vietnamese 

dishes. $$ 

Furasato (10012-82 Ave., 439-1335) Cozy 


Restaurant featuring a choice selection of 
meals from the Land of the Rising Sun. $$ 


Mikado (10350-109 St., 425-8096) The 
oldest Japanese restaurant in Edmonton for 
a good reason. $ 

Osaka (10511-82 Ave., 944-1388) Good 
affordable sushi and other authentic spe- 
cialities on Whyte Ave. 


Julio”s Barrio (10450-82 Ave., 431-0774) 
Hearty dishes in a trendy neighbourhood, 
perfect for your next fiesta. $ 


Senor Frog's (10045-109 St., 429-FROG) 
Good food in a party mood! Restaurant Bar 
& Grill. Innovative Mexican cuisine. $ 


Alain Patisserie (9925-82 Ave., 988-9312) 
Quality french breads and pastries. Also 
serving sandwiches, quiches an specialty 
coffee. $ 














j _ PIZZA 
Funky Pickle (10441-82 Ave., 433-FUNK) 
Vue Weekly golden fork winners 1999, 
2000. Edmonton Journal 4-star rating, 
voted best pizza 1996, 98, 99. Take advan- 
tage of their free delivery. $$ 


Miami Pizza (8424-109 St., 433-0723 or 
433-7733) Delivering savoury pizza since 
1985, offers both round crust and square 
deep-dish pizza. Dine in, free delivery, $2 
take-out discount. Full menu at www.miami 
pizza.net. $ 


Park Lounge & Sports Bar (Franklin’s Inn, 
2016 Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park. 467- 
1234) “More than worth the trip.” 
Sherwood Park’s best pizza for over 15 
years. Unbelievable daily specials to com- 
plement our full menu! $-$$ 


Pharos Pizza (8708-109 St., 433-5205) 
World famous pizza since 1970. Made 

with fresh ingredients and no preserva- 
tives. Try our Popeye, it’s our speciality. 


We also offer small dishes for individuals. 
$ 


Planet Pizza (2878 Calagry Trail S. 413- 
3337, 13226-118 Ave., 414-2888) Gourmet 
izza heaped with fresh toppings and ooz- 
ing with flavour. You’ve never had pizza this 

good. South-side location has dine-in. $$ 


Brewsters (11620-104 Ave., 482-4677) 
Extensive menu selection. 14 different 
types of beer brewed on site. brewery tours 
available. $$ 


Elephant & Castle (3 locations: 103 St. & 
Whyte Ave.; Eaton Centre-3rd Level; West 
Edmonton Mall near Entrance #8) Your 
comfort spot, with a great selection of 
British favourites—appetizers, burgers, sal- 
ads and of course the finest British & 
Canadian beer and single-malt scotch. $ 


Gallery Bar (16615-109 Ave., Mayfield Inn 
& Suites Hotel) Comfortable, cozy after- 
hours entertainment. '60s-’80s music at its 
very best Thur-Sat evenings. $ 


Yabbo’s Boneyard/ The Library (11113- 
87 Ave., 439-4981) Our specialty is 
Sunday Brunch: Steak/eggs benedict. 
We're open for lunch, dinner & after 
work, to unwind & have fun. $ 


Martini’s Bar & Grill (9910-109 St., 424- 
7219) Enjoy our 25+ custom martinis, 15+ 
single-malt scotch collection, evening steak 
sandwich specials and selection of craft 
beers all in an environment conducive to 
relaxation! $-$$ 


Nathan's Pub & Grill (8930 Jasper Ave., 
421-4651) Great food-large servings and 
value for your money. $ 


Pub Paradise Sports Bar (4225-118 Ave., 
471-3526) Edmonton’s only carribean & 
continental sports bar. Featuring 11 
flavours of wings and the best jerk chicken 
in the city. Daily specials. Sun, Mon: WWF 
Wrestling Nite; Wed: karaoke; Fri: Carribean 
Night; Sat: Party Nite. $ 


Red Fox Pub (7230 Argyll Road, 465-7931) 
Our comfortable pub offers darts, pool 
tables coupled with a cozy fireplace in a 
Senin setting. Sunday we offer Happy 
Hour all day, plus free pool. $ 


The Sherlock Holmes Pubs (10012-101A 
Ave., 8770-170 St., 10341-82 Ave., 5004- 
98 Ave.) For a taste of the good old times, 
come on in and try our British and conti- 

nental menu. Recently revised with nearly 
20 new dishes, we'll have something to 


tempt your tastebuds! Try a vegetarian 







quesadilla or Chicken Cordon Bleu sand- 
wich, or if you're feeling a little British, you 
can't go wrong with Steak ‘n’ Kidney Pie 
or our ultimate halibut & chips! Daily spe- 
cials also offered. $-$$ 


The Windsor Bar & Grill (11702-87 
Ave., 433-7800) We are open for lunch 
& dinner, & fun all the time. Pizza is our 
specialty. Prices & fun can’t be beat! $ 


La Tapa-Restaurante & Tapa Bar (10523- 
99 Ave., 424-8272) The only Tapa bar in 
Edmonton! Delicious cuisine from Spain in 
a casual atmosphere. Specializing in Paella 
and Sangria, 24 Tapas available. Great 
menu. The only place to go for a taste of 
Spain. 


STEAKHOUSE 
Yeoman’s (10030-107 St., 423-1511) the 
beefeaters steakhouse. $$-$$$ 


Hy’s (10013-101A Ave., 424-444) Great 
steaks in a great atmosphere. $$-$$$ 


THAI 
BanThai (15726-100 Ave., 444-9345) 
Great Thai menu. $$ 


Bua Thai Restaurant (10049-113 St., 482- 
2277) Thailand’s distinct authentic cuisine 

of the new stylish restaurant in downtown 

Edmonton. $$$ 


The King and | (8208-107 St., 433-2222) 
The King is back! Amazing selection of 
dishes-spicy and flavourful. Good enough 
for the Rolling Stones. $$$ 


Krua Wilai Thai Restaurant (Sterling PI., 
9940-106 St., 424-8303) Our cooks from 
Bangkok offer you the best and most 
authentic Thai food in Edmonton. 
Vegetarian menu available. 


UKRAINIAN 
Pyrogy House (12510-118 St., 454-7880) 


Pyrogies and cabbage rolls-just like Baba 
used to make. $ 


VIETNAMESE 


Bach Dang (7808-104 St., 448-0288) 
Vietnamese Noodle House. $ 


Oriental Noodle House (10718-101 St., 
448-5068) Authentic Vietnamese food in a 
family-oriented environment. $ 


If your 
_. establishment 
would like to 
QS.. be included, 
just call us @ 
426-1996 and 
we'll fax you 
our listings 
form. 
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Skiing off into the siiiieet 


Winter (and Snow 
Zone) have ended, 
but the skiing 
continues 

. By HART GOLBECK 


e may be done here at 
Snow Zone, but the 
Rocky Mountain resorts 


are still going strong. Before you 
pack your board or skis away for 


S ~ SUBARU 


The Beauty of All-Wheel Drive. 


the season think about hitting the 
slopes one more time, because 
there are plenty of great deals to be 
had and some great on-hill parties 
to be attended as well. There’s even 
some powder lingering at some 
resorts—a few have extended their 
closing weekend by a week or two 
because of some late and unexpect- 
ed snowfalls. Here’s a recap of 
some of the highlights of the sea- 
son, as well as a quick guide to 
what's left before everyone dusts 
off their rollerblades, windsurfers 


and golf clubs. 

Closest to home, Marmot Basin 
is enjoying a packed base of nearly 
88 centimetres. Even though there 
weren't too many huge dumps this 
winter and Marmot had a below- 
average snowfall, they did enjoy 
several 10- to 15-centimetre days. 
They’ve even had some recent 30- 
centimetre dumps, which have 
given their groomers a chance to lay 
down some impeccable corduroy. 
This may not have been Marmot’s 
finest year for skiing, but their 


Goes 


expansion of Eagles East, including 
a new quad chair, was great news. 
THis slope does not see a lot of 
direct sun early in the year and right 
now, snow quality and conditions 
are fabulous. Marmot will remain 
open until April 29. 

Lake Louise started the year with 
a pair of World Cup downhills which 
gave them some valuable interna- 
tional exposure. If you want to see 
some pros or retired Crazy Canucks 
you might want to head up there 
this weekend as they'll be raising 





funds and competing in the Breath 
of Life Challenge. Action at Temple 
Lodge and the front side gazebo 
should be hot and heavy. I’ve had a 
few of those backdoor burgers and 
chicken breasts off the grill at the 
Beavertails Gazebo and they’re great, 
especially accompanied by one right 
out of the ice. Lake Louise will be 
open into May this year, so hit the 
snowphone for conditions. 


We'll ski in the Sunshine.... 


Sunshine Village, as always, was 
blessed with the most snow this 
winter. Recent snowfalls have con- 
tinued to be excellent and all but 
one of their 92 runs are open. The 
final event at the resort is the Slush 
Cup on May 22. This is a free event 
in which participants must navigate 
a 30-foot pool of ice water. There are 
eight category winners with great 
prizes, including Best Bellyflop and 
Biggest Goosebumps. The Sunshine 
Inn is a great place to stay for spring 
skiing (or to warm up after compet- 
ing in the Slush Cup) as you can 
relax into the evening without hav- 
ing to make a trip into town. 

At Fernie, the season has been 
extended until April 22. Less than 
seasonable temperatures have frozen © 
the normal spring showers into 
massive snow flurries. In all, 417 
centimetres have fallen to date. 
Temperatures are expected to pick 
up, though, and great spring skiing 
conditions will be the norm. 

In the Kananaskis Valley, 
Fortress and Nakiska resorts have 
extended closing day until April 15 
and 16 respectively. Once again, the 
cause is a large spring storm that 
dumped more than 100 centimetres 
on the valley last weekend. All lifts 
and runs are open with fabulous 
conditions on all faces. 

So don’t relegate your skis and 
boards to the attic just yet. The 
snow is there and the slopes are just 
beginning to heat up. Snow long, 
and ski ya later. O 
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Dunn like winner 








Falls don’t keep 
Calgarian out of Big 
White competition 


K OVERWATER 


Iberta riders came, saw and, 
in many cases, kicked some 
erious ass at the Canadian 


National Snowboard 
Championships at 
Big White near 
Kelowna, B.C. last 
week. Banff phenome- 
non Candice Drouin smoked the 
competition yet again, taking first 
place in the women’s snowboard 
cross. Calgarian Kim Dunn claimed 
second and, by her own account, 
had to work extra-hard for it. 

“T had some bad falls in the quar- 
ter- and semifinals—I went into the 
fence head-first,” says Dunn. “I was 
pretty shocked. I couldn't believe that 
I got back up and managed to pass 
two girls and get into the semis.” 
Dunn was even more shocked in the 
next heat—she went down in the 
same spot, only to get back up, pass 
two people again and make it to the 
finals. Would she have beaten Drouin 
if she hadn’t bailed twice? 

“Because of the two crashes before, 
I held back a little,” she replies, “but it 
was really close between us in the final. 
So it’s hard to say, but I was happy 
either way.” The men’s halfpipe played 
out in a similar fashion to the women’s 














snowboarding 


snowboard cross, with a Banff rider 
first and a Calgary ripper landing in 
second. In this case, it was Justin Lam- 
oreux followed by Scott Shaw, who 
seems to be stealing the kid-from- 
outta-nowhere honours from the now- 
firmly-established James Beach. 

Shaw, who admits to having had 
some trouble transferring his skills 
from a regular-sized halfpipe to the 
increasingly popular superpipe earlier 
this year, found the 
smaller pipe at Big 
White easy to ride. 
He welcomes the 
day when all competi- 
tions feature the larger pipe instead, 
though. “I’d rather ride a superpipe,” 
he says. “It’s more fun and makes for 
better competition.” 





Put that in your pipe and 
smoke it 


Lamoreux is a little more pointed in 
his comments on comps that still use 
smaller pipes—he estimates Big 
White's pipe walls to be eight feet 
compared to the 16-footers he’s used 
to. “It scares the living hell out of 
you and throws you weird,” says 
Lamoreux. He says that once you get 
used the bigger trannies, higher walls 
and longer length of a superpipe, 
which allow for increased amplitude 
and more complex runs, there’s no 
better way to compete. “Hopefully, 
next year they're all going to be big 
pipes,” Lamoreux adds. 


It was a good finish (although 


with all the powder falling these days, 
no pro is done riding just yet) after a 
season of FIS competitions in Europe 
that Lamoreux describes as “bad—the 
FIS tour I just did terrible on.” Dunn, 
a Canadian National Snowboard 
Team member, is less than pleased 
with her performance on the FIS cir- 
cuit as well. Lamoreux, like a growing 
number of North American riders, 
plans to skip all FIS comps next sea- 
son and compete in the ISF, where 
the bulk of sponsored pros known for 
pushing the sport can be found. 

The FIS uses a restrictive judging 
system that hasn’t been used in the ISF 
for several years. As it stands, FIS com- 
petitors must please a spin judge, an 
amplitude judge, a straight air judge, 
as well as two overall judges. That 
means that no matter how mind- 
blowing a run is, if it doesn’t meet 
with the approval of one particular 
judge, the rider is out of the running. 
Mike Michalchuk, for example, could 
do an entire run of his famed double 
backs and not make it to the next 
round. “It just promotes safe riding— 
it’s not really set up for progressive rid- 
ing,” says Lamoreux, who regularly 
finishes in the top 10 of ISF comps. 

The results of all the other cham- 
pionship action (and there was plen- 
ty featuring Alberta talent), 
including slopestyle and PGS, can be 
found on the Canadian Snowboard 
Federation's website at www.csf.ca. © 





E-mail Rick Overwater at 
overwatj.cadvision.com. 





days skiing. 
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ski trip for two to 
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lf Gur advertisers 
and readers for making this 
the most successful year ever. 
We look forward to giving you 
SnowZone again this November. 
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Rates based on one night in a Pyramid Room, per person, double occupancy, 
including lft ticket, continental breakfast and all tones 










%o Deluxe Suites with Fireplaces & Kitchenettes 

$s Complimentary In-Room Continental Breakfast 

% Skiing/Boarding at nearby Marmot Basin 

Se Ice Skating on the Lake 

Call 1.888.852.4900 www.pyramidiakeresort.com 
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Lake Louise - 148cm base, 18cm of new snow in the past 4 days 
Hy P Sunshine - 160cm base, 72cm of new snow in the last 11 days 
Fortress - 173cm base 6/6 lifts open, 45/47 runs open 
Marmot/Jasper - 86cm base, 17cm of new snow in the last 5 days 
Mt. Norquay - 150cm base, 13cm of new snow in the last 3 days 
Nakiska - 217cm base, 69cm of new snow in the last 7 days 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Fernie - 219cm base, 29cm of new snow in the last 2 days 
Panorama - 13cm of new snow, 10/10 lifts and 85+ trails open 
Big White - 227cm base, 26cm of new snow in the last 6 days 
Sun Peaks - 177cm base, 6/7 lifts, 71/80 runs open 
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EDMONTON'S URBAN VOICE 
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UNITED STATES 





Big Sky - 5S inches base, 0 inches of new snow, 11 lifts open 
Schweitzer - 40 inches base, 6 inches of new snow 
4 49 North - 36 inches base, 10 inches of new snow 


Last Updated cen 11, 2001 








Our amenities include: 
* Conference facility * Executive suites 
¢ Restaurant & lounge Suites with 
kitchen and wood buming fireplaces 
* Indoor pool, sauna & steam 


Jasper National Park, AB 

JA Phone: 780-852-4461 
Fax: 780-852-5916 

www jasperinn.com 


ALPINE RES( IR Toll Free North America: 
T 1-800-661-1933 
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78 Luxurious Air Conditioned Units 
Executive Suites with Whirlpool Tubs or Fireplaces 
Remote Cable TV with Movie Channels _ 
Video Rentals 
. Refrigerators & In Room Coffee 
’ Fax / Modem Hookups _ sabi 
Outdoor Whirlpools © SkiLockers 
Winter Plug-ins * Wheelchair Access ~ 
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Feel the Romance of 
Long Luscious Locks 


DOME HAIR EXTENSIONS 


Length e Body ¢ Colour ¢ Curl 
The choice is yours. 
The newest technique from London, England. 
PLEASE PHONE DON FOR YOUR CONSULTATION. 


426-0991 or 426-0984 


www.fieldsandcornhouse.com 


MEZZANINE 10250 - 101 STREET 
EDMONTON, AB T5j3P4 ~ 
ADJOINING EATON CENTER 
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The final word-on 
vernal fashions 


By JULIANN WILDING 


lhe crisp, sweet sunshine of early 
spring filters down through 


winter's resounding, gray echo 
to finally separate us from wool and 
mittens. And as it washes our un- 


the 


Spring theory . 


paisley halter: 

To The Max 
shorts: Hollywood 
both from Etzio 
model: Rosina 
{Mode: Models) 


freckled faces 
inspires ouebea 
refreshment and tran- 
sition: a new set of 
spring wardrobe ideals 
Fashion this spring is like a light 
but delicious and indulgent snack-it 
starts with crisp, clean colours and 
subtle cuts and designs, is followed 
by pale beach-neutrals and melt-in- 
your-mouth confectionery hues and 


v 


salon 


a salon with a touch of class 





GUINOT 





HAIR PRODUCTS 


Ask for Angel or Peggy 
and receive 50% Off your first haircut 
(new clients only) 
5661 Riverbend Road 
Riverbend Shopping Centre 
435-5264 © 435-4073 





_ print dress: | 
~ KOXO (Etzio) 
of lodel Jacquie 


is completed by intense, juicy 
brights in flowing fabrics with care- 
free movement. White, light grey, 
ice blue and taupe dominate neutral 
colour schemes and are showing up 
in breathable fabrics such as linen, 
cotton, poplin, cotton twill, cotton- 
nylon and even linen-nylon blends. 
These fabrics are also appearing 
coated in Tactel, a breathable yet 
waterproof surface 
treatment devel- 
oped by the same 
people who created 
Lycra. It gives fabric a 
clean matte finish—something like 
a light coat of wax. 

Another colour system presently 
making itself felt is the beachy, coun- 
try club combination of sandy taupes 
and candy pastels. Mint, mauve, 












lavender, 
pink and 
butter-yellow 

paired with off-white beiges (often 
with ’50s-influenced cuts in old-fash- 
ioned prints like gingham) are mov- 
ing right through the fashion world 
from Prada to Buffalo. To add a little 
organic splash to a lovely sunny day, 
brights this year are borrowing their 
hues from fruits and 
flowers, giving us 
juicy lime, tanger- 
ine, lemon and 
cherry colours as well as 
sky blue, fuschia and deep magenta. 
These brights are showing up only in 
slices: a loosely tied scarf, a tank or 
skirt in light, easy fabrics. Even a sim- 
ple flower pinned to the hair evokes 
exhilarating spring sentiments. 





gingham outfit: 
XX by Mexx 

(3 e4[0)) 
sunglasses: - 
Mercury 

(Glam Slam) 
model: Rosina 
(Mode Models) 


Simple, sleek cuts rule this sea- 
son as the colour and the movement 
of the fabric will be the main focus. 
The baggier clothing we’ve seen in 
the past has been pared down to 
more streamlined, body-hugging 
pieces. Pants are loose but straight or 
flared and low, low waists with fitted 
hips and thighs are taking over from 
the hangy-crotch look in every 
realm of fashion. Detailing has also 
moved its emphasis to fabrics: pat- 
terns are either large and cookie-cut- 
ter simple or appearing only as trim 
or finishing, and colour-blocking is 
relying less on blatant contrasts, a 
trend that’s resulting in sparer, more 
surprising details. © 
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Etzio, at 


et cetera 


Edmonton boutique goes 
progressively retro for spring 


years ago, but the 
fabrics and general 
appearance give 
the garments a very 
old-school feel. 
Dresses are also 
making a return to 
the old shift-dress 
style and pastels 


a 





| _ halter: To The Max 
_ skirt: XOXO’ S 
both from/Etzio 
model: Beatrice 
(Mode Models) \ . 


By JULIANN 
WILDING 


1 tzio has always been 
one of the few stores in 
Edmonton where 


shoppers can reliably find 
unique, edgy high-end con- 





temporary fashions and 
interesting dressy wardrobe 
pieces. Lines like 

DKNY, XX 

by Mexx, 
XOXO and 





To the Max— 


all of which Etzio 

carries—are making interest- 
ing moves this spring by 
combining retro ‘50s and 
‘60s cuts with modern fab- 
rics and prints (or vice 
versa). XX, for instance, has 
come out with a faux-vin- 
tage three-piece outfit made 
from gingham, including a 
small waist-jacket tie-up hal- 
ter and flood pants. The cuts 
are cleaner and slightly more 
modern than they were 50 


and stripes are show- 

ing up all over these items. I suspect 
these lines are being influ- 
enced by Prada and 
Kenneth Cole, as 
both of those high- 
end lines have intro- 
duced a soft blend of retro 
shapes and cuts but with very for- 

ward tailoring and fabric. 

Bright, splashy colours are 
prevalent this spring at Etzio: lime 
green, teal and turquoise have 
found a place on tops and skirts, 
while iridescent oranges and yellows 
are showing up on shorts and 
matching halter tops. Clingy dress- 
es, also in bright colours and pat- 
terns, are cut from thin, stretchy 
fabrics, allowing them to be fitted 
and sexy while still offering ease of 


REVOLUTIONARY HAIR 10322 81 AVE 
EDMONTON AB 439.8880 


Photo: April Fuller 


movement. Skirts as well as tops this 
year are fashioned from fabrics that 
move and sway - thin, lovely silks 


seem to leap right off the body. 
While these bright pieces are fun 
and look lively and thrilling (espe- 


and smooth nylon blends that catch 


the wind as well as the light and SEE PAGE 20 
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) Expert dry cleaning and laundry — | 
| made easy. Home or office service. 


| } — 7 4 
— oe ee ee eee eee ee oe “| | . nen, Zip Offipant: Silver 


, (Glam Slat) 
“fa ~- 


t : f é shockcord Helter top 
Billabong (Glary slam) 
runners; Piudi Serva 
iin ; (Mairfair Shoes), } / 
ee . iilelels fa tettaren (etel an ieselal5) 


Ver < : % 4 
Applied to all route I on 
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Offer valid unt! J | Adaptable outfits help give 

| spring streetwear Its zip 
By JULIANN WILDING pers and professors alike, and since 
CALL NOW the store’s graduation to Whyte 
lam Slam began as the only Avenue last June, things have only 
| G:" onthe U of Acampus improved. Not only has the store 


where you could find inter- quadrupled in size, but it also boasts 





i esting fashion pieces—for six years a far more extensive and eclectic 
_ = waa = it was frequented by students, shop- arrangement of lines and accessories 


Saldebus (left) wears the Luner hoody and Function pants 
Quinn (right) wears Cali girl top and M103 pant. 
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sleeveless 
inteleje|{-14. O)ee) 
(Glam Slam) 

EYL |-ielepes) cleigies 
Vibe (Glam) Siam) 
slip-on nUnners: 
DKNY. 

WY ENar-ii ae) alel+9) 
sunglasses: 
Mercury 

(Glam Slam) 
model: Beatrice 
(GViFeyet=mVifele (ab) 


while retaining its consistently rea- 
sonable price range. 

Glam Slam (located in the base- 
ment of the Three Musketeers 
Créperie) carries some of the leading 
names in streetwear as well as some 


new, up-and-coming labels. Vibe, 
JNCO, Billabong and Dish are only a 
few of the innovative and original 
lines that have been outdoing them- 
selves year after year, while newer 
lines like Orb, Sasta and Hurley have 


HR 
only been getting stronger with 
each passing season. 

This spring, streetwear is all 
about comfort and multi-functional 
pieces. Pants that zip off into shorts 
or three-quarter-length pants will 
dominate this season due to their 
laid-back look and the ease with 
which they adapt to a city where 
the days are often 10 degrees 
warmer than the evenings. Zip-offs 
also allow the wearer to get two 
very different looks with the same 
garment. With the rise in populari- 
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ty of three-quarter-length pants last 
year, a pant with two options is 
quite close to becoming a new 
basic; the wider, slightly flared ver- 
sions of the short pant are definite- 
ly here to stay. When the bottom 
piece of the leg is attached, you can 
barely see the seam and they look 
just like any other pant. 


Another fine mesh 
you've gotten me into 


Streetwear continues to show off 


INFREE 


BLUEBILLS 


ever more creative and sophisticated 
visual details: pants with clever, 
interesting stitching reign over past 
styles with crazy contrasting top- 
stitching, while semi-hidden mesh 
inserts offer shape and splices of 
color to the bottoms of capris and 
skirts. The zip-off detail is not just 
for pants, either. Jackets turn into 
vests, long-sleeved shirts become 
short-sleeves or tanks and skirts 
climb from long to short. These 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


For every $50 you spend at Thrifty’s or Bluenotes 
from March 11-31, 2001, receive 10 free Bluenotes 
Bluebills, redeemable on eny purchase $50 or more 
between April 1, 2001 and May 15, 2001. 


*While quantities last 


(T) bluenotes 


thriftys available at thriftys 





2O ¢ VUE WEEKLY © APRIL 12 - APRIL 18, 2001 


lige 


BA. 
PUMP 


10166-114 ST 
488-404 
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SEARCH 


Preliminary 
Karaoke 
auditions 
Tues & Wed, 
at 9:30 PM. 
Try out and 
qualify now. 
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SONIC 
RECORDS 


an Audition team will 
be in town auditioning 

Karaoke singing talent 
for the TNN special 
Fast Track to Fame! 










OvERWORKED? 


SUFFERING FROM 
SPRING FEVER? 


WE'VE GOT THE ANSWER... 
GET HOOKED ON PHONIQs! 


FOR ONE EASY INSTALLMENT OF $4 YOU CAN 
GET YOUR GROOVE ON WITH SPECIAL GUESTS 


THE HI-PHONIQS 


THURSDAY, APRIL 12 


8 PM 
AT 


THE BILLIARD CLUB 


UPSTAIRS IN THE OLD POST OFFICE BUILDING - WHYTE AVE. 





Streetwear 
transformations between casual and 
dressy looks keep style fresh and on 
its toes, ready for action. 

The colours in streetwear this 
spring are bright and vibrant: 
lemon yellow, dark red, various 
blues, deep oranges and kiwi green. 
The colour blocking and piping are 
subtle, angled or asymmetrical, and 
the cuts of the garments follow suit. 
Tops with one-shoulder, toga-style 
straps, asymmetrical necklines and 
hemlines and slanted detailing are 
emerging more strongly this season. 
These unbalanced cuts take their 
cue from the runway and add a 
chic, high-end flavour to the other, 
more casual tops and bottoms. For 


Etzio 


Continued from page 17 


cially as the warmer weather 
inspires general feelings of giddi- 
ness), 1 recommend pairing a bright 
item with a neutral or black piece 
and not another bright. (Of course, 
this rule isn’t ironclad—lI’ve broken 
it many times myself—but excep- 
tions are few and far between and 
misuse of bright clothing can result 
in some painful eyesores.) It is more 
interesting and usually more flatter- 
ing to use colour in clean, concise 
ways rather than display a messy 
mosaic of bright patterned pieces. 


Reporting from 
the trenches 


Another standout Etzio item 


inspired by the ‘60s is the DKNY 


Style Credits 





Models: Beatrice (Mode Models), 
Rosina (Mode Models), Jacquie 


Clothing: Etzio, Glam Slam 
Footwear: Mayfair Shoes 


Location: Devonian Botanical 
Gardens 


pants and skirts, waists are getting 
lower and lower and rises shorter 
and shorter; the more hip that 
peeks out, the better. This is a trend 
that has been steadily making its 
way into the basic section for 
years—it seems that most lines have 
finally caught on to a mandate I’ve 
lived by for years: your pants can 
never sit too low. 

Streetwear is only gaining vitali- 
ty and momentum and Glam Slam 
is one store that makes the styles 
affordable and therefore pretty 
darn tempting to spend your whole 
paycheque on them, Now is the 
time to do it. There are hundreds 
of new spring items to choose 
from, and what better season to 
expand your stylistic horizons than 
when the weather actually allows 
you to show them off? © 





raincoat. The jacket is fashioned in 
the style of a short, fitted ’60s 
trenchcoat but is made from plastic 
and comes in mock dark denim, 
white, yellow, blue and beige. It’s a 
practical excuse to own another 
jacket and if you can follow the 
weather closely enough it will prob- 
ably even save you from getting 
soaked. Having a brightly coloured 
rainjacket and pairing it with dark 
denim or sandy neutrals would 
make for a pretty cute get-up on a 
damp spring day. 

If you don’t think you can han- 
dle vibrantly hued clothing that 
seems to glide of its own accord, at 
least try a graceful sweeping scarf 
to juice up your spring outfits. It’s 
alarming what a piece of colour 
can do to improve not only a wear- 
er's look but also their springtime 
morale. © 












Media Jungle 
Continued from page 


Bush’s ascent to power. At the end of 
February, broadcast networks and 
newspapers nationwide proclaimed 
that Bush did win Florida’s election 
after all. “Bush Really Won,” ban- 
nered the New York Daily News. “Flori- 
da Vote Review Confirms Bush Win,” 
headlined the Houston Chronicle. 
“Recounts in Miami-Dade Find Bush a 
Fair Winner,” claimed the Los Angeles 
Times. It was exciting news—and 
false. Or at best premature. 

The overheated stories were 
based on a Miami Herald/USA Today 
recount of certain contested ballots in 
a single county, Miami-Dade. That 
tally found additional votes for Al 
Gore, but not enough new votes to 





surpass Bush when added to official, 


_ disputed tallies in three other coun- 


ties where Gore had sought a 
recount. The analysis did not pretend 
to settle the question of who received 
more total votes in Florida. When 
these stories appeared declaring Bush 
the rightful winner, two journalistic 
teams were still at work on statewide 
ballot reviews, with a more exhaustive 
review not due until mid-April at the 
earliest. But many news outlets, in 
their rush to erase the question mark 
next to the Bush presidency, ended 
up misleading the public. 

The fact that Bush entered the 
White House through a disputed elec- 
tion may not mean he should get 
tougher news coverage. But he and | 
his administration certainl 4 are not. 
entitled to softer coverage. O 
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By DAVID D:ICENZO 
AND JOHN TURNER 


This week, Vue press box fixtures John 
and Dave have a hard time coming up 
with a fresh take on Dallas-Edmonton V 
(though they always love their Roman 
numerals). Can the Oil repeat the upset 
of 1997? Who knows—but luckily, 
they've got Sergei Zholtok. 


John: So, Dave—what should we 
talk about this week with the start of 
the playoffs on the horizon? Could 
the season really have ended any 
other way than with the Edmonton 
Oilers playing the Dallas Stars in the 
first round of the playoffs? So what 
could | possibly say about this 
matchup that hasn’t been said 
before? Nothing. 

Dave: That leaves us in quite a 
pickle, John. And does everything you 
say have to be a question? Oops. 

John: That said, I'd like to men- 
tion Zholtok’s performance against 
the Wild last Wednesday. 

Dave: Phew! At least you got 
something, however inconsequential 
it may be. Shoot. 

John: | know the Oil didn’t win 
this game when they should have— 
and if they had won, | might not be 
trying to avoid the whole Dallas- 
Edmonton issue, but Zholtok was, in 
my opinion, the best forward on the 


ice that night. He was almost unbeat- 
able in the face-off circle (about 85 
per cent) and in the third period took 
every important draw. 

Dave: It scares me every time you 
use stats to back up a point. And it 
doesn’t take a genius to figure out 
that Sergei picked his play up a few 
notches when he was put on a line 
with Weight and Cleary. Mac-T did 
that to spread the wealth and Zholtok 
was one of the willing recipients. That 
single move is a huge contributor to 
the strong post-all-star-break run 
enjoyed by the Oil (give or take a few 
crappy games). 

John: | know that certain mem- 
bers of the media gave him a hard 
time when he hadn't scored in about 
a bazillion games or so, but | think 
he’s been a good addition to the club. 

Dave: | guess we'll know that for 
sure in the summer. But as we pre- 
pare for spring hockey, whaddaya say 
we get off the Zholtok train for now, 
"kay? The reality is we play Dallas for 
the fifth straight post-season. Please, 
your thoughts? 

John: | guess | can’t avoid this 
anymore. Had the playoffs started 
about three weeks ago | would have 
screamed, “Bring on those old men— 
they’re no match for the mighty Oil!” 
I’m not so sure anymore. 

Dave: Well, perhaps. But good 
teams in any sport go through an 
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Billy Wilder 


Billy Wilder 
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Includes a brief biography 
and synopses of key films. 


Elizabeth’s Billy Wilder 
Page 

<www.reelclassics.com/ 
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IMDb: Billy Wilder 
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Sunset Boulevard: The Site 
<www.geocities.com/Holly- 
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www.oanet.com 


Information about the produc- 
tion and cast of the Billy 
Wilder film. 


Written By: The Writer 
Speaks 
<www.wga.org/Written- 
By/1995/1195/wilder.htm> 
Billy Wilder discusses his life 
and career. 


Yahoo! Movies: Billy Wilder 
<movies.yahoo.com/shop?d=h 
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evolution. They get better incremen- 
tally, and for the Oilers, this is an 
opportunity to take another step for- 
ward. They may be worn out from a 
more difficult closing stretch than 
they probably anticipated, but if any- 
thing gets your juices going, it’s fac- 
ing the team that pulled down your 
pants and spanked your sorry. ass for 
three consecutive playoffs. 

John: Can Edmonton return to 
the form they exhibited during their 
nine-game winning streak? The Stars 
definitely aren’t as good a team as 
they once were and the Oilers are 
definitely a better team then we've 
seen in the past few years. One 
thing’s for sure: Edmonton needs Salo 
to play at the top of his game and 
they can’t afford to make any mis- 
takes, Make that two things. 

Dave: The same can be said for 
the other 15 teams in the playoffs, 
John. Sure, they need Tommy to play 
big, just like the rest of the team. The 
Stanley Cup was never awarded to a 
team that played like pussies. 

John: If they can do that for four 
games (play well, not like pussies) 
who knows? I'll certainly have a better 
idea, one way or the other, after the 
first game in this series. Bring it on! 

Dave: Here's a prediction: 
Edmonton will win one of those first 
two games in Dallas. And coming 
here after a split will be much harder 
without that ability to gas a game 
because you’re up 2-0. The Stars’ 
senior citizens had better beware— 
I'd like to think the Depends they 
wear underneath those hockey pants 
are gonna need regular changing in 
this one. Sorry... that sounded better 
in my head. © 
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Uiter HAVO bus! 


Sponsored in Part By 
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Package Includes: 
Ticket to the Game, Bus To & From Skyreach, Hot Dog & Pop 
at the Game, Plus a CANADIAN & Wings When You Get Back to the E&C! 










There ls Only One Place Better 
To Watch The Oilers... Skyreach! 
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Red BIG TIME FUN! 


WEST EDMONTON MALL - 


Mia mete) le) 1-5 a 


| DY ole) t-sys od \Y/ a oh, eee BOE od Vd 
Tickets: $10.95 Advance / $13.95 Day Of | 
TicketMaster OUTLETS 


SORRY Avaiaate at Red's 
OR CHARGE-BY-PHONE 


unos 487-2066 451-8000 


ALL AGES SHOW 
w/ LICENSED 
BEER GARDENS 


LIVE IN CONCERT 
with Special Guests 


LIVE ON RELEASE | 
“«@ $14 ADV/S16 DAY OF | 


TickerMasres oumers 
-BY-pHONE ff 


~~ 187-2066 481-800 


Red’s, HOB & BAD Concerts presents 


2 In Concert with Special Guests "Idlewild" 
DOORS 7PM-SHOW 10 PM © $17.50 Adv / $20 Day Of 
Tickets at RED's 487-2066 or 
~Phone 451-8000 


SUNDAY NAY G 


ALL AGES w/ LICENSED BEER GARDENS 


CALLING ALL HARD ROCK LOVERS! | 


FRIDAY NAY 11 


’ MISERY — the U/timate Live Tribute to 


| = 7 [e7.% 


Doors At 7 PM @ $4 Adv / $6 Day Of 


FREE ADMISSION for VIP Card Holders! 
DRINK SPECIALS — 


SATURDAY MAY412) 


; 7. Tickets available at Reds and 


RED'S Charge-By-Phon D TICKETMAS 


487-2066 | 451-8000 


<wwwe.reds.ab.ca> 





ENTERTAINMENT, 


PH: 481-6420 


By WAYNE ARTHURSON 


The Hennessey waltz 


Hennessey « The Rev Cabaret « 
Fri, Apr 13 Some bands find their 
sound quickly—things click and then 
success is just a matter of getting the 
music out to an audience. Other 
bands go through an intense public 
growing process, trying on different 
musical hats until they find one that 
fits. Toronto’s Hennessey fit squarely 
into the latter category. After several 
different configurations and an over- 
haul of their sound, Hennessey’s new 
disc Life on AM Radio shows the band 
is finally comfortable with itself. 
Hennessey started out five years ago 
as an acoustic duo featuring Rory Dyck 
and Pamela Brennan. From there they 
blossomed into a four-piece rock band. 
They recorded their debut album, Dig It 
Up, in that configuration before losing 
two members, gaining another three 
and starting to write songs based on 
melody rather than guitar noise. The 
complete particulars of the Hennessey 
saga are too intricate to expound upon 
here, but rest assured that the Hen- 


Shannon Johnson, Terry McDade, 


Hennessey 


nessey that now exists barely resembles 
the original incarnation. 

A lot of bands would find such a 
bumpy road frustrating, but Brennan 
says that she hasn’t minded travelling it 
at all. “I love it—1’m the kind of person 
that loves change,” she says. “And that’s 
why | always like to go on tour. | enjoy 
leaving home and checking out new 
things. | love being challenged. And it's 
great—we have a different dynamic. 
Every year or so our whole band’s 
dynamic seems to change. It keeps it 
really new. We will never get bored.” 

Although Life on AM Radio (which 
has garnered them a tidy little radio hit, 
by the way) is a definite turn toward 
hooky pop for Hennessey, Brennan 
promises that the band transforms into 
a rockin’ live act when they hit the 
road. “Even we like to rock it up live 
because that’s what people like to see,” 
she says. “People are out in bars drink- 


Smile at King’s Knight Pub » Billy 
Wiseman at Lion's Head Pub « Face 






ing and want to have a good time. 
Rock bands always do really well live— 
maybe not necessarily as well on the 
radio, depending on what's big on the 
radio at the time. But we've played with 
a whole bunch of different types of 
bands. The thing that | like most about 
our band is that we're able to play in 
front of different types of crowds. We've 
opened for Big Sugar and it went over 
well. And we’ve opened for Moxy 
Friivous, which is like the flip side of the 
coin, and it went over great, too. It 

leans toward being universal.” 
Admitted diehard Beatles fans, the 
Hennessey gang aren’t sure if they'll 
stick with their current power-pop 
sound forever, but Brennan calls their 
current configuration “the best ever.” 
Regardless, Brennan says that as long 
as she and Dyck continue their musi- 
TENTED EASY 
SEE NEXT PAGE 


Lion’s Head Pub * Thunder 
Rhodes at Longriders Saloon « 


Thursday 
Apr. 12—The Hi-Phonigs at Billiard 
Club ¢ Frankie Lee at Blues on 
Whyte * Rusty Reed Band at Capital 
Hill Pub * Wendell Donovan at Casi- 
no Yellowhead * Craig Giacobbo 
Trio at Four Rooms Restaurant ¢ Eso- 
teric Mind Gate at }.}.’s Pub * Shan- 
non Johnson, Terry McDade, Uday 
Ramdas at John Walter Museum ¢ 
Baby Blue Sound Crew at joint « 
Smiling Joe Blob at King’s Knight 
Pub ¢ Billy Wiseman at Lion’s Head 
Pub ¢ The Watchmen, Staggered 
Crossing, Touchtone Gurus, Fifth 
Season, Lost Action Heroes at NAIT 
Arena * The Buttless Chaps, Aaron 
Booth, Dean Lonsdale at New City 
Likwid Lounge * Shane Young at 
Nicholby’s ¢ EF at O’Byme’s * Syndi- 
cate Jazz Pharmacy, A-Jo at Rev ¢ 
Rake, Orange at Rock Central Sta- 
tion * Darryl Kitlitz at Sherlock 
Holmes Capilano « Tim Becker at 
Sherlock Holmes Downtown * Chuck 
Belhumeur at Sherlock Holmes on 
Whyte # Dave Hiebert at Sherlock 
Holmes WEM ¢ Lester Quitzau Elec- 
tric Trio at Sidetrack Cafe « 
Matthew's Grin at Urban Lounge 


Friday 


Apr. 13—Leona and the Clan 
McFunk at Atlantic Trap and Gill « 


Neighbourhood Pub at 
Se man arenas 
Slogan and Friends at |,.’s Pub * 


Uday Ramdas at John Walter Muse- 
um * Mustard Smile at King’s Knight 
Pub ¢ Billy Wiseman at Lion’s Head 
Pub ¢ Face First, Slim Whitman’s 
Nightmare at Longriders Saloon ¢ 
Rosa at Mezza Luna * 

Luther Wright and the Wrongs, 
Tim Balash and the Chrome Mag- 
pies at New City Likwid Lounge * 
Shane Young at Nicholby’s ¢ Plaid 
Tongued Devils at O’Byme’s * Rusty 
Reed at R&B Club « Sheetblood at 
Reola’s Campus Pub * MI-S, Hen- 
nessey at Rev * Typhoid Mary at 
Rock Central Station * Darryl Kitlitz 
at Sherlock Holmes Capilano * Tim 
Becker at Sherlock Holmes Down- 
town ¢ Chuck Belhumeur at Sher- 
lock Holmes on Whyte * Dave 
Hiebert at Sherlock Holmes WEM 
Rubber Soul at Sidetrack a ef 

McNeill at Suga fee 
Thane Ben Sures, Paul Bellows 
at Tim’s Grill * Rotting Fruit, Wel- 
come at Tin Pan Alley * Matthew’s 
Grin at Urban Lounge * [Sic] Trio at 
Zenani's on 1st 


Saturday 


Apr. 14—Leona and the Clan 
McFunk at Atiantic Trap and Gill 


First, Slim Whitman’s Nightmare at 
Longriders Saloon * America Rosa at 
Mezza Luna ¢ The Saddlesores, 
Krazy 8's at New City Likwid Lounge 
* Shane Young at Nicholby’s ¢ Plaid 
Tongued Devils at O’Byme’s * 
Down to the Wood, Steve Coffey, 
Russ Baker, Steve Relf at Queen 
Alexandra Community Hall « Rusty 
Reed at R&B Club * Typhoid Mary 
at Rock Central Station * Darryl 
Kitlitz at Sherlock Holmes Capilano * 
Tim Becker at Sherlock Holmes 
Downtown ¢ Chuck Belhumeur at 
Sherlock Holmes on Whyte ¢ Dave 
Hiebert at Sherlock Holmes WEM * 
Staggered Crossing, 3 Days Wiser 
at Sidetrack Café « Roger at Stars * 
Rotting Fruit, Welcome at Tin Pan 
Alley * Matthew’s Grin at Urban 
Lounge 


Sunday 


Apr. 15—Cold Feet at Blues on 
Whyte * Tracy Brown at Earth’s 
General Store * Rotting Fruit, 
Welcome, The Quitters at Iron 
Horse * Grady Champion, John- 
ny Winter at R&B Club « 


Monday 


Matthew's Grin at Sidetrack Café 
Apr. 16—Sonny Rhodes at Blues on 
* Billy Wiseman at Lion’s 
Head Pub * Tony Dizon at 
Holmes WEM * Mark Berube and 
the Feral Four at Sidetrack Café 


Tuesday 


Apr. 17. Rhodes at Biues 
‘on Whyte « Wiseman at 


Dave Hiebert at Sherlock Holmes 
Downtown * Tony Dizon at Sher- 
lock Holmes WEM # Groove 
Alliance at Sidetrack Café « 


Wednesday 


jBomba! at Urban Lounge 

Apr. 18—Sonny Rhodes at Blues on 
Whyte ¢ Leaving Elliott at Druid « 
Billy Wiseman at Lion’s Head Pub « 
Thunder Rhodes at Longriders 
Saloon * Ben Sures at New City Lik- 
wid Lounge Dave Hiebert at 
Sherlock Holmes Downtown ¢ Duff 
Robison at Sherlock Holmes on 
Whyte * Tony Dizon at Sherlock 
Holmes WEM ¢ Mustard Smile at 
Sidetrack Café ¢ 20 Fold, Sonic 


Symphony at Urban Lounge 


Thursday 


Apr. 19—Sonny Rhodes at Blues on 
e * Robin Kelly at Casino Yel- 
lowhead * Cool Blue Method at 
Druid ¢ Duo 2+1 at Four Rooms 
Wiseman at 








Music Notes 
- Continued from previous page 


cal partnership, Hennessey will remain 
the same. “Which is important,” she 
says, “because if we were a new band 
every year we'd have a hard time 
keeping our fans.” -—EuzaBETH CHORNEY 


Back in the battle again 


Battle of the Bands * R&B Club 
(9721 - 34 Ave) « Every Thursday 
It’s that time of year when Battle of 
the Band competitions emerge from 
their winter hibernation to once again 
pit local bands against each other in 
the pursuit of cash, studio time and 
maybe, just maybe, stardom. 

One the biggest and longest-run- 
ning Battles of the Bands is run by 
ASM Promotions and this year they'll 
be staging their battles every Thursday 
night at the new R&B Club. “There 
will be two bands a night and for the 
preliminaries, the winners will be cho- 
sen by ballot,” says ASM’s Angie 
MacKenzie. “Then we'll have a panel 
of high-profile judges for the finals.” 
There will be 12 rounds of preliminar- 
ies, followed by quarter-finals, semifi- 
nals and then finally, the finals, which 
should run in late August. The prize for 
the winner is two days of recording at 
Powersound, P.A. and lighting rental 
from Atlan Productions plus $300 cash 
from the R&B Club. All bands will be 
entered in a draw for an acoustic gui- 
tar from the Acoustic Music Shop. 

The first battle occurred last week, 
and the Crazy 8s were chosen to head 
into the semis. The next few prelimi- 
nary rounds will shake out as follows: 
Face First vs. Landon Cummings and 
the Confusion (April 12); Jane Doe vs. 
Gate, formerly Indefenceof (April 19); 
the Reverbs vs. Think Not Think (April 
26); Caleb Bradley and His Discount 
Orchestra vs. Esoteric Mind (May 3); 
Lost Action Heroes vs. Haven (May 10); 
and the Exceptions vs. F-Vibe (May 17). 

There are more openings for other 
bands, so if you're interested in partic- 
ipating, contact Angie MacKenzie at 
970-7063. 


Ben Sures 





Ben at work 


Ben Sures CD Release Party * New 
City Likwid Lounge * Wed, Apr 18 
Ben Sures wants to be a cartoon char- 
acter—and he knows exactly which 
one. He thinks The Simpsons should add 
a new character: a falafel shop owner, a 
guy with a lisping Israeli accent. If you 
ask Sures for his impression of the char- 
acter, he'll have no trouble filling your 
request. He’s also got a bunch more 
voices and impressions. 

Sures (who was named one of Win- 


nipeg’s top three songwriters in 2000) 
is, quite simply, one funny guy, a fact 
that’s quite evident on his new com- 
pact disc, Live: Keep Fresh. As the title 
suggests, it’s a live CD, a collection of 
songs from two recent shows (one in 
Edmonton at the Likwid Lounge and 
the other in Winnipeg). The songs dis- 
play Sures’s quirky sense of humour 
and his skill at telling offbeat stories. 
Like the one about what his mother 
used to make him for school lunches: 
she’d slice the bread thick and slather it 
with peanut butter. For Sures’s health, 
she'd add green pepper to the mix. 

“\'m more creative when !’m all 
fucked up and tired,” Sures says, “but 
there's definitely a fine line. There has 
to be just the right amount of sleepi- 
ness. My best songs are the ones that 
take only five minutes to write, when 
I've been up all night and when I’ve 
gotten up early. But I'm awake 
enough to know that | have to scrib- 
ble them down or | will be in trouble. 
I'll have lost those great moments.” 

Live: Keep Fresh is Sures’s third CD 
after No Absolutes (1994) and Ooh 
Wah Baby (1997), but it’s the first one 
to capture his live act. “A lot of people, 
especially my quote-unquote ‘folk fans’ 
have been asking for one for years,” he 
says. “And at gigs people would ask 
me which one of my records is most 
like me live. Another reason is that I’m 
trying a lot of new things musically, 
changing direction a bit, so this is a 
good way to document Ben Sures the 
folk singer, because | don’t think of 
myself that way anymore.” 

Sures took the last year off and has 
been exploring playing with a band 
and an electric guitar instead of the 
acoustic settings he’s more used to. 
“I'm just experimenting, trying to grow 
as a musician,” he says. “Basically, I've 
gone back to ground zero. | had a bit 
of a career but it’s basically disappeared 
and now I’m starting fresh.” 

The live disc is also one way to 
raise money for his next studio record- 
ing. The more than 500 people on 
Sures’s mailing list will get an offer to 
pre-order his next studio work and 
those who do will receive the live disc 
as a bonus. (Sures fans should note 
that Live: Keep Fresh contains the hotly 
anticipated third installment of his 
“The Hippo and the Canary” saga.) 

You also won't find the live disc in 
stores; Sures is only selling copies at his 
CD release party this Wednesday at the 
New City Likwid Lounge. To help out 
fans who have to work the next day, 
the show will start early, with the first 
set, featuring Sures in solo-folk singer 
mode, at 9 p.m. A second set, in which 
Sures will play some of his newer works 
backed by a bassist (and maybe a 
drummer), will end before midnight. 

For more info on Ben Sures, check 
out his new website at www.ben- 
sures.com. 


Ice to see you 


The whole city is behind the Oilers and 
their playoff hopes. We're pulling for 
the team, hoping they’ll get past the 
first round this time. Some of us, how- 
ever, will be cheering for the Stars. No, 
not the Dallas Stars (what do you think 
| am—crazy?), but the Green Pepper 
Big Rock Stars, who by the time you 
read this will have landed in Toronto 
ready to hit the ice for the fifth annual 
Exclaim Cup. 

Every year, the Toronto-based music 


magazine Exclaim holds a special hockey 
tournament geared toward musician- 
based hockey teams. For the first time 
ever, representatives from Edmonton’s 
Green Pepper Hockey League are going 
to be in Hogtown competing. 

“It’s a whole lot of hockey and it’s 
going to be a whole lot of fun,” says 
team captain and GPHL commissioner 
Brent Oliver. “And that’s the point, 
we're going to have fun. | think we 
have a pretty good team. We've got 
some decent, talented players who are 
willing to give it 110 per cent and put 
forward their best effort and who, 
through the goodwill of the Lord, are 
going play their hearts out to make a 
good contribution to the team. And 
wouldn’t mind winning, but that’s not 
the point. We're going to have a total 
amount of fun.” 

(At this point, Vue would like to 
point out that some of Oliver's original 
quotes may have been peppered with 
sports clichés in order to give this 
story better athletic support.) 

The tournament consists of two 
tiers in order to make things more 
competitive. The Green Pepper Big 
Rock Stars are in Tier One, pitted 
against teams with some well-known 
musicians and ex-junior hockey players. 
“We're playing against the Rheostatic 
guys, the Tragically Hip guys, the real 
serious guys,” says Oliver. “The Morn- 
ingstars [started by the band Dinner Is 
Ruined and featuring members of 13 
Engines and the Rheostatics] are sup- 
posed to be one of the top competi- 
tors, as well as the Sonic Unyon Pond 
Squad and the Toronto Boom. | hear 
that they are fucking hot, too.” 

Local luminaries on the Green Pep- 
per Rock Stars include Oliver, Lyle Bell 
and Sean Rivalin from Mollys Reach (and 
VUE Weekly), Rich Bomber, filmmaker 
Dave Luxton, bartender-around-town 
Jason Hanley, Rob Fidler, Dana Tucker, 
Brent Bentz, Chary Woods, John Teskey, 
Jenn Elliott, Saara Stevenson and Brad 
English. Each team must also field a rock 
band to perform at the Tournament 
Kickoff Party. Edmonton's band will be a 
hybrid, featuring Oliver on drums, Bell 
on guitar and Rivalin on bass. 

And if you were wondering who 
won the GPHL Championship this sea- 
son, you can congratulate the mem- 
bers of the Drool team who beat 
Poopygan 4-3 in another amazing 
final. “And there’s going to be hockey 
next year,” Oliver says. “The league is 
going to be reformatted and retooled 
with some teams leaving and others 
changing names. But that’s next year.” 


Sacre bleu! 


If you were hoping to head to the all- 
ages show featuring Mint recording 
artists the New Town Animals and 
Edmonton’s own Les Tabernacles 
(along with two other bands), forget it. 
The show, which was to be held 
this Good Friday (April 13) has been 
cancelled. According to the promoter, 
Rob Wright of Bulletproof Produc- 
tions, the hall was doubled-booked by 
the community and he was unable to 
find a replacement venue in time. 
However, Wright did let us know 
about another show that local metal- 
heads might be interested in. Next 
Thursday (April 19) over at the Fox 
and Hounds, you can catch Montreal’s 
Cryptopsy and Candiria from Brook- 
lyn, New York, sharing the stage with 
locals Dead Jesus and Compromise. © 
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Expose yourself to new music. 
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White Ladder 


Relationship Of Command ariage The Gift Of Game White Ladder 


CAROLYN DAWN 
JOHNSON JILL SCOTT VANN 
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Room With A View Who Is Jill Scott? Phenomenal Woman Staggered Crossing ‘~ Ripping Into Bliss 
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Bonnie Doon Shopping Centre Edmonton Centre 


Kingsway Garden Mall Southgate Shopping Centre 
West Ed Superstore Londonderry Mall * Millwoods Town Centre 
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Music from big Pink 


Luther Wright goes 
to The Wall with 
new project 


‘BY WAYNE ARTHURSON 


uther Wright and the Wrongs 
fl have done the unthinkable: 

hey have: rebuilt a wall. Not 
just any wall, mind you. They have 
rebuilt, with a county and western 
touch, the biggest damn wall of all 
time - Pink Floyd's The Wall. 

If you were alive and aware of 
music in late 1979 and early 1980, 
you couldn’t have missed The Wall, 
that behemoth two-LP concept 
album, an excessive rock ’n’ roll 
production that, ironically, lament- 
ed the excesses of rock ’n’ roll. It 
sold millions upon millions and 
became one of the classic albums of 
all time. So why did a Canadian 
band with the unlikely handle of 
Luther Wright and the Wrongs 
decide to put their own country- 
and-western brick in The Wall? 

“It was one of those things on 
our list of things to do,” says band 
frontman Luther Wright. “Dye our 
hair pink, get a Prince 
Albert and record 
The Wall.... We 
broke it down as a 
bit of joke, but then 
realized that all the songs were kind 
of perfect for the music we play and 
all we needed to do was play it. We 
had to do a bit of refiguring, but for 
the most part The Wall is a hidden 
country-ass record. And now that it’s 
done, it speaks for itself as to why 
we did it. It worked.” 


All about my “Mother” 


Luther is right; their version The 
Wall works. It’s an inspired record- 
ing. Not since the days when Dread 
Zeppelin gave the Led Zeppelin cat- 
alogue their own reggae/Elvis twist 
has there been such a dazzling 
reworking of a rock classic. There 


Count Floyd: Luther Wright rebuilds The Wall 


are some incredible moments on 
the disc, including a beautiful duet 
on “Mother” between Luther and 
his Weeping Tile bandmate Sarah 
Harmer. Luther Wright and the 
Wrongs have done such a great job 
interpreting The Wall (or, to be pre- 
cise, the first half of the album, up 
to “Goodbye Cruel World”) that 
after a few listens you almost forget 
what the original sounds like. It’s 
so impressive that 
even Mr. Floyd 
himself, Roger 
Waters, has given 
the album his approval. 
“He hasn't offered us a chance 
to tour with him, but then again, 
we haven't offered him the chance 
to tour with us, so it’s a 50/50 
thing,” says Wright, adding that 
the band was shocked at the posi- 
tive response the record received. 
“We didn’t realize that anybody 
was going to care, so we were sur- 
prised that there was actual 
demand. No one’s really been 
pissed off because they think we 
wrecked Pink Floyd’s record or any- 
thing like that. The diehard Floyd 
fans that we know—even some of 
the guys in the band who would 
qualify as diehard Floyd fans— 
think it’s Sipe! great.” 





Are we doing 
“Stonehenge” tonight? 


The new and improved version of 
The Wall makes a stop in Edmonton 
this Friday at the New City Likwid 
Lounge. The band will be interspers- 
ing some of their own songs among 
the Pink Floyd material, but don’t 
expect them to rework Floyd's live 
show and build a giant wall in front 
of the stage. “There’s a slight discrep- 
ancy between their budget for shows 
and our budget for shows,” notes 
Wright. “At this point, we might get 
a Spinal Tap version and get a tiny 
Lego wall built by midgets. We actu- 
ally built a straw wall in Kingston 
and will do it anywhere we can get 
the bales, but we just can’t bring 
them on tour. There’s just not 
enough space in the van.” 

Luther Wright and the Wrongs 
will release the second half of their 
Wall later this year and then never 
rework another classic album. “Well, 
other than Grease, Quadrophenia and 
Benny Goodman's Greatest Hits,” says 
Wright, “The Wall is the only one 
we'll ever do.” © 


‘Luther Wright and the Wrongs - 
New City Likwid erie © Fri, “4 13 








Chicks with picks 


Audiences bigger 
for second Grrrls 
With Guitars tour 


en Nadine Davenport 
first took on the job of 
booking a women’s singer- 
songwriter showcase for the venera- 
ble Railway Club in 
Vancouver seven 
years ago, it wasn’t 
supposed to turn 
into a career. Yet she 
has found herself heading up a proj- 
ect that has grown in scope and pop- 
ularity beyond her wildest 
expectations. Grrls With Guitars has 
become a veritable institution in the 
Vancouver folk, with a a worksho| 


po $4 Re ty Ease 16 teh 


that occurs at every Vancouver Folk 
Festival, one successful compilation 
CD under their collective belts and 
two acclaimed tours to brag about. 
Not content to rest on her laurels, 
Davenport has now helped orches- 
trate the third tour to support the 
CD—this one bigger in scope than 
the previous two. 

The GWG “Tequila and Tattoos” 
tour sees four artists strumming and 
crooning their way through B.C. 

and Alberta over a 

three-week stretch. 

Linda McRae, 

Belinda Bruce, 

Danielle French and 

Davenport herself will make appear- 

ances at western coffee shops and 

clubs throughout April, and if previ- 

ous outings are any indication, 
they'll be doing it to packed rooms. 


Davenport, sees the shows. as an 


ae 


opportunity for both newcomers 
and fans of the artists to see them 
play in unique settings. “The 
crowds have been very receptive to 
the whole idea of us on the stage at 
the same time, and [because] it's a 
variation on different styles, that 
seems to keep people interested.” 


Feminine rhymes? 


This kind of stylistic experimenta- 
tion—not just folk, not just coun- 
try—has become one of the 
hallmarks of Grrris With Guitars and 
is undoubtedly one of the reasons 
behind its success. This is evident 
on the first compilation CD, which, 
along with Davenport, French and 
McRae, featured artists like Kinnie 
Starr and Leslie Alexander. A second 
7 iS SS 
SEE PAGE 28 


CENTRAL 
STATION 


APRIL 20-21 


OPEN KING: RINGS SS 

THURSDAY 
FRIDAY & 

SATURDAY 


9 PM 


INDEPENDENT RECORDING ARTISTS 
TONIGHT - APRIL 12 
ALSO APPEARING: ORANGE 


IN OUR COACH AND FOUR LOUNGE 
WED: 8 PM MARTY AND FRIENDS 
OPEN STAGE COUNTRY MUSIC JAM 
THURS: KARAOKE WITH GAL ALICE AT 9 PM 


ott Fang, LET US ENTERTAIN YOU 
© — WITH SOME OF THE BEST 
EXOTIC ENTERTAINERS 
IN CANADA 


ENJOY 
28 EXOTIC SHOWS DAILY 


THIS IS ONE OF THE MOST 
UNIQUE RESTAURANTS 
YOU WILL EVER LAY YOUR EYES ON! 


es 
ALONGSIDE ALL THE HISTORY, 
WE HAVE GREAT FOOD 
~ OPEN DAILY ~ 
10% SENIORS DISCOUNT 


HOTEL SERVICES 


© 24 VLT’S IN OUR SPACIOUS LOUNGES 
¢ 71 ROOMS - AMONG THE BEST RATES IN THE CITY 
¢ ACRES OF FREE PARKING 
¢ BEER & LIQUOR OFF SALES ’TIL 2:50 AM DAILY 


TRA 


Osha INCE NAS 0) = 
479-4266 
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EVERYDAY 
8101 . 103 STREET 


(LIVE) 
SUNDAY 
APR 15 


DOUBLE BILL 


ROTTING 
FRUIT 


WELCOME 


MONDAY 


HIGHBALLS $2.50 
MIKES LEMONADE $3.25 


WEDNESDAY 


HOCKEY IN THE 
SKY SUITE 


MOLSON CANADIAN 
SUPERCANS $3.50 


THURSDAY 


- SURVIVOR - 
DRINK SPECIALS 
GALORE 


SPONSORED BY 
VALHALLA PURE 
OUTFITTERS 


FRIDAY 


BELLINIS $3.50 
SHOTS $3.25 


S.0.B SATURDAYS 


CORONA $3.50 
TEQUILA ROSA $3.25 


SUNDAY 


HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY 
BRUNCH FROM 11:30-2 


EVERY DAY 
HAPPY HOUR 
4-8PM 
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For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 


e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 
Deadline is 3pm Friday. 


Turn to "More Music" on page 22 


for day-to-day listings. 


ALTERNATIVE 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10161/57- 
112 Street, 413-4578. THU 12: The Buttless 
Chaps, Aaron Booth, Dean Lonsdale. FRI 

13: Luther Wright and the Wrongs, Tim 
Balash and The Chrome Magpies. SAT 14: 
The Saddlesores, Krazy 8’s. WED 18: Ben 
Sures-CD release party. TIX: $5 @ door. 
THU 19: Ray-o-Vaq, Little Baby Cupcakes. 


REV 10030-102 Street, 424-2851. THU 
12: Syndicate Jazz Pharmacy, A-Jo. FRI 13 
(8:30 door): MI-5S, Hennessey. FRI 20: 
Broken Nose-CD release party, Mammoth, 
Impaired. 


BLUES AND ROOTS 


THE ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704 
Calgary Trail S., 432-4611. THU 12: Open 
stage. FRI 13-SAT 14: Leona and The Clan 
McFunk 


THE BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425 
Whyte Avenue, 439-1082. eEvery SAT (3- 
6pm): Hair of the Dog. SAT 14: Cory 
Danyluk. SAT 21: Year Of The Panda 


BLUES AT THE HILL-CAPITAL HILL PUB 
14203 Stony Plain Road, 454-3063. THU 
12: Rusty Reed Band. FRI 13-SAT 14: Dave 
Babcock Quartet. 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329 Whyte Avenue, 


439-3981. THU 12-SAT 14: Frankie Lee 
SUN 15: Cold Feet. MON 16-SAT 21: 
Sonny Rhodes. SUN 22: Shannon Fayth 


CYBERTOPIA INTERNET CAFE 11607- 
Jasper Avenue, Upper floor, 451-3849. 
*Every SUN (2-5pm): Open stage for any 
pre pprevee musical acts. Hosted by 

jierstin (folk singerisanavaitets. a ee 
Apr. 29. FRI 13 (8pm): Top Universe (fol 
rock), Pawn Shop (folk, country). 


THE DRUID 11606 Jasper Avenue; 454- 
9928. TUE 17 (9pm): Open Stage with 
Captain Tractor’s Chris Whyners. No cover. 
WED 18 (9:30pm): Leaving Elliott. No 


THE BUTTLESS CHAPS 


cover. THU 19 (9pm): Cool Blue Method. 
No cover. 


EARTH'S GENERAL STORE 10832 Whyte 
Ave. SUN 15 (1:30-3:30pm): Tracy Brown 
(Celtic harp, voice). Free. 


EXPRESSIONZ CAFE MARKET AND 
MEETING PLACE 9142-118 Avenue, 471- 
9125S. FRI 20: Bissett and Watt Band with 
Cathy Kowalski. SAT 21: Open Stage with 
Randall Walsh. 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival Way, 
Sherwood Park, 449-3378. SAT 21 
(7:30pm): Archie Fisher and Michael Marra 
(folk songwriters). TIX: $16.50 cabaret, $15 
adult, $12.59 kid/senior. 


FIDDLER'S ROOST 8906-99 St., 439- 
9788. *Every MON (7:30pm): Count! 
Music Jam. *Every TUE RD Fiddle 
Jam. *Every THU (7:30pm): Open Jam. 


FREEMASONS HALL 10318-100 Ave. SAT 
21 (7pm): Annie Gallup, Joel Kroecker. TIX: 
$10 adv., $12 @ door. Adv. tickets @ 
Blackbyrd Myoozik, Sound Connection. 


FULL MOON FOLK CLUB Riverdale Hall, 
9231-100 Avenue, 438-6410, 420-1757. 
FRI 27 (7pm door): Katy Moffat, Steve 
Young (singer/songwriters). TIX: $15 @ 
door; $13 adv. @ TIX On the Square. 


THE GRINDER 10957-124 St., 453-1709 
FRI 13-SAT 14 (9pm): Juke Joint featuring 
Mary Thomas. 


INDIGO BOOKS MUSIC AND CAFE 
1837-99 Street, South Edmonton 
Common, 432-4488. FRI 13 (4pm): 
iBomba! CD signing. 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM Near Kinsmen 
Sports Centre, 496-4852, 496-8778. THU 
12-SAT 14 (7:30pm): Spring Fling: Shannon 
Johnson (violin), Terry McDade (harp), 
Uday Ramdas (tablas, percussion). 


MEZZA LUNA 10238-104 St., 423-LUNA. 
Latin club now open. *Every WED (9- 
11pm): Free dance lessons. FRI 13-SAT 14: 
America Rosa. FRI 20-SAT 21: America Rosa. 


NICHOLBY'S BAR AND GRILL 11062- 
156 Street, 448-2255. *Every WED: 
Karaoke and Music Trivia. THU 12-SAT 14: 
Shane Young. 


NORTHERN LIGHTS FOLK CLUB Queen 


Alexandra Community Hall, 10425 
University Ave., 437-2736. SAT 14 (7pm 










Nobody is really sure 
what motivated Mon- 
teverdi to compose his 
Vespers, which was first 
published in 1610. What 
is certain is the fact that 
many regard the 
rol -Taar-Tale diate i olf. ma doll of) 
one of the most impor- 
tant musical works ever 
created. At the time of its 
composition, 
nothing like it in Western 
music, and Monteverdi 
was at the peak of his 
abilities when he 
fold -t-lan-to mel ombemele-lur-hde 
and complex interplay of 
sacred and secular 
sounds. The work is 
rarely performed live 
today because of the 
rare, specialized instru- 
ments it requires, like the 
curtal (the forerunner of 
dat-Maatele(-1aalm ef-Lstolola) Mr-Tale| 


there was 





the sackbut (a medieval trombone). Pro Coro Canada has assembled a bril- 
liant cast to perform 1670 Vespers on Good Friday at the Winspear Centre, 
including the Montreal-based group the Whole Noyse, members of Vancou- 
ver's Pacific Baroque Orchestra, British soloist Linda Perillo (pictured), local 
soloist Eva Bostrand, tenors Paul Elliott and Colin Balzer and bass Paul Grind- 
lay. Tickets are available through the Winspear box office at 428-1414. 


door): Down to the Wood, Steve Coffe 
and Russ Baker and Steve Relf. TIX: $1 
adv., $12 @ door. Adv. tickets @ Alfie 
Myhres Music or Blackbyrd Myoozik. 


O'BYRNES IRISH PUB 10616-82 Avenue, 


414-6766. THU12: EF, FRI 13-SAT 14: Plaid 
Tongued Devils. No cover. 


THE R&B CLUB 9271-34 Ave., 490-5469. 


THU 12: Battle of the Bands. $3 cover. FRI 
13-SAT 14: Rusty Reed. $3 cover. SUN 15: 
Grady Champion (Shanachie) with Johnny 
Winter. THU 19: Battle of the Bands. 


RIVERDALE HALL 9231-100 Avenue, 

432-7633, 420-1757. FRI 20 (8pm): Kat 

Danser is an (acoustic folk, blues 

sitiger/ songwriter). TIX: $6 @ door; 
lando Books, 10123-82 Avenue; 

Southside Sound 10362-82 Avenue 432- 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 Street, 
421-1326. *Every SUN: Variety Night. THU 
12 (9pm): The Lester Quitzau Electric Trio. 
TIX: $7 adv., $9 @ door. Adv. tickets @ 
Sidetrack. FRI 13 (9pm): Rubber Soul-The 
Canadian Tribute. $7 cover. SAT 14 (9pm): 
Staggered Crossing, 3 Days Wiser. TIX: $7 
adv., $9 @ door. Adv. tickets @ Sidetrack. 
SUN 15 (8pm): Variety Night: Comedy 
Show by the Comedy Factory. Dj 
Dudeman. Band: Matthew's Grin; TIX: $5. 
MON 16 (9pm): Mark Berube and the Feral 
Four (blues, rock, R&B).$5 cover. TUE 17 
(9pm): The Tuesda Night Music Series: 
araove Alliance. $4 (cover WED 18 (9pm): 
Mustard Smile (alterna-pop-rock cover 
band). $5 cover. THU 19 (pm): Austin 
Lounge Lizards (country, bluegrass). TIX: $8 
adv., $10 day of. Adv. tickets @ the 
Sidetrack. 














AARON BOOTH 
DEAN LONSDALE 


LUTHER WRIGHT 
THE WRONGS 


oak TORONTO, OF WEEPING TILE 
TIM BALASH & THE CHROME MAGPIES 


TAGTEAM TUESDAYS WITH JAILHOUSE ROB S GRAMRBA 


Sti] The Seddiesores 
wl4 Krazy 8's 


WE DNESDAY,S,Wi Hel HEgRETURN~O haDIZSHONE, 


BEN SURES |B 


ur | 
“LIVE: KEEP FRESH" CD RELEASE |X 
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Sle Alrayovad « LITTLE 


& BABY 
CUPCAKES 









7503; TIX On The Square, 3 Sir Winston 
Churchill Square. 

SECOND CUP 10303 Jasper Ave., 424- 
7468. *Every THU (7:30-10:30pm): Ron 


Taylor’: tage. *Every SUN (8- 
10:30pm): Live reusic. SUN 22 ‘ec TIM'S GRILL 7106-109 Street, 413-9606. 


10:30pm): Thom Golub (jazz bass). eEvery WED: Karaoke. *Every SAT: Open 


SECOND CUP_12336-102 Avenue, 451- StagesERi is Spinel haus ean 
7574. *Every FRI (8-11pm): Eclectic Live 
Music. FR! 20: Natalie and Andrew 
(singer/songwriters). 


SUGARBOWL CAFE AND BAR 10922-88 
Ave., 433-8369. *Every FRI: Original live 
music. FRI 13: Wendy McNeill. $3 cover. 
FRI 20: Michael Marra. $3 cover. 


SEE NEXT PAGE 









Empire Building 
Downtown 
10117-101 Street 
425-6151 












Friday, Apr 13th 
(sic) Trio 


w/ Thom Golub (bass) 


Li Arndt (g 
& Kevin Parkinson 


1itar) 


(drums) 
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Paul Bellows. 


TIN PAN ALLEY 4804 Calgary Trail 
South, 702-2060. THU 12: (hid To (jazz) 
FRI 13-SAT 14: Rotting Fruit with special 

uests Welcome, THU 19: Rhonda Withnell 
tio (jazz). FRI 20: iBomba! (Latin) CD 
release party. Broadcast live on CBC. SAT 
21: Ree tom a Small Planet (funk, soul 
rock). CD release party. 


ALL SAINTS’ ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL 
10035-103 Street, 420-1757. SAT 21 
(8pm): Music of the Salon and Stage: The 
Edmonton Opera a brer ore TIX: $10, $5 
senior/student @ TIX on the Square or @ 

) the door. 


CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, U of 
A, 420-1757. THU 12 (8pm): The New 

) Edmonton Wind Sinfonia in concert with 
4uartre. TIX: $5 @ TIX on the Square. SAT 
14 (8pm): Master of Music Recital: Leanne 

Regehr (piano). TIX: @ TIX on the Square. 


EDMONTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Winspear Centre, 4 Sir Winston Churchill 

) Square, 99 Street, 102A Avenue, 428-1414. 
» FRI 20-SAT 21 Ne Masters Series: Mario 
) Galeani (piano), Viadimir Valek (guest con- 
ductor). 


MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Banquet Hall, 10025-101 Street, 420-1757. 
SAT 14 (8pm): A Beggars Passion: Andrew 
)Creaghan. TIX: $15 adult, $10 student/sen- 
ior @ TIX on the Square. SUN 22 (3pm): A 
p Spring Opus: Ariose Women’s Choir. TIX: 

$12 adult, $8 student/senior @ TIX on the 
) Square or @ door. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston 
ieChurchill Square, 428-1414. *420-1757. 
BFR! 13 (2pm): Pro Coro Canada presents 
Monteverdi 1610 Vespers. Conducted by 
Richard Sparks. TIX: $35 adult, $30 stu- 
sdent/senior. Tickets @ TIX on the Square or 
Winspear Box Office. WED 18 (12 noon): 
Wednesdays at Winspear: Moonlight and 
Nmore with Michael Kim Free. Donations 
accepted in support of the Edmonton 
Concert Hall Foundation. 


* COUNTRY 


COACH AND FOUR LOUNGE Rock 
Central Station, Kingsway Inn, 10812 
Kingsway Avenue, 479-4266. WED 18 
(8pm): Open stage country music jam. 
Marty and Friends. 


INSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston 
Churchill Square, 428-1414. THU 19 (8pm 
show): Lisa Brokop and Tara Lyn Hart. Tix: 
$25 orchestra, terrace and dress circle; $21 
upper circle and gallery. 


















- 
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‘OUR ROOMS RESTAURANT 102 Ave. 

ntrance, Edmonton Centre, 426-4767. 
HU 12: The Craig Giacobbo Trio. SAT 14: 
he Alterations Trio. THU 19: Duo 2 + 1. 
‘AT 21: lan and Fred of The Hi-Phonigs. 


ON BRIDGE 12520-102 Avenue, 482- 
620, 487-5372. *Patio open daily. SAT 7 
12:30pm-3pm): Maureane O'Shaugnessy 
Socal) with Andrew Glover (key board). 

0 cover. 


IVERCITY CHOPHOUSE 11811 Jasper 
ve., 482-1140. Patio open daily. *Every 
\T and SUN (11am-2pm): Andrew Glover 
iano). eEvery SUN-TUE (6:30-9pm): 
indrew Glover (piano). 


ARDBIRD SUITE 11 Tommy Banks Way, 
03 Street, 86 Avenue, 432-0428. *Every 
RI: Non-smoking nights. *Every TUE: Jam 
ssion. 

ENARI'S ON 1ST 10117-101 Street, 
25-6151. FRI 13 (8-midnight): [Sic] Trio 
ith Thom Golub (bass), Lane Arndt (gui- 
r),,Kevin Parkinson (drums). 


















E LION'S HEAD PUB Coast Terrace 
n, 4440 a Trail South, 431-5815. 
HU'12-SAT 14: Billy Wiseman. MON 16- 
‘T 21: Billy Wiseman. 


ERLOCK HOLMES CAPILANO 
atte Mall, 5004-98 Avenue, 463-7788. 
12-SAT 14: Darryl Kitlitz. THU 19-SAT 
1: Tim Becker. 


ERLOCK HOLMES DOWNTOWN Rice 


2-SAT 14: Tim Becker. TUE 17- 
'T 21: Dave Hiebert. 


IERLOCK HOLMES W.E.M. Bourbon 
+» 444-1752. THU 12-SAT 14: Dave 
iebert. MON 16-SAT 21: Tony Dizon. 


OCK HOLMES 
341-82 Avenue, 433-9676. 
Ipm-lam): Karaoke. THU 12-SAT 


SUN 






Chuck Belhumeur. WED 18-SAT 21: Duff 
Robison. 


POP AND ROCK 


Also see VURB Weekly on page 32. 


THE BILLIARD CLUB 2nd Fi., 10505 
Whyte Ave., 432-0335. THU 12 (8pm): The 
Hi-Phonigqs. 


CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Argyll Road, 
463-9467. FRI 13-SAT 14: Allan and 
Raymond Band. FRI 20-SAT 21: Ozzie and 
Harriett. 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 1 2464-153 
Street, 463-9467. THU 12-SAT 14: Wendall 
Donavan. THU 19-SAT 21: Robin Kelly 

as Elvis. 


ECCO NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 9605-66 
Ave., 435-5050. FRI 13-SAT 14: Resilience. 


IRON HORSE 8101-103 Street, 438-1907. 
SUN 15: Rotting Fruit, Welcome, The 
Quitters. 

J.J.'S PUB 13160 118 Avenue, 451-9180. 
Every WED: Open stage hosted by Javed 
Band. THU 12: Easter Party: Esoteric Mind 
Gate (rock). FRI 13-SAT 14: Kyler Slogan 
and Friends (rock). FRI 20-SAT 21: Tooth 
'N Nail. 

THE JOINT NIGHTCLUB WENM, 882-170 
Street, 486-3013. THU 12: Baby Blue 
Sound Crew. 

KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Avenue, 
433-2599. THU 12: Smiling Joe Blob. FRI 
13-SAT 14: Mustard Smile. FRI 20-SAT 21: 
Face First. 


LONGRIDERS SALOON 11733-78 Street, 


De Satie 
aN Len id 
, 


4 www.muchmusic.com 


EL YBIL ye )5) cORCER 


PA tons fice 
479-7400. FRI 13-SAT 14: Double Rock 
Bandstand: Face First, Slim Whitman's 
Nightmare. TUE 17-WED 18: Thunder 


Rhodes. FRI 20-SAT 21: Chad Klinger. 
$4 cover. 


NAIT ARENA 108 St., Princess Elizabeth 
Ave., 451-8000. THU 12 (5pm door): The 
Watchmen, Staggered Crossing, Touchtone 
Gurus, Fifth Season, Lost Action Heroes. 
TIX; $15 adv., $20 day of 


RED'S WEM, 487-2066, 451-8000. SAT 
21: Danko Jones, 3 Days Wiser. TIX: $10.95 
adv., $13.95 day of. 


REOLA'S CAMPUS PUB 10805-105 
Avenue, 424-1072. FRI 13: Sheetblood with 
guests (rock). 


ROCK CENTRAL STATION Kingsway Inn, 
10812 Kingsway Ave., 479-4266. THU 12: 
Rake, Cre FRI 13-SAT 14: Typhoid 
Mary. FRI 20-SAT 21: King Ring Nancy. 


STARS 10545 Whyte Avenue, 434-5366, 

439-7500. SAT 14 topm door): Roger. SAT 
21 (9pm door): Drool with Johnny R. Soule 
and the Disturbers. 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 Street, 439- 
3388. ¢Every MON: I.R.S. Mondays w/ D] 
Gilligan. THU 12-SAT 14 (10pm): 
Matthew's Grin. TIX: $3/$5. TUE 17 (9pm): 
iBomba!. $3 cover. WED 18 (10pm): 20 
Fold and Sonic Symphony. $5 cover. THU 
19 (9pm): Grrls With Guitars with Linda 
McRae. $5 cover. FRI 20-SAT 21 (10pm): 
King Muskafa. TIX: $5 cover. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 428-1414. SUN 22 
(7:30pm show): Nelly Furtado 
(singer/songwriter). Sold out. TIX: $30.50 
orchestra, terrace, dress circle; $22.50 
upper circle gallery. 
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PLACEBO | 
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PURCHASE TICKETS GOGEOGE at : 


Am 


10b.ca OR tic} 


ticketmaster 451-8000/ticketmaster.ca 














Pubs 


ING i] 


Every Tuesday night ~ 


with the spiciest, best 
tasting chicken wings in 


town, only 25¢! 








ry 
Apr 12-14: Dave Hiebert 
Apr 16-21: Tony Dizon 
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Apr 12-14: Darryl Kitlitz 


ANG 










Apr 19-21: Tim Becker 





Sundays 9pm-lam Karaoke 


Apr 12-14: Chuck Belhuimer 
Apr 18-21: Duff Robison 


JOUWN Ww it 


Apr 12-14: Tim Becker 
Apr 17-21: Dave Hiebert 


EDMONTON LOCATIONS 


Capilano Mall * Rice Howard Way * Whyte Ave. * Bourbon St. 


www.thesherlockholmes.com 
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Wednesdays 
Bicracks & Music Trivia 





BAR «GRILL BILUARDS 


11062 - 156 St. 
448-2255 











SHANE YOUNG 
AN. AND 
jpaniee 


PRESENT 


Ednnntons Bat Rye 100.3 fm 


“BEAR 


TONIGHT 


THURSDAY 

APRIL12¢ 2001 . ARENA 

Wau.® 108 Street & 
Princess 


Eliz. Ave. 


NO MINORS 


5:30 PM + 12:00 AM 


With Special Guests 


ee Crossing 


Touchtone Gurus ¢ Fifth Season ¢ Lost Action Heroes 


_ Tickets: $20 at the dc 


Tickets can be purchased at the NAITSA office (E131), The Nest, Ticketmaster, 
charge-by-phone 451-8000, or www. ticketmaster.ca 


PRESENTED BY: 


B= con 


Blt at Bt 0 fp 


ie 
“BEAR 


ala 


peyton 








LIVE MUSIC WEEKEND NIGHTS. Re 


BThurssErisat Apr 12-14 





peat the Beatles 


Edmonton's Fabulous Foursome: Rubber Soul 


When it comes to 
imitating the 
Beatles, Rubber 
Soul are (mop)tops 


By DAVE JOHNSTON 


few years ago, Rob Mackroth 
A= long hair. Long enough, 

it seems, that when he wore 
his round glasses, he bore more than 
a passing resemblance to John 
Lennon during the later, Let It Be 
days of the Beatles. 

“I'd wear my hair down some- 
times, parted in the middle, and 
somebody would always stop me,” 
he says, cringing slightly. “I knew 
what was coming.” 

Mackroth would take 
the comments in 
stride since he loved 
the Beatles—adored 
them, actually. Asa 
youngster growing up in a “coun- 
try and western home,” he discovered 
records by groups like the Everly 
Brothers hidden amongst his parents’ 
collection and quickly began to appre- 
ciate the harmonies. Then he heard 
the Beatles and Mackroth’s world 
began to make sense. The first album 
he bought was the red-covered 1962- 
66 anthology when he was 13. Then 
his martial arts instructor introduced 
him to the other albums. Then there 


Grrrls With G Guitars | 


Continued from page 25 
release is due out this summer high- 
lighting another group of regular 
performers at the now biweekly 
showcase. The fact that the project 
has grown to this magnitude has 
seemed to surprise even Davenport. 

“It has become a project beyond 
myself and my career,” she says. 
“It's just been really accepted, which 
has been a big surprise for me. It’s 
just the right timing. The last five to 
seven years have been a really good 
time for women songwriters and 
women in music in general.” 

The fortuitously timed project 
began before Lilith Fair, before the 
diva phenomena took hold and with 
little foreknowledge that the music 
industry would begin to take even 
the limited interest in female song- 
writers that it has over the last 
decade. With the alt-country scene 
now booming in Vancouver and 
across the prairies and the renewed 









was no turning back. 

“I'd go down to A&A Records 
and buy each album when I had the 
money,” he recalls. “My friends and 
1 would always show off our latest 
ones to each other. Then I started 
going to Sound Connection and 
buying up the bootlegs.” 


The gift of Fab 


Now in his early 30s, Mackroth and 
three fellow Beatles fanatics have 
taken their devotion to the legacy of 
the Fab Four and turned it into a 
musical labour of love. Taking their 
name from the Liverpool foursome’s 
seminal 1965 album, Rubber Soul is 
probably Edmonton’s first Beatles 
tribute act, if not its most ambi- 
tious. Every detail of the Beatles’ 
performances has been studiously 
considered, duplicated 
and approximated, 
including an 
impressive (and 
still growing) reper- 

toire of over 70 songs all deliv- 
ered with as much fidelity to the 
originals as possible. 

The timing couldn’t be more for- 
tuitous. The recent Beatles 1 compila- 
tion, featuring all of the group's 
biggest hits, went to the top of the 
charts in over 30 countries and 
sparked a renewed interest in the leg- 
endary band’s music for a whole new 
generation. So far, the response to 
Rubber Soul has been overwhelm- 


interest among various age groups in 
folk and roots music, Grrls With Gui- 
tars is the type of thing club owners 
wish they had thought of years ago. 

“It's been really accepted with- 
out being force-fed or anything,” 
Davenport says, laughing. “It’s 
always been kind of grassroots. 
What Lilith Fair did was bring out 
into the mainstream what women 
have been doing for years. I’m more 
of a grassroots songwriter—the song 
is what is really important and what 
makes sense to me.” 

Given the burgeoning size of the 
audiences, the growing reputation 
of the project and the increasing 
acclaim from the critics, Grrris With 
Guitars seems to make sense to a lot 
of people besides Davenport. And if 
the past seven years are any indica- 
tion, the project will be around for a 
long time to come. @ 





Urban Lounge © Thu, Apr 19 
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ing—witness the excitement they 
generated during a recent two-night 
stand at the Stanley A. Milner Theatre 
as part of the Edmonton Public 
Library’s Bookstock fundraiser. 

But three years ago, Mackroft 
returned to Edmonton after a stint 
with Wide Mouth Mason as a guitar 
tech and he was interested in pursu- 
ing another musical project. Howev- 
er, his previous experience as a 
member of local band the Blue Mean- 
ies told him audiences were not 
always willing to hear original materi- 
al. Recalling how well their Beatles 
covers went over, Mackroth phoned 
up his former bandmate Jim Harrison 
and began talking about a group the 
pair of them had seen years earlier. 

1964 was an American band that 
put on what Mackroth believes was 
the best Beatles tribute act ever— 
and which remains the ruler that 
Rubber Soul measures itself by. 
“They were impressive as hell,” he 
says. “They were meticulous about 
everything. I remember looking at 
the stage and salivating over all the 
amps and guitars. They had every- 
thing right.” 


Fixing a role 


With Mackroth assuming the role of 
John and Harrison playing George— 
“How cool is that?” asks Mackroth— 
the long search began for a Paul and 
a Ringo. After fielding a number of 
disappointing replies from prospec- 
tive players, Mackroth wound up 
speaking with seasoned local drum- 
mer Steve Dixon, who proved to be 
a natural for the part. 

“The minute I got him on the 


APPROVED BY 
ROGER WATERS 


phone I knew he was right,” he says. 
“| spoke with a lot of other drum- 
mers who thought that playing 
Ringo would be easy, which I 
thought was the wrong answer. But 
you know when you're talking with 
another Beatles fanatic. When we 
met for coffee, I must have spent 
the whole time imagining what he 
would look like with Ringo’s hair.” 

Yet, as Mackroth asks, “Where do 
you find Paul McCartney in Cana- 
da?” Little did he know that he was 
living in Calgary in the form of Gary 
Boylan. “I actually got four replies [to 
ads] from Calgary,” Mackroth says. 
“They all talked a big game. Gary 
sent me an e-mail, and he replied 
exactly the way I would have. 


I saw him standing there 


Once Mackroth turned up on Boy- 
lan’s doorstep in Calgary, he was 
overwhelmed by the time the door 
opened. “I looked at him square in 
the face, and he looked like a cross 
between Hugh Grant and Paul 
McCartney. 

Despite the logistical nightmare 
of shuttling between cities, the group 
rehearsed regularly throughout the 
last year. Happily, a deep understand- 
ing of the material was already 
ingrained in the members. “I never, 
ever had to turn around to the drum- 
mer and tell him that something 
wasn’t right,” Mackroth says joyfully. 

Still, the group does its home- 
work. Like the other members, 
Mackroth pores over Beatles record- 
ings and footage to pick up nuances 
he can use to make his role as accu- 
rate as possible. “I go to sleep with 
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the headphones on, listening to a 
Beatles album or a recording of the 
stuff we're doing,” he explains. 
“Even if I have to do it subcon- 
sciously, I want it to be right.” 
Beyond that, Rubber Soul look 
and sound as close to the real Fab 
Four as you can imagine. Every 
instrument and amplifier is authen- 
tic, right down to the Ludwig drums 
that Nixon plays, one of 45 limited 
edition Fab Four kits recently made. 
“When we kicked into ‘She Loves 
You’ at rehearsal the first time he 
brought the new kit in, it sounded 
just like the original,” Mackroth 
enthuses. “It has the same tone, 
especially the way [Steve] plays it. He 
gets right into it.” The only detail 
missing is a left-handed Paul. “If 1 
can ever convince him to become 
ambidextrous,” jokes Mackroth. 


| love to turn you on 


Rubber Soul is meant to be a heartfelt 
homage to a beloved band, Mackroth 
insists, not a crass cash-in or a pic- 
ture-perfect facsimile. “It’s SO per cent 
visual and SO per cent getting the 
nuance and the tone right,” he 
explains. “Under the lights, the 
human brain has a way of filling in 
the blanks of what you want to see 
rather than what you are seeing. I still 
think the people get more from us 
than any of the other tribute bands. I 
sometimes have to stifle a giggle 
when we walk out onstage, because 
everyone looks and sounds fantastic. 
We're having a blast.” © 


Rubber Soul 
Sidetrack Café © Fri, Apr 1 
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Staggered success party 


“Further Again” 
band built Top 10 
status on hard work 


By DAVE JOHNSTON 


he hype machine plays dirty 
Te It leads you to believe 

the Next Big Thing always 
comes right out of nowhere and the 
world never saw them coming. It’s a 
‘lie, of course, because everybody 
comes from somewhere. 

Staggered Crossing might be 
stuck inside the hype machine, but 
their rapid ascent into 
the national spot- 
light wasn’t a calcu- 
lated maneuver on 
their part. Unlike a lot of 
buzz bands, the tale of Staggered 
Crossing sounds like an echo from 
rock 'n’ roll’s past, the days when a 
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group had to work long and hard to 
get anybody to listen. “We didn’t 
know what formula to chose, and we 
didn’t pick one,” says singer and gui- 
tarist Julian “JT” Taylor. “We did what 
we thought that was right. If you do 
that and you have a focus of where 
you want to go, you'll get there.” 
Unlike a plethora of other Toron- 
to bands, Staggered Crossing stayed 
clear of the hip downtown scene and 
headed straight toward pubs like the 
Rose and Crown and the Corner 
Café, where they learned how to play 
rock music with honesty and integri- 
ty. They started off jamming blues 
numbers, but the constant grind of 
rehearsals and open 
stage nights made 
the quintet of high 
school friends into 
seasoned musicians, 
able to write a diverse range of songs. 
The effort eventually paid off. 
Over four years of open stages, bar res- 


idencies and tough crowds, they 
snagged a spot opening for a number 
of Spirit of the West dates. Warner 
Music Canada was impressed with the 
group’s performance and soon offered 
them a deal. Almost a year later, the 
band has a Top 10 single with “Further 
Again” and an eponymous album 
clocking up some respectable sales. 


Staggered is sure-footed 


So what convinced a major like 
Warner to walk in with a contract 
and a pen? “I think they saw that 
we were an energetic band with 
some cool songs,” explains Taylor. 
“We're all nice people as well, I 
think, although some people might 
beg to differ. Banking on us for 
those reasons was certainly a risk for 
them to take, and they allowed us to 
make the record that we wanted to 
make, which is pretty cool.” 

What the band delivered was an 
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Engineer of choice for... 

The Tea Party, Econoline Crush, 
Rush, The Police, Deep Purple 

and David BOWIE just to name a few 


Submit a demo CD, cassette, or DAT of YOUR BEST SONG (one song only) 
to Mother's Music Edmonton OR Colgary Store. 

All submissions will be adjudicated down to the 10 best, those go into a hat, 
ond the winner will be drawn at random. 

All submissions must be handed in by April 30/01. Alberta residents only. 
Entry forms available at Mother's Edmonton & Calgary Store. 


Demo submissions will not be returned. 


Drop off your demo and entry form at... MQ THERE'S Edmonton Store 
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10251 - 109 Street, Edmonton 
Phone: (780) 425-1400 
Email to: sales@mothersmusic.com 





Staggered Crossing 


ambitious mix of honky-tonk, blues 
and funk that recalls the abandon of 
early Rolling Stones, Neil Young and 
the Grateful Dead. The driving “Fur- 
ther Again” stands in sharp contrast 
to the plaintive “Old Man Sitting By 
the Fire” and “San Francisco” and 
makes you wonder how any of these 
songs wound up on the same 
album. If first-time audiences seem 
surprised by Staggered Crossing, 
Taylor figures that they’ll eventually 
understand. “I think they’ll see the 
themes in our songs hold it togeth- 
er,” he says. “There’s a real sense of 
yearning in our songs.” 

Not everyone has picked up on 
that aspect of the album. Reviews 
have ranged from mildly supportive 
to the downright hostile, but Taylor is 
surprisingly forgiving of the response. 
This is, after all, an era of tightly con- 
trolled radio programming and nar- 
tow genres. “I’m overwhelmed and 
confused a bit by it, for sure,” he 
sighs. “I have to tell myself at times, 
‘Well, what the hell was I going to 
think, anyway?’ People are going to 
say whatever they’re going to say. 
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Some people are going to like it, some 
people are going to love it and some 
people are going to hate it.” 


Rockers, not rookies 


Taylor doesn’t have time to worry 
about competing against things like 
cartoon rock or manufactured pop 
icons when it comes to the business 
of rocking. “We didn’t do this 
overnight,” he says flatly. “We’re 
not rookies—we’ve played a lot of 
rock music and we've written a lot 
of songs. It’s funny for us, really. We 
don’t know what we did to get a 
Top 10 single in the country.” 

Regardless, the hype machine has- 
n’t corrupted the band, which pleases 
Taylor to no end. “It’s funny, kids are 
trying to figure out how to play [“Fur- 
ther Again”] on their guitars by 
watching the video,” he laughs, “and 
we're just fooling around. We’re not 
even trying to play.” © 


Staggered Crossing 
NAIT: Thu, Apr 12 @ Sidetrack Cafe: 
Sat, Apr 14 
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By DAVE JOHNSTON 


Nexus guess 


Damn that Nick Delgado. With nearly 
a thousand advance tickets already 
sold, the line-up and location of this 
year’s installment of Nexus Tribe's Viva 
Las Vegas party is still a secret. 

“We want it to be a surprise,” he 
laughs. “Believe me; a lot of people 
are going to be happy with what’s 
coming up.” 

The advance tickets, which are sell- 
ing around the city for $35 (plus a serv- 
ice charge), will probably be gone 
before the official announcement is 
made in two weeks’ time. By then, the 
official flyer will be on the streets and 
the ticket price will increase to $45. 
Delgado offers his assurances, though, 
that Nexus is not planning to raise the 
price again before the event. He also 
understands that the suspense is killing 
everyone. Rumours have been swirling 
around the local scene about who will 
play to the annual event for weeks, and 
while Nexus will not deny anything, 
they won't confirm anything either. 

But the Nexus crew is trying to be a 
bunch of good sports about it all. Delga- 
do says there will be three major head- 
liners, one of whom is a top-ranked 
female Dj. All you have to do is guess. 

So, here’s the deal: Nexus Tribe has 
given us a list for each category, from 
which you have to pick the most likely 
candidate. Those who get all three cor- 
rect will be entered into a draw, and 
the winner gets two free tickets to Viva 
Las Vegas on Saturday, June 9. 

Here we go: 

1. Progressive House/Trance: 
Anthony Papa, Christopher Lawrence, 
Danny Howells, Darren Emerson, 
Dave Seamen, Deep Dish, Jimmy Van 
M, John Digweed, Lee Burridge, Nick 
Warren, Parks & Wilson, Paul Van Dyk, 
Red Jerry, Saeed and Palash, Sander 


Klienenberg, Sasha, Steve Lawler, Tall 
Paul, Taylor, Tiesto, Timo Mass 

2. House/Techno: Armand Van 
Helden, Bad Boy Bill, Basement Jaxx, 
Boy George, Cajmere aka Green Velvet, 
Carl Cox, Dave Clarke, Derrick May, DJ 
Dan, Donald Glaude, Erick Morillo, Fat- 
boy Slim, Felix Da Housecat, Groove 
Armada, Jeff Mills,Junior Sanchez, 
Keoki, Ritchie Hawtin, Sneak, Sven Vath 

3. Female DJ: Anne Savage, D} 
Heather, DJ] Heaven, Lady Miss Keir, 
Lisa Lashes, Lisa Loud, Lisa Pin Up, 
Lottie, Rachel Auburn, Sandra Collins, 
Sister Bliss, Sonique 

Send your answers to vivalasve- 
gas@vue.ab.ca before Tuesday, April 17. 
The winner will be announced in the 
next issue of Vue Weekly. If you need 
some hints, head over to www.nexus- 
tribe.com (which is presently going 
through an overhaul) and sign up for 
the e-mail list. 


It’s a wonderful toy 


Remember Slinky? That wonderful toy 
that could walk downstairs, even in 
pairs, making that slinkity sound? 

Leave it to the British to go and 
redefine everything. Now Slinky isn’t a 
toy but a superclub, and a popular 
one at that. Like their U.K. counter- 
parts such as Gatecrasher and Cream, 
the iconic establishment has launched 
a series of world tours, bringing its 
uplifting progressive house and deep 
tech sound to cities across the globe. 

On Thursday, April 26, Slinky’s 
North American tour lands at the Rev 
Cabaret, transforming the clubbing 
landmark into a little bit of Blighty for 
one night only. Best of all, it’s a cheap 
night out, with advance tickets selling 
for $18, compared to the $50 ticket 
being hawked in Vancouver for the 
exact same show. 

The Slinky tour will feature the U.K. 
club’s noted residents Garry White and 
Dave Lee. White is best known as the 
mixer of Slinky’s double-disc compila- 
tions Slinky the Album, Technique, Factor 
3 and /ntercontinental. He also records 
on the club's vanity label as Lowfields, 
as well as releasing material on other 
labels under the pseudonyms Yekuana 
and Northface. He’s played at major 
annual events in Europe like the Berlin 
Love Parade and Homelands. 


Dave Lee sometimes gets confused 
with that other Dave Lee, the fellow 


who makes house records under the - 


names Joey Negro and Jakatta. Slinky’s 
Lee, however, is about as close to a 
disco house D] as water is to oil—Lee is 
like the twisted offspring of Timo Maas 
and BK, if such a thing is possible. His 
recent travelogue includes a gig in 
Yugoslavia for a crowd of 10,000 rev- 
ellers, stints at U.K. clubs Godskitchen 
and Trade, and a 20,000-capacity 
show in Melbourne, Australia. Lee has 
also released a couple of white labels 
on Alphamagic. 


Pick a disc 


Just to give you an idea of how hard my 
life is, my desk has been besieged with 
CDs for the past week, toppling over 
every time | get a box of vinyl dropped 
off. It gets hard to figure out when | will 
ever get the chance to go through it all. 

No, really—this is a problem. 

What's worse is that a lot of the 
mix compilations turning up in my 
morning mail are tremendously prom- 
ising. The ones I’ve had a chance to 
listen to live up to every expectation. 

First off, the new Jack Dangers disc, 
Hello Friends! (Shadow), is absolutely 
vital if you’re into dark breakbeats. The 
menacing figure behind the seminal 
Meat Beat Manifesto has gathered 
together a collection of highly original 
instrumentals culled from his Tino 
Breaks series, which he created with 
partner Ben Stokes. The tracks are 
simultaneously haunting and witty, 
painstakingly constructed from a 
wealth of offbeat samples on just three 
turntables, a Dr. Sample, a Kaoss Pad, a 
CD player and a Handsonic. 

Then there’s DJ Trek-E’s bone- 
crushing drum ‘n’ bass mix, Volume 3. 
(What's with all these “volume” titles, 
man?) Anyway, Trek-E is a Toronto- 
based jock with excellent taste in 
jump-up beats, with some strong pro- 
duction credits, including remix work 
for hip hop groups Citizen Kane, 
Brassmunk and Assasini. If you can’t 
find it anywhere, you might have to 
ask the man himself for one tonight 
(Thursday) over at Lush, where he'll 
be appearing live as the special guest 
at Foosh’s Trademark residency. He's a 
swell guy, believe me. © 
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ELECTROPROLAPSE 
DJ Kuch 


Trance/Eclectronica 
Friday Mornings 
3AM - 6AM 





CATCH THE BEAT 
Spilt Milk 
House/breakbeat 
Saturdays 

4PM - 6PM 





FREQUENCY 
DJ Delux 


House/techno 
Saturdays 
6PM -8PM 





CARIBBEAN SWING 


KC 
Reggae/calypso 
Satu 





8PM - 10PM 





THE BLACK 
EXPERIENCE 

IN SOUND 
Teddy 
HipHop/R&B/Funk 
Saturdays 

10PM - Midnight 





URBAN HANG SUITE 
SonnyGrimezz 
HipHop 
SaturdayNights 
12AM - 3AM 





SMOOTH 
Tina Sparkle 
Enzyme 
Jungle/D nB 


ThursdayMornings 
3AM - 6AM 





TECHNOLOGICAL 
Neal K 
Techno/Eclectronica 
WednesdayMornings 
1AM - 3AM 
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Joun Digweed 
Giosat UNDERGROUND 19: 
Los Ancetes (Boxep) 

There’s something wrong about John 
Digweed’s latest installment in 
Boxed’s Globa/ Underground series, 
Los Angeles. La-La Land is renowned 
for its superficial sheen—vacuous 
Hollywood heroes, plastic physiques 
and interchangeable boulevards of 
broken dreams. Even Digweed, elec- 
tronic music’s everyman (or, better, 
the bloke of beats), looks out of 
place against L.A.’s palm tree-dotted 
sunset on the CD sleeve—Sasha, that 
infamous playboy, might have been 
a better choice had he not already 
been enlisted for Global Under- 
ground’s other California locale, San 
Francisco. A-further contrast to L.A.’s 
glitz is provided by Digweed’s 
incredibly deep, substantive, tanta- 
lizing and sexy mix. 

Disc one kicks off with Pole Fold- 
er and CP’s “Apollo Vibes,” a track 


reminiscent of Space Manoeuvres’ 
“Stage One” and its own spaced-out 
dialogue sample. From there, Dig- 
weed dips into some work from 
Satoshi Tomiie: John Creamer and 
Stephane K’s murky remix of the 
diva-esque “Love in Traffic.” 
Stephane K and Tomiie team up as 
Bipath for “Paranoize” and Tomiie’s 
remix of Photek’s “Mine to Give” 
strips down Robert Owens'’s vocals to 
create a cut that’s almost unrecog- 
nizable from the original but still 
superb. If Tomiie is at the top of his 
game, then so are producers 16B, 
who also provide some slick remix 
work to a couple tracks. Other con- 
tributors include Electric Tease, Dirty 
Harry, Tijuana and the wicked indus- 
trial funk-clank of Madam’'s (yes, 
another Tomiie guise) “Penetration.” 

The second disc sports a few 
more recognizable and reliable pro- 
gressive names—work from Jimmy 
Van M, Medway, Quivver, Way Out 
West, Cass, Salt Tank and old Dig- 
weed favourites Breeder. Both CDs 
also include five tracks from Dig- 
weed’s label Bedrock, proving it to 
be as vital as its owner. Digweed’s 
mixing and programming are, of 
course, flawless—no quick fixes here. 
The builds aren’t charged by 
anthems, but by more enigmatic, 
smoldering numbers that leave you 
hanging instead of high. But nobody 
seems to understand better how to 
maneuver atop that precipice than 
Digweed. Burn, Hollywood, burn— 
here’s the match. ¥ te te te te — 
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JAIL HOUSE ROCK 


THE BATTLE OF SEATTLE 
ConTINUES IN QuEBEc City! 


Show your solidarity by helping raise funds for 
demonstrators from the Edmonton area who may 
incur legal expenses as a result of, well, you know... 


Saturpay Aprit 21, Doors 


7 pm © Rircuie Community Centre (7727 - 98 st) 


Casu Bar @ Tickets are $10 In AbvANce, $12 at THE Door AND ARE AVAILABLE AT: 
Aupreys Booxs, ORLANDO Books, Earth's GENERAL STORE AND PARKLAND INSTITUTE 








ACCA Centre - 3530-91 St. * SAT APR 28: Char- 
lie’s Angels, with Sally Humphries (UK), Amtrak 
(Toronto), Kultcha (Vancouver), Daw! (Winnipeg), 
Thumper (Winnipeg), Edmonton's James Gregory, 
Erin Eden, Tif-Slip, Donovan, Thunder Dave, Neal 
K, Bounce, Crunchee, Charlie Mayhem 


ANSAZI—10525 Jasper Avenue, 423-3232 + 
THU-SAT: DJ Kosmic (hardhouse, trance, techno) 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR—10324 Whyte Ave 
* MON: Atmosphere, downtempo with DJ] Deluxx 
* WED: Forum, with resident Djs Calus and Robert 
Alan, with weekly guests * THU: Fresh ‘n’ Funky, 
house with resident D] Deluxx and guests—APR 
12: Thomas The Teacher, Remo Williams, Alvaro; 
APR 19: Flowbee, Darcy Ryan, Derelict * FRI: Pilot 
Episode, with Sekshon and Tripswitch and quests * 
SAT: Bustin’ Chops, with D| Tanner, the Megaforce 
crew and weekly guests 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE—10425 Whyte Ave, 
439-1082 * TUE: Digital Underdog, hip hop with 
Dj Tanner and guests * SUN: What The Hell, down- 
tempo beats with Dj Tryptomene 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB—10815 Jasper 
Avenue, 425-0850 * THU: Element, with Dj 
Christopher and weekly guests * FRI: Fi De Girls 
Dem, w/Super K & K Nine (Toronto), Dj Invince- 
able * SAT: guest DJs * SUN: Easter Sunday- 
Ladies Night! w/Attitude Sound Crew (Toronto), 
Dj Invinceable 


CRISTAL LOUNGE—10336 Jasper Ave, Info 
426-7521 * THU: Easter Bashment! Urban Gather- 
ing, w/Black Reaction (Toronto), Dj Al-V (Calgary) 
and DJ Invinceable « FRI: Dj Alex * Sat: Easter 
Bunny Jam, w/Attitude Sound Crew (Toronto) 


COWBOYS NIGHTCLUB—10102-180 St, info: 
481 8739 « SUN APR 15: HardHouse Par-tay, with 
Charlie Mayhem, Crunchie and Dj Dude 


EVAR AFTER—10148-105 St. (late night/after 
hours) * THU: Ladies Night, with Dj Slav and 
guests © FRI: james Gregory, Bounce * SAT: Dono- 
van, guests 


THE GALLERY—10018-105 St (late night/after 
hours) ® FRI: Protege, Andy Morgan, Donovan, 
Charlie Mayhem, guests * SAT: James Gregory, 
Crunchee, Jay MacNabb, Ikaro, Thunder Dave 


HALO—10538-Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * THU: 
| Soul What?, with Tanner and Echo « FRI: For 


GOOD FRIDAY? 
BETTER THURSDAY! 
[CUSTOMER APPRECIATION NIGHT 
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Those Who Know..., with Ryan Mason and D) 
Ameretto * SAT: How Sweet It Is, with Junior 
Brown and special guests 


IRON HORSE—8101-103 St, 438-1907 » FRI: 
Alix DJ * SAT: DJ Funshine aka That's The Guy On 
TY, Isn‘t it? 


LUSH/THE REV-10030A-102 St., 424-2851 
* WED: Main-The Classic, retro with D) Loki; 
Velvet—progressive house with Ariel & Roel 
THU: Trademark, tech house with residents 
Tryptomene and Spilt Milk, with weekly 
guests—APR 12: Trek E (Toronto); APR 19: 
D.A.V.E. The Drummer (UK) © FRI: Main-Lift, 
progressive and hard house with Stone & Derkin 
and Anthony Donohue (alternating residency); 
Velvet-D] Blue Jay * SAT: Turbo, progressive 
trance and house with alternating residents and 
guests; Velvet: Forties ‘n’ Nines, with Rerun and 
Sundog * SUN: Sunday School, with Anthony 
Donohue, Donovan, Wil Danger, Ikaro, LP, Tory 
P, Dave Theirman and Bobby Torpedo * APR 26: 
Slinky World Tour 


NEW CITY COMPOUND—10167-112 St., 413- 
4578 * MON: Lounge—80s Metal, with Dj Red 
Dawn * TUE: Lounge—Tag Team * WED: Sub- 
urbs—Punchdrunk, mixed with Dj Squirrelly B and 
Johnny R. Soule * THU: Suburbs—XXXClassicXXX, 
classic altrock with nikrofeelya * FRI: mixed format 
* SAT: Saturdays Suck, rock with DJs Blue Jay and 
Schizo * SUN; SChocolate Sundaes, w/Kool Hand 
Luc and Remo Williams 


PARLIAMENT—10551 Whyte Ave * TUES: 
Anthem, jungle with Dj Celcius and guests—* 
THU: Shake with Solo, Geoffrey | and Styles and 
guests * FRI: Fevah, hip hop and R&B with Djs Ice 
& Qwake * SAT: Euphoria, tech house with D} 
Code Red and guests 


SUBLIME (late night/after hours)-10147-104 
St., Bsmt. 905-8024 « FRI: aka Vaas, Mr. Rowley, 
Tristan * SAT: Manny Mulatto and Locks Garant, 
Solo, Ryan Mason and Lickety Split 


SUGARBOWL—10936-88 Ave * SAT: The Miss- 
ing Chapters, with Dr. Durant and Cicero 


THERAPY (late night/after hours)-10028- 
102 Street (alley entrance), info 903-7666 
* FRI: Kool Hand Luc, Tripswitch, LP, Latitude, 
and guests * SAT: Dragon, Alias, Lee & Leyton 
James, Program 


TRADE—10089 Jasper Avenue, 425-8787 « 
THU: Dj Sheridan © FRI; Free Trade, with quest Djs 
* SAT: Souled Out, urban music with guest Djs * 
SUN: Breakfast at Tiffany’s, with Tif-Slip and guests 
* SAT APR 14: Souled Out Long Weekend, with DC 
Campbell (DaMix/Toronto) and Fat Mac 
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There was a moment on Shawn 
Colvin‘s almost willfully bland new 
album Whole New You when the lyrics 
made me sit up and take notice. “Go 
on and wish on every star that’s fallen,” 
| thought | heard her sing on the title 
track, “Shave your head and wonder if 
it’s all too good to be true.” “Gosh,” | 
said to myself, suddenly excited. “I sure 
wasn’t expecting that image!” Imagine 
my disappointment when | checked 
out the lyric booklet and found out I'd 
fallen victim to a “Hold me closer, Tony 
Danza”-style mondegreen and when | 
thought Colvin was taking an unchar- 
acteristic detour into punk-goth 
imagery, she was actually saying, 
“Shake your head in wonder.” 
| shook my head in disappointment 
throughout most of Whole New You, a 
collection of watered-down acoustic 
olk-rock songs so inoffensive and so 
smoothly produced that its most mem- 
orable lyric on the entire thing turned 
out to exist only in my head. Colvin’s 
songs (all of them co-written with John 
eventhal) are theoretically about big 
motions—“Everything changed in a 
atter of minutes,” she sings on “A 
atter of Minutes,” “I feel alive like | 
ever have,” are the opening words of 
Bound to You”—but you'd never 
ow it judging from Colvin’s emotion- 
ly neutral voice and Leventhal’s placid 
rrangements. Only on the dreamlike 
Another Plane Went Down” and 
Roger Wilco” (co-written by Edie Brick- 
!) does the disc pick up some energy. 
rhaps aviation imagery inspires her. 
Kristen Hersh, meanwhile, flies 
igh throughout her new disc Sunny 
rder Blue. \f Shawn Colvin is like the 
ger Mare Winningham played in the 
ovie Georgia, Hersh is like Jennifer 
son Leigh—only with talent. The 
ngs on Sunny Border Blue always 
und as though they were pulled 
om painful personal experiences: 
.) alludes to the breakup of her old 
rtd, the Throwing Muses, on “Lister- 
»" while tracks like “Spain,” “37 
urs!” and “Flipside” are memorably 
triolic sketches of stormy love affairs. 
here's a hilarious moment on “White 
ckers” where Hersh remarks, “We 
re a match made in purgatory.”) 
But the disc isn’t a wallow in 
Pair, either; Hersh’s imagery is pre- 
Se, vivid and poetic—“You're so 
autiful, you’re so rude,” she sings 
"Your peas hedde aie! Peeling 
out cou 








her edgy voice is well-matched to the 
spare but atmospheric arrangements. 
(Hersh plays all the instruments, 
which | suspect contributed a great 
deal to the disc’s intimate feel.) 

The only song on the disc Hersh 
didn’t write is her cover of Cat 
Stevens's “Trouble.” Stevens is the kind 
of artist you'd expect Shawn Colvin to 
feel more of a kinship with, but Hersh’s 
aching, majestically lonely rendition of 
the number makes you relieved Colvin 
didn’t think of polishing it off first. 
Colvin: ¥& ¥%; Hersh: te ¥x yr He —Paur 


MatwycHuk 


‘Bows Pik Puppet (Too Pure) 
Ex-Long Fin Killie member (and now 
acclaimed British novelist) Luke 
Sutherland returns with another Bows 
effort, this time based on a short story 
he penned himself. The captivating 
story—the tale of a black man looking 
to reconnect with his roots through a 
Pair of expensive shoes, who runs into 
a large, devilish man on the subway 
looking for a small favour—can be 
found on the jacket. It’s part comedy, 
part social analysis and would be 
worth the price of the CD even if you 
never bothered turning the stereo on. 

The CD itself contains five tracks; 
four are electronic works that contain 
snippets from the story while bleats, 
moans and blips add emotional effect 
to the story’s already-powerful sense 
of angst. Because the tunes only use 
the story as a starting point, you can’t 
really “get it” without either forward- 
ing to track five (a recording of 
Sutherland and Gabe A. reading the 
piece) first or giving the jacket a read. 

It’s an interesting piece of urban 
culture: a 21st-century update of the 
Beat writers, perhaps. It’s gritty and 
never less than fascinating. te Ke vr ¥r 
—STEVEN SANDOR 


ure Rock Fury (Warner) 
Is Pure Rock Fury a good album to 
spark up to? Is the sky blue? Are Mar- 
tians green? Is Dubya an idiot? 

Try on some of Neil Fallon’s lyrical 
nuggets for size, like “The Merry Wives 
of Windsorrrrrr, | swapped for cans of 
Spammmmm/ While sipping fine Dar- 
jeeling, with an Englishmannnnn” 
(from “Open It Up”), or this bellow 
from “Red Horse Rainbow”: “Within the 
ruins, against the Firthhhhh, the Sala- 
man-derrrrr, has given birthhhh....” 

Imagine that backed up with big 
chunky flat chords and a frenetic, tribal 
drumming style and you'll know that 
Clutch once again keeps up its end as 
one of America’s premier stoner/space- 
rock acts. Weed sentiments aside, this 
is a great rock album—the band even 
tosses in a few live tracks at the end of 
the CD to capture what they’re all 
about onstage (just in case you missed 
them with COC last month). 

But the highlight track is the in- 
your-face “Careful With That Mic...,” 
an anti-rock-star tirade in which Fal- 
lon’s vocals recall R.E.M’s “It’s the End 
of the World As We Know It (And | 
Feel Fine).” Of course, the song is 
decidedly flat-chord and metal, but it 
makes for a killer listen. 

Allin all, a great record. Now, you'll 
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have to excuse me, ‘cause it's my turn to 
take a hit... We teve ve —Steven SANDOR 


BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN AND THE E 
Street Bano Live in New York 
(Sony) 

Recorded when the E Street Band 
reunion tour rolled into Madison 
Square Garden last year, this double- 
disc live album—to borrow from what 
one American pop culture critic said 
about Springsteen's efforts in the 
1980s—chronicles the maturation, not 
the abdication, of protest. His SOth 
birthday behind him, Springsteen 
circa 2001 is no longer the rock ‘n’ 
roll icon who blasted onto the scene 
into the late 1960s. But he’s not a 
tired old man going through the 

motions, either. 

On Live in New York, Bruce and the 
band turn up the noise in extended 
renditions of classics like “Tenth Avenue 
Freeze-Out” and at climatic moments 
of crescendo numbers like “Jungle- 
land.” But there’s more tenderness 
than power on the disc. Clarence 
Clemons plays a long, meandering, 
soulful sax intro to “The River” and 
Springsteen asks the audience for some 
quiet while starting “American Skin (41 
Shots),” a new song about police 
killing an immigrant in New York that 
sparked protests from the NYPD. 

Like his most recent studio release, 
The Ghost of Tom Joad, this album 
demonstrates that Springsteen is will- 
ing to change, willing to evolve as he 
get older. (He ain’t no Mick Jagger.) 
There are some nostalgic moments on 
the disc: a rocker with a receding hair- 
line playing for a balding crowd. But 
there’s enough fresh material—both 
new songs and-reworked versions of 
hits like “Born in the U.S.A.” and sel- 
dom played tracks like “Mansion on 
the Hill’—to make it work. tert y 
—Dan RuBINSTEIN 


Raven ‘This Is For THE NiGHT PeopLe 
_ {Bonco Beat) 

This is the fourth CD from Vancouver- 
based hepcat Ralph Alphonso, who 
spends the duration of This Is for the 
Night People carving yet more detail 
into the persona he’s carefully created 
for himself: “Beat” wordsmith, jazz 
hipster and self-appointed enfant terri- 
ble of Van's elusive coffee bar poetry 
scene, which, rumour has it, moves 
from place to place each other week. 

Ralph’s intense backing band fol- 
lows every line of his fragmented, 
open-stanza-ed poetry, with some 
help this time out from noted “alter- 
native” music duo Agnelli and Rave, 
plus a couple of other hand-picked 
friends who add ambience to this 
generally cool and mellow affair. 

For the most part, Ralph delivers 
not just a sound, but an atmosphere, 
suitable for pipe-smokers, beard-stro- 
kers, beret-wearers and people who 
look good in Breton shirts. On the 
minus side, the title track, of all 
things, is the most contrived and falls 
far short of the aesthetic you know 
he’s going for. Still, Ralph is a lot 
more fun than some other wiseass 
crooners you might care to name. 
te oe oe —T.C. SHaw 





ursaay. ch ich 1 ) 


IONE INGUISITION 


NiK ROFEELYA 
gun i Mnausuria for ai) YoU Cas 


ee SUCK 


s ALTERNATIVE & PUNK 
“DJS BLUE JAY & NIK ROFEELYA 


10167- 112ST INFO: 


fia Vy ieee ee eo eae | 


113-4578 | 


PLC EVAN 


WT +P aT asec ae 


WED Te 


an OF we 





= 


g=BB oe VUE WEEKLY-* APRIL 12. APRIL 48) 2001 





Big 
Ed Harris’s Pollock 
is one of the best 
film biographies 
ever made 

By JOSEF BRAUN > 


d Harris's long in-the-works 
Fe svccons debut Pollock is, 
quite simply, one of the most 
remarkable films ever made about the 
peculiar and fragile con- 
ditions that feed 
artistic creativity. 
Harris, who also stars 
as the great American 
abstract expressionist Jackson Pollock, 
has crafted a film that, unlike almost 
every other biopic, enlightens its 
audience without being presumptu- 
ous about its subject; a less imposing 
biography is difficult to imagine. 
But then, Harris’s subject is not 








merely Pollock’s personal history— 
there are no “revealing” flashes, for 
instance, of Freudian childhood expe- 
riences to fit the formula of biographi- 
cal cause and effect. Such scenes 
would have no place in the film 
because Pollock is only partially a biog- 
raphy. (It’s as much about Pollock’s 
wife, the artist Lee Krasner, whom Pol- 
lock amusingly describes as a “damn 
good woman painter.”) It’s also part 
horror show (Pollock, like any alco- 
holic narcissist, was absolutely impos- 
sible to live with), part 
cultural study (of the 
emergence of Amer- 
ican artists on the 
international scene in 
the 1940s; of New York as the world’s 
new art centre; of the serious visual 
artist as Life magazine subject and 
popular star) and part investigation of 
a fascinating individual artistic 
process, one marked by a troublesome 
dichotomy of approval-seeking and 
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man on Canvas 


fierce originality. 

Harris and screenwriters Barbara 
Turner (Georgia) and Susan J. Emsh- 
willer (Dogtown) are not interested in 
the mere worship of irresponsible 
genius, and have steered clear of pan- 
dering sentimentality. They also 
steered clear of any overt explana- 
tions of Pollock’s actions—though 
conclusions can be drawn as to why 
Pollock frequently behaved so insuf- 
ferably, the film leaves them for the 
viewer to ponder. Harris's impeccable 
filmic rhythm, which weaves 
through scenes with a kind of 
heightened musicality, has no use for 
obvious explanatory framing devices. 
(Besides, what needs to be explained 
about the terror and excitement of 
Pollock’s shadow looming over a 
massive blank canvas?) 


Long Island niceties 


The film is a fountain of discovery, 
and the discoveries are usually given 
in purely visual terms, such as the 
montage that follows the Pollocks’ 
arrival at their country home on 
Long Island, where images of their 
bucolic discoveries are juxtaposed 
with those Pollock subsequently 
makes in his studio. The moment 
when Pollock discovers his drip tech- 
nique is breathtaking; I couldn’t help 
but gasp when those first inconspicu- 
ous drippings suddenly explode onto 
canvasses of multilayered epiphany. 
The unique, mesmerizing beauty of 
these works is the model for the 
film’s structure—and for the master- 
ful photography of Lisa Rinzler (Three 
Seasons, Trees Lounge), whose sense of 
composition, movement and colour 
is as idiosyncratic and deceptively 
purposeful as Pollock’s. 

Harris turns in an awesome per- 
formance which, like the film itself, 
says everything by saying almost 
nothing. Pollock was a man of very 
few words; all articulation of his 
personal experience was either 
poured into his painting or 
obscured by drink and madness. 





Harris finds a way of being sullen 
and always distracted—his pale eyes 
look even more haunted than 
usual—but still completely engag- 
ing. His Pollock is by turns inspiring 
(on the wagon, sharing his greatest 
creative discoveries with his wife) 
and embarrassingly pathetic (off the 
wagon, turning over dinner tables). 
Harris embodies the role brilliantly 
and without any judgment. 


Woman is martyr 


Marcia Gay Harden’s Oscar-winning 
performance as Krasner is every bit 
as stunning. The film clearly sees 
Pollock’s success as directly linked to 
Krasner (who supported him, chal- 
lenged him, championed him, dried 
him out), but refuses to let her fall 
into the traditional role of suffering 
martyr. Krasner, who put her own 
career on hold during her years with 
Pollock, has her own stakes in his 
success and thrives on its growth. 
Harden balances these sides of Kras- 
ner’s personality with supreme con- 
fidence, posing her husband difficult 
analytical questions and offering 
him her great intellect, her faith and 
her distinct sexual allure. Martyr or 
not, Harden’s performance is also 
incredibly heartfelt and moving. 
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There are also several superb and 
intriguing supporting turns from 
Harris's wife Amy Madigan as the 
eccentric art collector Peggy 
Guggenheim, Bud Cort as Guggen- 
heim’s “eyes” Howard Putzel and 
Val Kilmer (looking particularly 
weird) as artist Willem de Kooning. 

Pollock’s narrative is built around 
a central scene set at the height of 
Pollock's popularity: he gives a sig- 
nature to a fan and stares at Krasner 
from across a crowded gallery as if to 
say, “Do you understand all this?” 
When Pollock reaches this point 
chronologically, it then jumps ahead 
five years to the weeks leading up to 
Pollock’s death. The intervening 
events seem self-explanatory; Pol- 
lock loses his inspiration, his joy, in 
the perils of his own vertiginous 
fame, petulance and drunkenness. 
And what is left after that horrible, 
idiotic car crash which takes not 
only Pollock's life but that of his 
lover Ruth Kligman? An icon? A 
tragic rebel hero? Pollock defies such 
myth-making; it, like so much great 
art, is all about the process. © 
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What's new, Pussycats? 


Josie and the 
Pussycats is too 
dumb for adults, 
too satirical for kids 


BY JOSEF BRAUN” 


In making the journey from Archie 
Comics side act and short-lived ’70s 
cartoon series to big-budget feature 
film, Josie and the Pussycats 
appears to have had a 
difficult time figur- 
ing out what it 
wants to accomplish 
and who it expects to 
watch the-results. The all-girl, pop- 
punk power trio from Riverdale are 
hardly marketable as a nostalgia 
piece, their music is as bland as it is 
out of date and the film’s hybrid of 
kiddie-movie narrative and pop-cul- 









ture satire seem a bit incongruous 
and ultimately cancel each other out. 
Written and directed by Can’t Hardly 
Wait’s Deborah Kaplan and Harry 
Elfont, Josie and the Pussycats is sort 
of like This Is Spinal Tap for six-year- 
olds. Problem is, six-year-olds proba- 
bly don’t get—or wouldn't want to 
get—this kind of cheeky parody. 

The movie's satirical elements are 
almost amusing (this is a big “almost” 
movie in pretty much every depart- 
ment); in a parallel universe, Josie 
could be tweaked into a 
watered-down John 
Waters film. In the 
first five minutes, for 
instance, we meet a 
phony boy band called DuJour. The 
members of DuJour make goofy faces, 
wave their hands around like hip-hop 
poseurs and awkwardly throw around 
phrases that always start with “Yo” 
and usually end with “wiggidy- 


whack.” They perform an inane song 
for a group of screaming pre-teen fans 
and then fly off in their private jet 
with their e-e-e-e-evil manager Wyatt 
Frame (Alan Cumming), who has the 
band killed as soon as he suspects 
that they might be onto the e-e-e-e- 
evil plans of their label, MegaRecords, 
to dominate the marketplace via sub- 
liminal messages (“You love Coca- 
cola! Pink is the new red!”) placed in 
the band’s songs. (The idea being that 
contemporary pop music is dispos- 
able. Get it?) 


Josie meets Posey 


Frame then finds himself in 
Riverdale with orders from 
MegaRecords’ insane, body-con- 
scious CEO Fiona io ee aga 
tailor-made role) to new star 
FERRE RS ED eR 

” SEE PAGE 36 
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That is some Wilder, Wilder stuff 


Wilder 


Director Bill 


Sunset Boulevard 
kicks off EFS’ series 
of Billy Wilder classics 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


irector Billy Wilder turns 95 
D:: June, and with each pass- 

ing year, this short, almost 
gnomelike wisecracker looks more 
and more like a giant. Wilder, who 
made his first film, the nearly-impos- 
sible-to-find, shot-in-Paris Mauvaise 
Graine, in 1934, is one of the last 
remaining links to the golden age of 
Hollywood moviemaking—Wilder 
was writing scripts for Mitchell 
Leisen, Howard Hawks and his idol 
Ernst Lubitsch 70 years ago before 
stepping behind the camera himself, 
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directing Audrey Hepburn, 
Humphrey Bogart, Marilyn 
Monroe and Marlene Dietrich 
in a series of entertainments 
that remain just about 
unmatched for 
their wit, 
their sophis- 
tication and 
their distinctive- 
ly cynical sense of humour. 
Wilder’s movies had snap to 
them. His films dispel the per- 
sistent myth—a myth Holly- 
wood dearly loves to 
perpetuate about itself—that 
the best old movies were gen- 
tle and sweet and romantic. 
And I'm not just referring to 
famously acidic pictures like The Lost 
Weekend, Sunset Boulevard, Ace in the 
Hole or The Apartment; I’m thinking 
about Wilder’s romances, too, like 
Sabrina or Love in the Afternoon, which 
were as much about loneliness and 
pain as they were about love. (Audrey 
Hepburn tries to kill herself in Sabri- 
na; Shirley MacLaine tries to kill her- 
self in The Apartment.) 

Between April 16 and June 18, 
the Edmonton Film Society will be 
presenting a series of eight classic 
Wilder films, and it's a rare opportu- 
nity for film fans (who, pretty much 
by definition, are Billy Wilder fans 
as well) to see these pictures on the 
big screen. i'm especially excited to 
see two terrific but lesser-known 
Wilder films on the schedule: Five 
Graves to Cairo (1943) (June 11) is an 
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unusual World War II suspense flick 

in which Franchot Tone plays a 

resourceful British soldier in the 

North African desert who outwits 

Rommel by impersonating a waiter 

at a desert hotel. And A 

Foreign Affair (1948) 

(May 21), a serio- 

comic evocation of 

bombed-out postwar 

Berlin starring Jean Arthur and 

Marlene Dietrich, is a film that 

Wilder, in Cameron Crowe's won- 

derful interview collection Conversa- 

tions With Wilder, frequently cites as 

one of his favourite and most per- 
sonal films. 


Boulevard of broken 
queens 


The EFS series kicks off this week, on 
April 16, with Sunset Boulevard 
(1950), a film that, I have to confess, 
I think is a little overrated. In Conver- 
sations With Wilder, Wilder frequent- 
ly cites Ernst Lubitsch’s screenwriting 
dictum “Let the audience add up two 
plus two and they’ll love you forev- 
er,” and this is the rare case where 
Wilder ignored him—too many of 
the plot points and too much of the 
character development is delivered 
through William Holden’s voice-over 
narration instead of through action. 
But there’s no denying Gloria Swan- 
son’s indelible performance as half- 
mad silent-movie star Norma 
Desmond, or the nerviness with 
which Wilder brings out the gothic 
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“Its Moviemaking 
Of The First Order, 


and Winterbottom is a master of it” 
Chen Kenny, PREMIERE 


“One Of The Best Movies 
In Recent Memory. 


Wes Bentley...he's so charismatic, 
so heart-stoppingly sexy, that when 
nearly every female character goes 
electric at the sight of him, you 
don’t question it because 


your circuits are lit up, too” 
Karen Dutte, ELLE 
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elements of sunny Los Angeles, with 
all those rich, crazy, forgotten old 
stars living like deposed kings and 
queens in their decaying mansions 

The other undisputed Wilder 
classic in the EFS series is The Apart- 
ment (June 4), which won the Oscar 
for Best Picture in 1960 and just 
looks better with each passing 
year—in interviews, director Sam 
Mendes frequently acknowledged 
the pictures influence on his own 
Oscar-winning film American Beau- 
ty. This satire of white-collar morali- 
ty, pitched so delicately between 
comedy and drama, might be the 
best showcase ever for Wilder’s mas- 
terful control of tone, and Jack 
Lemmon’s terrific performance as 
boss-pleasing clerk C.C. Baxter is an 
effortless marvel 


Billy, don’t be a hero 


Also screening in the coming 





weeks: Wilder's first film as direc- 
tor, the breezy, borderline-scan- 
dalous The Major and the Minor 
(1942) (April 23) as well as two 
solid if less personal pictures from 
Wilder’s more mainstream mid- 
‘50s period, Stalag 17 (1953) (May 
7) and Witness for the Prosecution 
(1957) (May 14). The series closes 
on June 18 with the rather sour 
and strident Cold War comedy 
One, Two, Three (1961). It’s too bad 
there were only eight slots avail- 
abe in the series—it would be fan 
tastic to see rarely-screened Wilder 
sleepers like Ace in the Hole or 
Avanti! or Fedora on the big screen 
But, to quote one of Wilder’s most 
famous final lines of dialogue, 
“Nobody’s perfect.” © 


The Films of Billy Wilder 
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Brit flicks curl up... and Diary 


Blow Dry and 
Bridget Jones 
belong to opposite 
classes 

By JOSEF BRAUN 


en the charming little 
Yorkshire town of Keighley 
is chosen to host the 2000 


British Hairdressing Championships, 
the stage is set for a showdown of aes- 
thetics between the 
flamboyant and 
pompous Ray (Bill 
Nighy), the U.K.’s 
current king of hair, and 
his old rival, Keighley’s resident hair 
has-been Phil (Alan Rickman). Phil’s 
been out of the game and stuck work- 
ing in a sleepy barber shop with his 
son Brian (Josh Hartnett of The Virgin 
Suicides) ever since his former wife 
and fellow hairdresser Shelley 
(Natasha Richardson) ran off with 
Phil’s star model (Rachel Griffiths) on 
the eve of the 1990 competition. 
Representing the town during the big 
event 10 years later might be the only 
way to bring this topsy-turvy family 
back together again. Or so the minds 
behind the wacky British comedy 
Blow Dry would have us believe. 
Blow Dry, directed by Paddy 
Breathnach (J Went Down) from a 
screenplay by Simon Beaufoy, cer- 
tainly boasts a strong cast, not to 
mention a premise loaded with 





plenty of opportunity for campy, 
superficial fun. But the central char- 
acters never amount to much more 
than types and the film gets so 
bogged down in trying to braid 
together its multiple (and uniformly 
pedestrian) storylines that the hair- 
dressing competition rarely gets 
anywhere near the Strictly Ballroom 
level of kitschy, over-the-top glitz 
that it’s obviously aiming for. 


Heart-shaped box 


First, there’s the rather 
cheap bit regatding 
Shelley’s bone mar- 
row cancer, a limp 
device to pull the guilt 
card on the grumpy boys and keep 
the audience from thinking that, 
heaven forbid, a movie about hair- 
dressing might be nothing more 
than fun. Then there’s the draggy 
Romeo and Juliet story between 
Brian and Ray’s American daughter 
(Rachael Leigh Cook), which is per- 
functory to say the least. And let’s 
not forget the screwy brothers who 
feud mid-competition over the love 
of their model (real-life model and 
terrible actor Heidi Klum), an 
annoying twit who demands that 
she have her pubic hair shaved and 
dyed to look like a fuzzy red heart. 
Blow Dry is too convoluted and 
formulaic to be outrageous, It could 
have tried actually committing to the 
whole cancer bit, it could have rev- 
elled in its flamboyant setting or it 


could have tried to deal with the 
complexities of a heterosexual mar- 
tiage broken apart by a homosexual 
affair. But by splitting its focus 
between all these stories, it wimps out 
in every last one of them. 

Blow Dry aside, the basic idea of 
British films about working-class 
characters appeals to me. And yet I 
must admit that I found it utterly 
refreshing to find a wholly unapolo- 
getic celebration of everything self- 
indulgent and bourgeois about the 
white-collar Londoners who populate 
Bridget Jones’s Diary. Based on 
Helen Fielding’s enormously popular 
novel of the same name, the film is 
basically a first-person investigation 
into the romantic misadventures of 
an amusingly clutzy thirtysomething 
“singleton” (played with surprising 
depth and charm by Renée Zellweger, 
the sole Yank in the cast) who goes 
from one posh party or dinner to 
another, hoping to find love and try- 
ing not to make an ass of herself 
(which she often does anyway). 


Fond o’ Bridget 


Bridget Jones’s Diary, the feature direc- 
torial debut of Sharon Maguire, and 
adapted for the screen by Fielding 
and Four Weddings and a Funeral's 
Richard Curtis, is pretty satisfying so 
long as you go into it expecting 
nothing more than a well-made if 
fairly standard romantic comedy. 
The story revolves around one of 
those farcical misunderstandings that 
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romantic comedies always work 
off: over the course of a year exact- 
ly (that’s one full diary), Bridget 
comes to realize that Mr. Right is 
actually Mr. Wrong and vice versa. 
The plot is actually remarkably 
similar to that of Someone Like You, 
and, if you take out the naughty 
bits and end things off with a wed- 
ding, it could even pass as half- 
decent Jane Austen. 

Hugh Grant and Colin Firth 
are cast superbly as Bridget’s 
potential suitors, with Grant in 
particular having the most fun in 
ages as a charming, funny and 
very well-dressed prick. The two 
share one of the best fight scenes 
I've ever seen in a film, as this pair 
of physically awkward, preposter- 
ously polite dandies throw around 
wimpy punches in a restaurant 
while apologizing to the patrons for 
spilling their drinks. 


Grant’s in your pants 


The film has a pleasingly frank sexu- 
ality that Zellweger and Grant play 
with comfortably and which sets the 
scene for some great witticisms. 
(Maybe it’s just me, but I thought 
Hugh Grant coolly slipping off Zell- 
weger’s gigantic, ugly support panties 
and whispering “Hello Mummy!” to 
be very funny.) It’s also a treat to see 
a romance that actually features an 
overweight character. (Zellweger 
beefed up for the role, yet I couldn’t 
help but ask, as good a job as Zell- 


Pussycats 
Continued from page 34 


band. Frame meets the Pussy- 
cats, and after one look at 
their cute little leopard ears 
and tails, offers them a record 
contract. Despite the suspi- 
cious circumstances (Frame 
doesn’t even know what kind 
of music they play), the 
Pussycats can’t say no, and 
are immediately whisked 
away to the big city and into 
a cramped schedule of photo 
shoots, MTV interviews and record- 
ing sessions. It all happens too fast, 
of course; within a week, the girls are 
the biggest band in America, and 
Frame’s already trying to push the 
bass player and drummer aside (with 
the help of two famous hitmen) to 
make a great big star of Josie, who 
herself is forced to battle against the 
powerful subliminal messages. - 
I quite liked the basic idea Josie 
works with: an anti-commercial, 
campy romp with a preposterous 
“world domination” plot that sim- 
ply begs to be this year’s Charlie’s 
Angels. But somehow, despite the 
strong efforts of Cumming and 
Posey as the mad villains, the 
humour rarely works. Doing a paro- 
dy of a boy band is tricky enough 
since the real-life boy bands are 
already so ridiculous, and while the 
secret world of teen brainwashing 
lends itself to some clever social 
commentary, Josie tries so hard to 
dumb down the gags that they 
become laboured for the adults and 
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Have you met Miss Jones?: Rene 


Zellweger in Bridget Jones's Diary 


weger does, could they not have sim- 
ply cast one of the thousands of 
plumper actresses in the U.S. or the 
U.K. who usually never get to play 
leading roles?) 

If you're not in the market for a 
masterpiece and can handle a 
godawful soft-rock soundtrack, Brid- 
get Jones’s Diary is a pleasing distrac- 
tion and easily a superior example of 
the romantic comedy genre. © 





"Directed by Paddy Breathnach ° 
Starring Alan Rickman, Natasha 
Richardson and Rachel Griffiths « 

Now playing 





” Directed by Sharon Maguire ° 
Starring Renee Zellweger, Hugh Grant 
and Colin Firth « Opens Fri, Apr 13 





ing back the ears: Tara Reid, Rachael 
Leigh Cook and Rosario Dawson in 
Josie and the Pussycats 


practically invisible to the kids. The 
film may not be a total write-off, but 
it does feel like a failed experiment. 


Awesome Dawson 


As for the Pussycats themselves, 
Rachael Leigh Cook (Blow Dry, She’s 
All That) never really gets past the 
deer-in-the-headlights stage of her 
performance, and Tara Reid (Ameri- 
can Pie) can only do so much with 
her ditzy Lisa Kudrow buddy role. 
Only Rosario Dawson (Kids, Down to 
You), sly, spunky and very attractive,« 
completely buys into the silliness 
while demonstrating some genuine 
charm. She already seems prepped 
to move onto more sophisticated 
work, and will be a name to remem- 
ber after Josie is long forgotten. © 


Directed by Harry Elfont and Deborah 
Kaplan ® Starring Rachael Leigh 


Cook, Rosario Dawson, Tara Reidand 


Alan Cumming ® Now playing - 
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““BRIDGET JONES? S DIARY’ DELIVERS FRISKY FUN! 
THE PAY OFF IS DELICIOUS! 


Hugh Grant is suavely hilarious. 
Renée Zellweger is irresistible.” 


Peter Travers, Rolling Stone 


“TREMENDOUSLY FUNNY! 


Renée Zellweger triumphs as Britain’s most famous singleton! 
Hugh Grant does a hilarious lascivious turn...killingly funny!” 


Jeff Giles, Newsweek 


RENEE ZELLWEGER COLIN FIRTH so HUGH GRANT 


Uncensored. Uninhibited. Unmariea. 
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“JOHNNY DEPP GIVES 
THE PERFORMANCE OF HIS CAREER! 
Rachel Griffiths and Ray Liotta deliver rich, 
hearty performances.” 


- Katrina Onstad, NATIONAL POST 


“COMPELLING! MOVING! 
MESMERIZING!” 


- Louis B. Hobson, SUN MEDIA 


““BLOW’ IGNITES THE SCREEN!” 


~ Sarah Kerr, VOGUE 
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NEW THIS WEEK 
Bridget Jones's Diary (CO, FP) Renée 
Zellweger, Hugh Grant and Colin Firth 
star in director Sharon Maguire's film ver- 
sion of Helen Fielding’s popular novel 
about the romantic misadventures of a 


neurotic, weight-obsessed, klutzy London 
“singleton.” Screenplay by Notting Hill 
9 The Films of Daniel Schmid (M) 
A selection of films by the Swiss 
Pick director, featuring: Notre Dame de 
la Croisette (1981) (Fri, Apr 13, 
7pm); Tonight or Never (1972) (Sat, Apr 
14, 9pm); La Paloma (1974) (Sun, Apr 15, 
subtitles. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel 
ral) Pollock (P) Ed Harris (who also 
vue - 
ila Amy Madigan star in this passion- 
ate account of the relationship 
abstract expressionist painter Jackson Pol- 
lock and his wife Lee Krasner. 
classic 1950 Hollywood gothic 
about a penniless screenwriter who enters 
former silent movie queen. Provincial 
Museum Auditorium; 102 Ave & 128 St; 
The Works of Michael Snow (M) A 
selection of rare and new short films by 
filmmaker, featuring: One Second in Mon- 
tréal (1969), Dripping Water (1969, co- 
Table Top Dolly (1972-6) and Prelude 
(2000). Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Thu, Apr 


writer Richard Curtis 

7pm); Tosca’s Kiss (1984) (Sat, Apr 14, 

7pm). In various languages with English 
directed), Marcia Gay Harden and 

between the brilliant but tormented 

Sunset Boulevard (EFS) Gloria 

b. A Swanson, William Holden and Erich 

iafaq von Stroheim star in Billy Wilder's 

into a strafge relationship with a reclusive 

Mon, Apr 16, 8pm 

the celebrated Canadian experimental 

directed by Joyce Wieland), Breakfast 

12, 7pm 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


Along Came a Spider (CO, FP) Morgan 
Freeman, Monica Potter and Michael Win- 
cott star in The Edge director Lee Tama- 
hori’s film version of james Patterson’s 
crime novel, in which forensic psycholo- 
gist Dr. Alex Cross teams up with a female 
_Secret Service agent to locate the kid- 
napped daughter of a U.S. senator. 


Blow (CO, FP) Johnny Depp, Penélope 
Cruz, Franka Potente and Paul Reubens 
star in The Ref director Ted Demme's 
flashy biopic of George Jung and his rags- 
to-riches-to-rags-to-riches career as a mar- 
ijuana dealer in the 60s and North 
America’s leading cocaine importer in the 
‘70s. Based on the book by Bruce Porter. 
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a time for 


drunken 


» horses 


A film by Bahman Ghobadi 


Camera d'Or 


Cannes Filrn Festival 2000 


GARNEAU 4 Nad @ 7:00 & 9:00 pm 


8712 - 109 Street - 493-0728 
VISIT US AT http://garneau.worldgate.ca for our weekly FREE TICKET draws. 


Cast Away (CO) Tom Hanks and Helen 
Hunt star in What Lies Beneath director 
Robert Zemeckis’s meditative drama 
about a hotshot Federal Express field 
manager who must learn how to fend for 
himself when a plane crash deposits him 
alone on a desert island. 


Chocolat (CO) Juliette Binoche, Johnny 
Depp and Judi Dench star in The Cider 
House Rules director Lasse Hallstrom’s fan- 
ciful film about a woman who earns the 
wrath of the leader of a small, conserva- 
tive French town when the customers at 
her chocolate shop begin abandoning 
themselves to temptation. Based on the 


novel by Joanne Harris. 
a) Crouching Tiger, Hidden Drag- 
Py on (CO, FP, P2) Chow Yun-Fat, 
fgiq Michelle Yeoh and Zhang Ziyi star 
in Sense and Sensibility director Ang 
Lee’s spectacularly staged martial-arts epic 
about a young, restless noblewoman who 
wreaks havoc as a result of her theft of a 
legendary sword 


CyberWorld (SC) The voices of Jenna Elf- 
man, Matt Frewer and Dave Foley are fea- 
tured in this collection of computer- 
animated short films (including segments 
from The Simpsons and Antz) presented in 
the 3-D IMAX format 


Enemy at the Gates (CO, FP) Jude Law, 
Ed Harris, Rachel Weisz and Joseph 
Fiennes star in Seven Years in Tibet director 
Jean-Jacques Annaud’s WWII epic, based 
on the true story of Vassili Zaitsev, the 
Russian sniper credited with killing over 
140 Nazis during the Battle of Stalingrad. 


Exit Wounds (FP) Steven Seagal, DMX 
and Isaiah Washington star in Romeo Must 
Die director Andrzej Bartkowiak’s film ver- 
sion of John Westermann’s shoot-’em-up 
novel about a tough-as-nails cop battling 
police corruption in the inner city. 


Hannibal (CO, FP) Anthony Hopkins, 
Julianne Moore, Gary Oldman and Ray 
Liotta star in Gladiator director Ridley 
Scott's sequel to The Silence of the Lambs, 
in which sociopathic master criminal Han- 
nibal Lecter is reunited with FBI agent 
Clarice Starling when he is stalked by a 
demented survivor of one of his attacks. 
Based on the novel by Thomas Harris. 


Haunted Castle (SC) Alien Adventure 
director Ben Stassen’s computer-animated 
3-D IMAX film that follows a rock musi- 
cian’s journey through a creepy mansion. 


Heartbreakers (CO, FP) Sigourney 
Weaver, Jennifer Love Hewitt, Gene Hack- 
man and Ray Liotta star in Romy and 
Michelle's High School Reunion director 
David Mirkin’s broad comedy about a 
mother-daughter pair of swindlers who 
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Sat & Sun Matinees @ 2:00 pm 
* PG. * ENDS THURS. APR. 19 













set their sights on seducing a repulsive 
tobacco magnate. 


Into the Deep (SC) Kate Nelligan nar- 
rates director Howard Hall’s 3-D IMAX 
documentary about the beautiful under- 
sea world that exists just off the coast of 
Southern California. 


Joe Dirt (CO, FP) David Spade, Dennis 
Miller, Kid Rock and Brittany Daniel star in 
director Dennie Gordon’s picaresque 
comedy about a trailer-trash loser and his 
search for the parents who abandoned 
him at the Grand Canyon when he was 
eight years old. 


Josie and the Pussycats (CO) Rachael 
Leigh Cook, Tara Reid and Rosario Daw- 
son play a cat-ear-wearing all-girl rock 
band in Can’t Hardly Wait co-directors 
Harry Elfont and Deborah Kaplan‘s 
tongue-in-cheek live-action adaptation of 
the comic book and animated TV series. 


Just Visiting (CO, FP) Jean-Marie Poiré 
directs Jean Reno, Christian Clavier and 
Christina Applegate in this English-lan- 
guage version of his French fish-out-of- 
water slapstick comedy Les Visiteurs, in 
which an 11th-century knight and his 
squire get magically transported to mod- 
ern-day America. 


The Mexican (CO, FP) Brad Pitt, Julia 
Roberts and James Gandolfini star in 
Mouse Hunt director Gore Verbinski’s off- 
beat romantic comedy about a criminal 
who alienates his girlfriend by agreeing to 
perform one last job and going in search 
of a supposedly cursed antique pistol. 


O Brother, Where Art Thou? (CO, FP) 
George Clooney, John Turturro, Tim Blake 
Nelson and John Goodman star in The Big 
Lebowski director Joel Coen’s Depression- 
era farce, based on Homer's Odyssey, 
about three escaped convicts and the 
bizarre characters they encounter as they 
roam the American South. 


Pokémon 3: The Movie (CO, FP) Poké- 
mon trainer Ash gets unknowingly 
trapped in a state of total happiness with- 
in a magical tower in this new installment 
in the series of animated children’s films 
based on the popular TV series. 


Recess: School's Out (FP) Six school- 
friends embark on a road trip together 
during their summer vacation in this fea- 
ture-film version of the popular animated 
TV series Recess. 


Save the Last Dance (CO) Julia Stiles 
and Sean Patrick Thomas star in Swing 
Kids director Thomas Carter’s cross-cultur- 
al romance about a Midwestern girl who 
moves to inner-city Chicago, where she 
falls in love with a black classmate who 
shares her love for dance. 


Say It Isn’t So (CO) Heather Graham, 
Chris Klein and Sally Field star in director 
|.B. Rogers’s taboo-tweaking comedy 
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CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON (PG) Violent scenes. 








If there’s such a thing as a King of the Remakes these days, a good case could 
be made that French actor Jean Reno deserves to be fitted for the crown. 
Besides reprising his role as time-travelling medieval French nobleman Count 
Thibault of Malfete in Just Visiting, the American remake of the blockbuster 
French comedy Les Visiteurs, Reno has also recently appeared in Godzilla 
(based on the ‘50s Japanese monster movie) and Mission: Impossible (based 
on the ‘60s TV series) and can be seen again this summer in Rollerball (based 
on the ‘70s sci-fi action flick). Meanwhile, producer Alain Goldman is develop- 
ing an American remake of Reno’s recent thriller The Crimson Rivers, to be set 


in the Rocky Mountains. 


about a naive young man who falls in love 
with the girl of his dreams, only to learn 
that she may actually be his sister. 


See Spot Run (CO, FP) David Arquette, 
Michael Clarke Duncan and Leslie Bibb 
star in director John Whitesell’s slapstick 
kiddie comedy about a moronic postal 
worker who accidentally adopts an FBI 
drug-sniffing dog that a mobster has tar- 
geted for assassination. 


Someone Like You (CO) Ashley Judd, 
Greg Kinnear and Hugh Jackman star in A 
Walk on the Moon director Tony Gold- 
wyn’s romantic comedy about a TV pro- 
ducer who gets dumped by her 
boyfriend, only to achieve pseudonymous 
fame as a sex columnist. Based on Laura 
Zigman’s novel Animal Husbandry. 


Spy Kids (CO, FP) Antonio Banderas, 
Carla Gugino and Alan Cumming star in 
From Dusk Till Dawn director Robert 
Rodriguez’s bizarre family action movie 
about two kids who come to the rescue 
when their parents, a pair of retired super- 
spies, are kidnapped by the star of a chil- 
dren’s TV show. 


(a) A Time for Drunken Horses 
(GA) Ayoub Ahmadi, Mehdi 
PICK Ekhtiar-Dini and Rojin Younessi star 
in Iranian writer-director Bahman 


Ghobadi's drama about a family of pover- 
ty-stricken Kurdish children who struggle 
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BLOW (14A) Coarse language throughout. 
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Tue Wed Thu 6:50 9:35 

BRIDGET JONES'S DIARY (14A) 
Coarse language. 

Fri Sat Sun Mon 2:00 4:30 7:00 9:25 

{Tue Wed Thu 7:00 9:25 

SPY KIDS (PG) 

fri Sat Sun Mon 1:40 3:50 7:10 9:15 

Tue Wed Thu 7:10 9:15 
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ENEMY AT THE GATES { i) Graphic war violence. 
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Tue Wed Thu 6:50 9:35 
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(AMPA (18A) Gory violence, disturbing scenes 


| HEARTBREAKERS te 
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{Tue Thu 655 9:40 Wed 9:40 

JUST VISITING (FS) 
ri Sat Sun Kon 1:30 3:40 7:10 9:20 
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RECESS: SCHOOL'S OUT (6) 
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to raise the money to pay for a life-saving 
operation for their brother. In Kurdish and 
Farsi with English subtitles. 


Tomcats (CO, FP) Shannon Elizabeth, 
Jerry O'Connell, Jake Busey and Horatio 
Sanz star in director Gregory Poirier’s 
raunchy sex comedy about a cash- 
strapped cartoonist who stops at nothing 
to make sure he wins a lucrative competi- 
tion to be the last of his group of male 
friends to get married. 


ral) Traffic (CO, FP) Michael Douglas, 
Benicio Del Toro, Don Cheadle, 
eq Dennis Quaid and Catherine Zeta- 

Jones star in Erin Brockovich director 
Steven Soderbergh’s complex drama, 
which weaves together three storylines 
illustrating the futility of the U.S. govern- 
ment’s war on drugs. 


M: Metro Cinema, 425-9212 
P: Princess Theatre, 4. 0728 





Nightly @ 7:10 & 9:30 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinees @ 2:10pm 
¢ PG (violent scenes) Ends Thurs. Apr. 19 
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PSA tao 


d doesn’t stink 


before an obviously artificial back- 
drop of blue misty mountains. La 
Paloma is rife with these sorts of 
dryly humourous interludes, head- 
scratching tangents and wild arti- 
fice. The operatic references were 
beyond me, unfortunately, but 
Schmid’s framing of the narrative 
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SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


FRI, APRIL 13-THU, APRIL 19, 2001 
VALENTINE (14A) Violent scenes. Daily 7:40 10:05 Midnight fri Sat only 12:10 
FINDING FORRESTER (PG) Coarse language. Daily 9:40 
Midnight Fri Sat onby 12:25 
MISS CONGENIALITY (PG) fn-Hon 


his Schmi 


matic pistols, decided- 
ly un-lively singers 
sing English-language 
torch songs and not a 
word of dialogue 
encroaches on the 
gloomy, terminally 
decadent atmosphere. 


BILLY ELLIOT (144A) Coarse language 
friMon 11:25 Daily 200 430 735 

SWEET NOVEMBER eo Bes 
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WHAT WOMEN WANT w Supges UNBREAKABLE (PG) Mai 
fron 11:15 Daily 1:50 425 1:05 9:50 r Daily 4:55 7:30 10:00 Midnigh 
3000 MILES TO GRACELAND (14) Yicleor scenes. Fr-Mon 11:05 RUGRATS IN PARIS (G) 
Baily 1:45 4:20 7:00 9-45 Midmight Fri Sat only (22! 102 DALMATIANS (G) fr 
THE WEDDING PLANNER (PG) VERTICAL LIMIT (PG) 
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tare ace! caren in La Paloma 
One-of-a-kind 
a Paloma is a 


showcase for Swiss 
director's talents 
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h! What a relief to find that, 
after last week’s viewing of 
the disappointing sex come- 
ly/political farce Beresina, my sec- 
ind taste of the distinctive cinema 
Swiss filmmaker Daniel Schmid 
hose work is largely 
nknown, unseen 
md unavailable in 
anada) was as satis- 
ing—and perplexing— 
his reputation indicated. This, 
etro Cinema’s second and final 
eekend devoted to screening the 
ulk of Schmid’s oeuvre, appears to 
e centred around a number of the 
riter/director’s most eccentric and 
dventurous films, including his 
ncategorizable1974 sophomore 
eature La Paloma. 

La Paloma begins in such a 
fhostly, quiet and uncontextualized 
anner, one is led to expect an 
ercise in elliptical brain-folding— 
, at the very least, the ’70s answer 
D Last Year in Marienbad. We are 
‘ansported from a tranquil field at 
unset to a cabaret bathed in pitch- 
ack shadows and red velvet, where 
Ssian roulette is played with auto- 
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It’s a pleasant surprise 
when characters final- 
ly begin to speak, yet 
for some time they 
will not say very 
much and Schmid 
leads us further into his 
strange, dreamlike world, teasing us 
with scraps of narrative. 


Silly Marlene? 


We learn of the moody chanteuse 
Viola (Ingrid Caven, playing up a 
weird mix of Marlene Dietrich and 
Sharon Tate), who is given only 
weeks to live on account of a myste- 
rious deteriorating disease. Viola 
surrenders to the insistent affections 
of a plump Oscar Wilde-ish aristo- 
crat named Isidor, who whisks her 
away and revives her health 
through the power of 
his obsessive, one- 
sided love. The 
two live in near 
solitude—and bore- 
dom—for some time, until a visit 
from Isidor’s old friend Raoul 
breathes life into their mansion and 
stirs the dormant emotions and sex- 
ual longings within Viola. 

The film is always engaging and 
only occasionally limpid, full of odd 
directorial indulgences from Schmid 
that only make the proceedings 
seem more fascinating and original. 
(Schmid will often set up an incredi- 
bly elaborate scene, only to spend 
half the time focussing his camera 
on tabletop knickknacks.) The film 
employs a jarringly diverse array of 
music and contains a hilariously 
campy scene in which Viola and 
Isidor (on their honeymoon, I pre- 
sume) lip-synch an opera piece 


with oddball literary and cinematic fret 


allusions keeps you wondering what 
it's all about for him on a personal 
level. To what extent is he taking his 
story seriously? How much of this is 
simply cleverness? 


A Poe substitute 


In any case, | found myself lured in 
by both of these elements, and the 
final third of La Paloma is especially 
involving as straight Gothic story- 
telling, like Ken Russell doing a lib- 
eral adaptation of Edgar Allan Poe as 
the story turns into a fable about 
the morbid perils of oppressive love 
and the worship of feminine beauty, 
where death is an elusive trickster 
and a perverse, vengeful morality 
can ultimately control one’s fate. 
Also screening this weekend is 
Schmid’s 1972 debut feature 
Tonight or Never, the story of a 
19th-century Austrian family 
whose servants and masters trade 
places (an apparent commentary 
on the failed revolution of '68 
that’s garnered favourable compar- 
isons to Bunuel and Renoir); Notre 
Dame de la Croisette (1981), a satire 
of the Cannes Film Festival in 
which a frustrated young tourist 
unable to get any tickets to the 
movies holes up in a Cannes hotel 
room and dreams of Cannes 30 
years ago, when the city was a 
haven for the world’s most sophis- 
ticated artists; and Tosca’s Kiss 


- (1984), a highly acclaimed docu- 


mentary set in Casa Verdi, a home 
for retired opera singers. © 


The Films of Daniel Schmid 
Zeidler Hall, The Citadel ¢ Fri-Sun, Apr 
13-15 © Metro Cinema ¢ 425-9212 
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Morgan Freeman 
coasts through 
mediocre Along 
Came a Spider 

By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


long Came a Spider is 
another one of those thrillers 
which take place in that 


alternate movie universe populated 
by supergenius crimi- 
nals and serial 
killers who engage 
in intricate cat-and- 
mouse games with bril- 
liant police investigators and 
psychological profilers, leaving 
behind crime scenes so visually spec- 
tacular that it’s surprising the cops 
don’t immediately start questioning 
every Hollywood art director within 
a 50-mile radius. These are the mas- 
ter criminals who delight in leaving 
behind “puzzles for the police to 
solve” (1 would love to know if, in 
the entire history of criminology, a 
single criminal has ever given a 
policeman “a puzzle to solve”) and 
hang out in lairs with artful collages 
of newspaper and magazine clip- 
pings and eerie Polaroid photos 
thumbtacked to the walls. When 
these guys get arrested, most of 
them seem to hire the lawyers from 
TV's The Practice to defend them. 

In Along Came a Spider, the bril- 
liant investigator is Washington psy- 


Mullet in the head 


Joe Dirt is a mostly 
unfunny piece of 
trailer trash 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


AA S: critics came out of 
retirement to kick me in 
the balls,” David Spade 

said recently,, referring to the hos- 

tile critical reaction to his flop 1999 

comedy Lost and Found. “It was just 

a fun, light movie to make people 

happy.... Yet people got so angry 

about it, so mad and livid. They 
wanted to take my head 
off for it.” That 
Spade, a guy who 
made his comedic 
reputation taking nasty 
potshots at celebrities in his “Holly- 
wood Minute” routines on Saturday 
Night Live, should now be complain- 
ing about people going out of their 
way to say mean things about 
him.... Well, there’s something 
almost endearing about his utter 
obliviousness to the irony of it all. 
Still, he’ll probably have plenty 
more time for the joke to sink in once 
the reviews for his latest effort, Joe 
Dirt, start arriving at his office. The 
movie isn’t a total disaster—a surpris- 
ing number of talented actors (includ- 
ing Fred Ward, Joe Don Baker and 

Rosanna Arquette) contribute cameos 

and even Spade gives a surprisingly 

likable performance as the hero—but 








comedy 
reVUE 





chologist and detective Dr. Alex 
Cross, played by Morgan Freeman, 
reprising his role from the 1997 sur- 
prise hit Kiss the Girls. As the film 
opens, Cross is moping around the 
house, trying to cope with having 
watched his female partner die in a 
car crash while trying to apprehend a 
serial sex offender, and not even the 
fact that the crash sequence was obvi- 
ously faked on a computer seems to 
give him any comfort. But he reluc- 
tantly agrees to lend his expertise to 
the FBI's investigation 
of the kidnapping of 
a senator's daughter 
from an exclusive 
private school when the 
criminal begins calling his house and 
leaving clues in his mailbox. The 
criminal is one Gary Soneji (Michael 
Wincott), who is determined to pull 
off the biggest, most notorious crime 
since Bruno Hauptmann made off 
with the Lindbergh baby—and he 
needs Cross to give him legitimacy in 
the eyes of the press. 


Potter torture 


Those of you who saw Chain Reac- 
tion and thought Morgan Freeman 
would never be able to find a more 
lightweight actor to team up with 
than Keanu Reeves, along comes 
Monica Potter to prove you wrong. 
Potter, who plays a Secret Service 
agent assigned to the kidnapped 
girl’s school and winds up assisting 
Cross with his investigation, most 


the film’s preponderence of humping 
dogs, overflowing septic tanks and 
meteor-sized hunks of frozen airline 
waste kept getting in the way of my 
appreciation of its charms. Maybe I’m 
a movie snob, but I can’t see myself 
ever recommending a film in which a 
character gets doused with raw sewage 
and despairingly exclaims, “I got the 
poo on me!” 


The Joe must go on 


The title character of Joe Dirt is a 
trailer-trash loser who’s worn the 
same absurd mullet litereally since 
he was in diapers. (Erik 
Per Sullivan, Dewey 
from Malcolm in the 
Middle, plays Joe as 
a youngster.) Aban- 
doned at the Grand Canyon when 
he was eight years old, Joe has spent 
his entire life searching for his par- 
ents, stopping only to customize his 
car and attend the occasional Def 
Leppard concert. His jobs include 
stints as a Louisiana alligator wran- 
gler, a carny, a worker on an oil rig, 
a puke-cleaner at a junior high 
school and a janitor at an L.A. radio 
station. It’s there that he’s discov- 
ered by a condescending DJ (Dennis 
Miller) who puts him on the air and 
encourages him to talk about his 
life. Joe talks with particular fond- 
ness about the time he spent in a lit- 
tle hamlet called Silvertown, where 
he met the love of his life, a luscious 





recently appeared in 
the teen romantic com- 
edy Head Over Heels, 
and the leap from Fred- 
die Prinze Jr. to Morgan 
Freeman is clearly 
beyond her. With her 
stylish blonde hairdo, 
her distractingly per- 
fect complexion and 
the soap-actress deliv- 
ery of her lines, she’s 
completely unconvinc- 
ing as a member of the 
Secret Service. (Gillian 
Anderson’s Dana Scully 
could pin this cupcake 
to the ground in five 
seconds flat.) I’m not 
sure I can think of a 
role Potter would be 
convincing in—she has 
the kind of blandly 
wholesome good looks that only 
seem at home in magazine ads for 
Tic-Tacs and Newport cigarettes. 

Not that Freeman gives a stellar 
performance either, but at least he 
emanates such an impenetrable layer 
of trademark Freeman seriousness 
that it’s easy to overlook what a lazy, 
big-star performance he’s giving. The 
script of Along Came a Spider hardly 
deserves a real performance, though, 
consisting as it does of far-fetched 
twists and double-crosses, plenty of 
squirmy scenes showing young chil- 
dren in danger and some hilariously 
expository dialogue. (Remember that 
scene where Potter tells Freeman 


vision in halter tops and 
cutoff denim shorts named 
Brandy (played by Brittany 
Daniel—or is the character 
named Brittany and the 
actress named Brandy?). 
There’s not much mushy 
stuff, though—this is the 
kind of movie where the 
guy hooks up with the girl 
one winter night after help- 
ing unfreeze her dog’s testi- 
cles from her front porch. 
Anyway, Joe is such a hit 
on the air that he soon 
becomes a media darling, 
and even works up the 
courage to stand up to his 
rival for Brandy’s affec- 
tions, a dirtball played by 
Kid Rock. 

The film’s white-trash 
setting is the source of much of its 
humour, but the jokes are pretty 
superficial: Spade basically just 
wears a lot of tacky outfits and 
makes dimbulb comments in a hick 
accent. It’s not like I expected Spade 
to create some kind of subtly shaded 
three-dimensional character here, 
but Joe Dirt is still a pretty shallowly 
conceived comic creation, full of the 
kind of superficial white-trash traits 
a smartass TV sketch-comedy writer 
could have picked up on after 
watching a few episodes of Jerry 
Springer. Spade is amusing in the 
role—he’s very good at playing 
feisty nerds who insist on believing 


Here's looking at you, arachnid: Morg 


about the antique rifle her father 
gave to her as a present, kids—it’s 
important for later!) 


The Tamahori story 


The film was directed by Lee Tama- 
hori, who has assembled an uneven 
and puzzlingly impersonal filmogra- 
phy ever since making a name for 
himself with the violent New 
Zealand domestic drama Once Were 
Warriors. Since that success, he went 
on to direct Mulholland Falls and The 
Edge as well as a few episodes of The 
Sopranos. He doesn’t do a single 
unusual or distinctive thing behind 





w 


an Freeman and Monica Potter in Along Came a Spider 


the camera with Along Came a Spider, 
and that's probably exactly what this 
material calls for. This is product, 
pure and simple—it may as well 
have been titled Suspense Thriller 
#2—and when it appears on the 
video store shelves a year from now, 
it will join Copycat and Blink and 
Blown Away on that list of movies 
that kidnapped your memories so 
effectively that you can’t be quite 
sure if you saw them already. © 








Directed by Lee Tamahori ¢ Starring 
Morgan Freeman, Monica Potter and 
Michael Wincott * Now playing 





they're cool despite all available evi- 
dence—but Joe Dirt pales before the 
riotously funny writing of people 
like Harry Crews and Lisa Carver, 
who burrow deep inside the white- 
trash experience and use that per- 
spective to satirize the outside 
world. (Joe Dirt’s humour doesn’t 
extend much beyond “mullets sure 
do Icok funny.”) 


Walken on the Beach 


But I’m getting off-track. The point 
is, Joe Dirt didn't make me laugh 
much. There are some amusing 
scenes, such Joe’s attempt to explain 


David Spade, doing some trash talking in Joe Dirt 





the joy of gigantic explosions to.an 
understocked native fireworks ven- 
dor (Adam Beach from Smoke Sig- 
nals), or just about every scene Ya 
Christopher Walken as a very 
intense school janitor. But picking 
out the good bits in this film—and 
boy, do I apologize in advance for 
this metaphor—is like the scene 
where a scientist picks out the 
peanuts in Joe’s giant hunk of 
frozen airline crap. © 


Directed by Dennie Gordon * Starring 
Daniel and Kid Rock * Now playing — 
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Lies and dolls 


There's a powerful 
stench of mendacity 
to Shee Baker's art 





that if you want to be a successful 

liar, you’d better have a good 

memory. If there’s any artistry to 

lying, it’s about keep- 

ing the various 

yarns you've spun 

straight and untan- 
®gled while securing 
your monopoly (however provision- 
al) on the truth. 

No Word of a Lie is Cindy Baker’s 
long-awaited and much-anticipated 
meditation on a figure you've dated, 
worked for, bought stuff from or 
perhaps see in the mirror every 
morning: the liar. For the past four 
years, Baker has knitted and cro- 
cheted an enormous cast of charac- 
ters, each of whom embodies a 
particular kind and quality of liar. 
The taxonomy is extensive and, it 
would appear, exhaustive. 

Clustered on plinths and 
sprawling over the piles of rugs that 
cover the floor is a perverse array of 
knitted dolls, hand puppets, 
afghans and animals that fills the 
gallery space to capacity—it’s as 
though the area has been taken 
over by craft-crazy grandmothers 
on acid. Be they knitted chickens, 
dogs, woolly lambs or vacuum 
cleaners, Baker creates objects that 
give a material substance—and, 
more to the point, personality—to 


Jes it was Montaigne who said 











a eee 
THEATRENOTES 
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Theatre Notes from 
undergound 





Notes From Underground + "B” 
Scene Studios * To Apr 14 « 
reVUE Descending the steep stairs 
into “B” Scene Studios, just off Whyte 
Avenue, immediately put me in the 
mood for Notes From Underground: a 
@ark and foreboding play adapted 
from the moody Dostoevsky novella, a 
studio located in a basement, a one- 
Ran show on a small stage—it was all 
working for me. Even the snotty tick- 
et-taker seemed in keeping with the 
forbidding Russian mood. 

Misha, an embittered and recently 
retired civil servant, howls and shakes 
his fist at the world in a wide-ranging 
Monologue. Dostoevsky was onto 
something when he wrote this story; 
in Misha he gave us our modern anti- 
hero—a complete creep whose rant 
against society is ugly, one-sided and 
at times comical because Misha’s 
hatred runs so deep. Misha knows it, 










visual arts 
preVUE 


the many adjectives that customari- 


ly describe liars: she shows us “bald- 
faced” liars, “compulsive” liars, 
even “big fat” liars. 

But Baker's show extends far 
beyond these old standards. Every 
conceivable kind of liar is represent- 
ed here, and it’s uncanny the extent 
to which Baker’s edgy and at times 
malicious whimsy can get the shape 
of the word just right. A crocheted 
pair of twin Santas with their pointy 
ted hats and woolly black peglegs 
are inscribed with the 
text “favourite liar” 
while the knitted 
bust of a woman’s 
head with yellow yarn 
hair that rests atop layers of cro- 
cheted pink frills personifies the 
“reliable liar.” There is the “mar- 
ketable liar” (floppy, shapeless, 
blank-eyed and green) and the 
“manipulative liar” (innocent and 
unassuming in a tiny red knit shawl 
which frames a benign and twinkly 
smile, but oddly—and suggestive- 
ly—bereft of arms and legs). 


Crochet what? 


Meanwhile, clusters of afghans bear- 
ing barely legible graffiti-like 
inscriptions riddled with embroi- 
dered typos stutter incoherent mes- 
sages from the walls. These are bits 
of what Baker describes as “found 
text,” messages she happens upon 
in the course of her day which, 
taken out of context, lose all sense 
of meaning. Culled from such 
sources as cereal boxes and bath- 
room doors, phrases like “sorry we 
out,” “more time, more growing” 
and “keep your fucken mouth shut” 


are appropriated from their original 


too. Early on, he grimaces at the audi- 
ence and remarks, “You are uglier 
than | am.” In the hands of actor and 
U of A drama professor Michael Mur- 
dock, Misha is a snarling, wounded 
animal, pacing in his “underground.” 
This is a man so hungry for some sort 
of human connection or discourse 
that he envies another man who has 
been thrown out the window of a bar. 

Misha is consumed by petty jeal- 
ousies, perceived hurts and imagined 
slights. He frets over his clothes and 
shame over his poverty. He comforts 
himself by constructing elaborate 
revenge fantasies (which he never 
acts upon). Misha accepts a dinner 
invitation where he has been deliber- 
ately given the wrong time. The din- 
ner party ignores him and he ends up 
insulting one of the guests. During 
the course of a long night, he drunk- 
enly vents his misery and schemes 
more revenge. When the group of 
men visits a brothel, Misha chases 
after them, gleefully planning to at 
least slap one of his snooty tormen- 
tors. After a drunken tumble with a 
prostitute, Misha starts to see things a 
little differently. 

For the third and final production 
of its inaugural season, Sound and 
Fury Theatre’s treatment of Dosto- 
evsky’s story is mostly competent. 
Adapted and directed by Scott 
Sharplin, Notes From Underground 
plays like every teenager's dark fanta- 
sy. Misha hates everyone equally and 


context and given a new home on 
Baker's hand-crafted needlepoint 
samplers and crocheted afghans. 
Confrontational but utterly perplex- 
ing, the messages stutter across the 
wall like a combination of dyslexia 
and Tourette’s. (Whatever cozy 
domesticity these afghans may have 
in a different context vanishes when 
they’re embroidered with these 
cryptic messages and nailed to wall.) 

While construction of these 
objects demonstrates Baker’s con- 
siderable facility with a crochet 
hook or a pair of knitting needles, 
those skills are deployed in the 
interest of creating objects that are 
endearing, menacing and at times 
disturbingly pathetic. By monu- 
mentalizing the trivial, Baker shows 
the extent to which meaning and 
truth are dependent upon context. 
The throngs of liars who litter the 
floor and the incoherent afghan 
banners swaddling the walls allude 
to the fragility of meaning, the 
materiality of language and the illu- 
sive nature of truth. 

“I’m interested in the accidents 
of language, at looking at the sites 
where it doesn’t work,” Baker says. 
“Where it lies, where it fails to gen- 
erate meaning.... None of us has 
privileged access to the truth. This 
makes us all liars whenever we try to 
express say something that’s ‘true.’ 
As an artist, I can’t pretend to be 
any closer to the truth or any less of 
a liar than anyone else. All I can do 
is ask questions and try to look at 
things as honestly as I can.” © 


is No Word of a Lie” 
By Cindy Baker ¢ Edmonton Art 
Gallery * To June 10 






with virulent passion. Sharplin allows 
Murdock to yelp and cavort about the 
small stage with a certain measure of 
dignity and wit. The youth and 
despair of the prostitute is what snaps 
Misha’s head back. “Let me have 
another try at living in the life,” he 
tells the sobbing woman in a conver- 
sation about soggy graves. The 
change is subtle and unforced. When 
the prostitute shows up at Misha’s 
basement a few days later, he still has- 
n’t quite let go of his former self. He 
humiliates the woman and himself by 
attempting to give her money, only 
later realizing what it was she really 
came for. The love between a man 
and a woman or a parent and child is 
indeed one of God's mysteries. 

Though the program notes pro- 
fess Murdock to be a “Russophile,” 
his accent is unconvincing; perhaps, 
given Dostoevsky’s meaty words, it 
would have been wiser if he had 
dropped it altogether. In fact, why 
not drop the whole turn-of-the-cen- 
tury Petersburg artifice entirely and 
give us a modern man ripping his 
hair out? Jeans, black T-shirt, subter- 
ranean home office? Indeed, 
Sharplin’s adaptation is jarring at 
times precisely because of the 
anachronisms in the props and the 
dialogue. | doubt, for instance, 
whether Dostoevsky ever intended 
for the words “cheap and cheesy” to 
be used by a man having a philo- 
sophical hissy fit. © 





manitoba t#zeatfre centre 


The Wave, Winnipeg Fringe Theatre 
Festival™ 2000, Photo by Bruce Monk 


AUDITION TOUR ror 


NEW DANCE ROCK MUSICAL 


Manitoba Theatre Centre will audition professional 
and non-professional candidates for The Wave, 

a new dance rock musical which will open the 
MTC Mainstage 2001/2002 season in October. 
Candidates must be very strong dancers 
and singers (pop-rock style). 


Edmonton Auditions: Open Call - April 20 and 21 
For more details and audition location see www.mtc.mb.ca 


GREAT 


EDMONTON 
SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA 


MARIO GALEANI, PIANO 
April 20 & 21,8 pm Vladimir Valek, conductor 
Estacio Flights of Fancy 


Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 5 “Emperor” 
Dvorak Symphony No. 5 





ie IVE 
BORIS BELKIN, VIOLIN 
May4&5,8pm Grzegorz Nowak, conductor 
Rimsky-Korsakov Capriccio Espagnol 
Shostakovich Violin Concerto No. 1 
Tchaikovsky Symphony No. 5 


HEATHER BISHOP’S MUSICAL MAGIC 
Sunday, May 6, 2 pm 
Heather Bishop David Hoyt, conductor/host 


Heather Bishop celebrates the beauty in us all. ‘Heather Bishop 
Her concerts are full of quirky, upbeat, sing-along songs. 

This programme will feature the award-winning Chickee’s On The 
Run, as well as favorites Bellybutton, and A Duck in New York City. 


AN EVENING WITH MICHAEL BURGESS 

May 11 & 12, 8 pm, Sunday, May 13, 2 pm 

THIRD SHOW ADDED SUNDAY, MOTHER’S DAY 

David Hoyt, conductor/host Michael Burgess 
The “Voice of Canada” comes to Winspear Centre to showcase his 


acclaimed talents with music from his new recording, 
A Place In The Sun. 


Mother’s Day Brunch in Winspear Centre before the show. 


RESERVE NOW! 
ON. er Hinton TE cg commen mes 


edmontonsymphony.com @& 
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Such sweet sorrow 


Hughes and Marler 
shine as star- 
crossed lovers 
Romeo and Juliet 
By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


he new production of Romeo 
Te Juliet at the Citadel opens 

with a very long slow-motion 
street brawl between members of 
Verona’s warring Montague and 
Capulet families. After about three 
minutes of shirtless swordplay, the 
action suddenly shifts into normal 
speed, Michael Becker’s Andrew 
Lloyd Webber-esque score cuts out 
and the clank of the swords and the 
grunts of the combatants ring out 
loud and clear. 

It took a bit longer for this play 
to kick into high gear for me. For 
one thing, I’m always just naturally 
impatient for these two 
young lovers to 
hurry up and get 
together and start- 
ing causing trouble. But 
there are also a couple of odd (and 
rather distracting) character touches 
in the first couple of acts, like the 
steamy kiss Lady Capulet plants on 
her nephew Tybalt or the way Mer- 
cutio seems to have a psychotic 
episode near the end of his Queen 
Mab speech. These colourful 
episodes certainly get your atten- 
tion, although they ultimately seem 





a little pointless in the larger con- 
text of the play. But once the beauti- 
fully staged and performed balcony 
scene between Tara Hughes’s Juliet 
and Brian Marler’s Romeo begins, 
the show never looks back. I’ve 
rarely seen the action in Romeo and 
Juliet make as much emotional sense 
as it does here: by the end of the 
play, you're ready to believe not 
only that their desire to be together 
is a matter of life and death—but 
that between those two options, the 
desperate lovers may, in fact, have 
chosen correctly. 


Juliet of the spirits 


Juliet is a perfect role for Hughes, 
who, in Transit of Venus and her stel- 
lar supporting turn earlier this season 
in To Kill a Mockingbird, has demon- 
strated a remarkable gift for playing 
emotionally turbulent young women 
at the mercy of forces larger and 
more powerful than 
themselves. Hughes 
has no problem 
keeping Juliet’s 
emotions very close to 
the surface and it would be easy to 
mistakenly call her performance 
uncontrolled if it weren’t for the 
intelligence and precision with 
which she navigates the Shakespeare- 
an dialogue—in the soliloquy she 
delivers after hearing about Tybalt’s 
death and the one just before she 
drinks the potion that will give her 
the appearance of having died, every 
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shift in Juliet’s thoughts is clear 
and focussed. Maybe it’s her 
unusual emotional openness 
that makes Hughes so effective 
at these types of roles—she 
makes her characters’ feelings so 
immediate that you can’t help 
but place a tremendous emo- 
tional stake in her characters’ 
happiness, and it seems like an 
awful injustice when that hap- 
piness is thwarted. 

Marler is less conventional- 
ly handsome than the typical 
Romeo type; his mouth has a 
downward tilt to it that makes 
him look a little morose even 
when he’s at his most 
lovestruck. His performance is 
less immediately winning than 
Hughes’s, but the underlying seri- 
ousness he gives Romeo—the sense 
both that he’s suddenly realized 
what a powerful feeling true love 
can be, and that he’s placing his 
own life and that of his lover in 
mortal danger simply by acting on 
those feelings—acquires a surprising 
amount of force by the time the 
final act rolls around. One of the 
most effective scenes in the produc- 
tion takes place when Romeo hides 
out at Friar Laurence’s retreat after 
killing Tybalt and thrashes around 
on the floor, unable to deal with 
what he has done. Marler finds the 
perfect middle ground between ado- 
lescent acting-out and genuine 
despair, and Ashley Wright—who 


gives a terrific performance, by the 


Oedipus, wrecked 


The Oedipus 
Project is a half- 
baked mix of myth 
and multimedia 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


orthern Light Theatre’s multi- 
RY disciplinary extravaganza The 
Oedipus Project takes the 
myth of the unlucky ancient Theban 
king, gives it a goth/sci-fi spin and 
dramatizes it with a combination of 
video footage, choreographed move- 
ment and dance, poetry, music and 
@rama. It sounds like promising, 
edgy, ambitious entertainment, but 
in fact almost none of it works—the 
combination of the 
Oedipus story and 
multimedia turns 
out to be almost as 
misconceived a union as 
that between Oedipus and Jocasta. 
Director Sandhano Schultze 
begins the show with a news broad- 
cast playing on a TV monitor. We 
gather from the Criswell-like anchor- 
man that we are an indeterminate 
fumber of years into the future, and 
that the play we are about to see is 
an attempt to make theatrical sense 
of the tumultuous events that have 
befallen the kingdom and its ruler, 
Oedipus (Chris Fassbender). (Is this 
where those black-and-white 
"dramatizations” on newsmagazines 
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like 20/20 and Dateline are ultimate- 
ly headed? Will Robert Lepage soon 
be producing CBC’s The National?) 
Schultze periodically returns to this 
motif of the TV news media—Oedi- 
pus watches several news reports 
about his rather half-hearted investi- 
gation of the previous king’s death 
and is frequently assailed by crowds 
of camera-wielding reporters bom- 
barding him with questions about 
how he plans to deal with the dead- 
ly plague currently ravaging the The- 
ban population. 

But for a play that wants, in 
part, to make a comment about the 
role of the media, The Oedipus Pro- 
ject shows a remarkable lack of savvy 
about the texture and the rhythm of 
TV news shows. There’s a lot of 
potential for some 
wicked satire in the 
notion of how 
modern-day tabloid 
TV journalists would 
cover the Oedipus story—when he 
launches his personal inquiry into 
Laius’s death, he’s like a funhouse 
mirror version of O.J. Simpson vow- 
ing to hunt down “the real killers.” 
But instead, Schultze settles for a 
series of clumsily staged media 
scrums in which Oedipus wades 
through the crowd of reporters mut- 
tering “No comment” over and over 
again. (And even the greenest cub 
reporter could conduct a more effi- 
cient murder investigation than the 
one we see Oedipus coordinating— 


he apparently ponders the case for 
10 years before it finally occurs to 
him to ask someone exactly where 
the murder took place.) 


A sphinx with kinks 


The script makes a few other 
attempts to find modern equiva- 
lents for the various aspects of the 
plot. In this version, for instance, 
Oedipus achieves fame when he 
solves a riddle posed by a terrorist 
organization named S.P.H.I.N.X. (I'd 
love to know what that unlikely- 
looking acronym could possibly 
stand for) and blinds himself in the 
final scene by staring at the flash 
from a Polaroid camera and inflict- 
ing upon himself what has got to be 
the worst case of redeye in the his- 
tory of modern photography. 

But the whole “modernized 
Oedipus” idea, like many of the 
ideas in The Oedipus Project, never 
gets fully developed—the gap 
between the play’s lofty themes and 
the clunky, inadequate way they get 
dramatized is often uncomfortably 
large. Part of the problem may be 
the thrown-together nature of the 
script, a patchwork of original dia- 
logue, some lines from Sophocles 
and a few poems lifted wholesale 
from Ted Hughes that Schultze has 
failed to shape into a dramatic 
whole that lays out its themes and 
develops them coherently. I realize 
that the show has been conceived 


way—is equally strong in the speech 
where Laurence forcefully demands 
that Romeo pull himself together. 


Empress of the bruise 


Director Tom Wood has orchestrat- 
ed an unusually large gallery of fine 
supporting performances: besides 
Wright, Maralyn Ryan is delightful 
as Juliet’s chatterbox of a Nurse, Jor- 
dan Pettle actually makes Mercutio’s 
rather recondite Elizabethan word- 
play seem witty all over again and 
Paul Cowling makes an imposing 
Lord Capulet—in one of the play’s 
most terrifying moments, he even 
yanks the petite Hughes off the 
ground with one arm. (I also appre- 
ciated the fact, after seeing so many 


plays full of phony stage violence, 
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Brian Marler smooches Tara Hughes in Romeo and Juliet 


that when Cowling slaps Jan 
Alexandra Smith’s Lady Capulet 
across the face, Wood has her show 
up in the following scene with a 
nasty purplish bruise on her cheek.) 

There are some problems with the 
ending: Romeo and Juliet’s deaths are 
a little unsatisfying (if that’s the word 
to use), and the closing tableau, in 
which all the surviving characters sob 
loudly over the lovers’ bodies as the 
lights go down, is a bit heavy-hand- 
ed. Wood doesn’t need to have the 
actors cry—he’s staged this classic 
tearjerker so effectively that the audi- 
ence will probably be able to supply 
plenty of tears on its own. © 
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While you were Theban: the cast of The Oedipus Project 


more as a succession of images than 
a conventionally structured drama, 
but I think it still needs a stronger 
spine than it has now if those 
images are to acquire some texture 
and resonance or to generate some 
dramatic momentum. (There's also 
something particularly ugly about 
the bloody sequence near the end of 
the play in which a young woman 
gets brutally interrogated, a sensa- 
tionalistic scene that feels like noth- 
ing more than a last-ditch attempt 
to give the show a little extra spice.) 


A disapproval of chorus 


The contributions from “movement 
designer” Lynda Adams and “image 
designer” Tim Folkmann, meanwhile, 
have not been well integrated into 
the action either; they tend to inter- 
rupt the action rather than become 
part of it. (One of the worst touches 
in the show is the chorus, whose 


members have been encouraged to 
roll their eyes, lick their lips and leer 
grotesquely at every character who 
comes near them, and whose unre- 
strained overacting becomes a major 
annoyance as the play wears on.) 

The play feels simultaneously 
overconceived and undercon- 
ceived—a lot of artists have worke 
hard creating material for this show, 
yet it says so little that’s new or 
provocative about the myth that 
inspired it that you half wondes 
why Northern Light didn’t simply 
pour all this energy into staging 
Sophocles’s Oedipus Rex instead of 
telling the same basic story and 
exploring the same basic themes 
with a much weaker script. Ironical- 
ly for a play about Oedipus, this 
production lacks vision. O 


La Cité Francophone * To Apr 15 © 
Northern Light Theatre * 471-1586 
¥ 


eee 
oe eg, 


ARTSVVEEKLY 


For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 
Deadline is 3pm Friday. 





ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 
10186-106 St., 488-6611. *FEATURE 
GALLERY: * CELEBRATING CHALKE: PAST 
AND PRESENT: Ceramic works by John 
Chalke. Until Apr. 21. 


ART BEAT 8 Mission Ave., St. Albert, 
459-3679. *Open: 10am-6pm; Thu 10am- 
9pm; Sat 10am-5pm; Sun and hols 12- 
4pm. *MOVED BY THE SPIRIT: Work 
inspired by a diversity of cultural back- 
grounds. Works by Lucie Tettamente, 
Robert Murray, Laszlo Pal, Lewis Lavoie, 
Gisele Jubinville, Sophia Podryhula Shaw, 
Joshua Poitras and Jane Ash Poitras. Until 
Apr. 29. 


BAGEL TREE CAFE 10354-82 Ave., 439- 
9604. FRESH PAINT: A curated show of 
works by Edmonton high school students. 
Until May 6. 


THE BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 
55., 482-1204. New works by gallery 
artists including Maxine Noel, Leland Bell 
and Dale Auger. Until Apr. 30. 


BUGERA/KMET GALLERIES 12310 
Jasper Avenue, 482-2854. FROM GARDEN 
TO TABLE: New work by Jane Adam and 
jamie Evrard. 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBER- 
TA 20, 8627-91 Street, 461-3427. *MALI 
MELO: Tom Morin (photographs), Herman 
Poulin (3D works), Roland Soucy (acrylic 
paintings), Gilbert Parent (crafts). Until 
April 17. 

CYBERTOPIA INTERNET CAFE 11607 
jasper Ave., 451-3849. ADVENTURE ART 
SHOW: Oils paintings by Garett 
Gunderson. Until Apr 30. 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 
St., 488-4445. New works on paper and 
canvas by Saskatchewan artist David 
Thauberger. Until Apr. 21. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., 422-6223, 
www.eag.org. Open: Mon-Wed and Fri 
10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, 
Sun and hols 11am-5pm. *METAMORPHO- 
SIS: A survey of works by Calgary artist 
Marion Nicoll, a pioneer of modern art in 
Canada. Until May 21. *SALVATION!: 
Various art works by local and regional 
artists. Until May 21. eAN ECLECTIC 
_VISION-ALBERTA ART FROM THE 1930s TO 
THE 1970s: Historical works from the col- 
fections of The Edmonton Art Gallery and 
The Alberta Foundation for the Arts. Until 
May 21. *MARIAN DALE SCOTT, 1906- 
1993: Pioneer of Modern Art. 
Retrospective exhibition. Until June 10. 
*REVOLVE: Works by Catherine Burgess, 
Judith Schwarz, Martha Townsend. Until 
June 10. *THE KITCHEN: NO WORD OF A 
LIE: Works by Cindy Baker. Until June 10. 
*NEW EYES: An education and exhibition 
space to assist with school tour programs. 
Interactive space about art and travel. Until 
May 30. *VISIT WITH ARTISTS: THU 19 
(7:30pm): Lecture by Roy Leadbeater. 
*CHILDREN'S GALLERY: AN ELEPHANT IN 
THE FOREST: THE SPIRITUAL ART OF EMILY 
CARR: Hands-on workshop with Marc 
Seigner. Until June. eAdmission: $4 adult; 
$2 student/senior; $1 ages 6-12, kids 
under 6 free. Free on THU after 4pm. 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND 
GALLERY 12419 Stony Plain Rd., 482- 
1402. ¢Open: Tue-Sat 10am-Spm. A pre- 
view for our fall shows: Japanese ceramics 
by Yasuo Terada and Bizan. Drawings and 
rere tore by Frank Haddock. Gold and 
Iver jewellery by Wayne Mackenzie and 
Janet Stein. Blown glass by Jeff Holmwood 
and Robert Held. Wood boxes by John 
Morel and Henry Schlosser. Until Apr. 28. 


YAB GALLERY 1-1 Fine Arts Building, U 
of A, 112 Street, 89 Avenue, 492-2081. 
*Open: Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; Sun 2-Spm; 
closed Mon, Sat and statutory holidays. 
FRESHLY SQUEEZED: U of A Bachelor of 
jae Aneoe Design graduate 
ow. Until Apr. 22. ning reception: 
THU, April 12, Por Na oer a 
FINDERS KEEPERS-THE BASEMENT 
GALLERY Basement, 8239-104 Street, 
436-5854. A LITTLE OF 'DIS AND A LITTLE 
OF ‘DAT: Photographs by Derrek Malin. 
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THE FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt., 10516 
Whyte Ave., 432-0240. *WORKS BY JILL 
AND LINDA: Mixed media works by jill 
Hiscox and Linda Ould. Until Apr. 30. 


GALLERY 124 10240-124 St., 488-4575. 
*Open: Tue-Sat 10-Spm; Sun 12-3pm. 
TENDER YEARS: Paintings by Carl Michael 
Oleinyk. Until Apr. 18. 


THE GALLERY AT ARTRA 15607-100A 
Ave., 489-1028. The Jasper Place High 
School Students show. Until Apr. 30. 


GENERATIONS GALLERY 5411-51 St., 
Stony Plain, 963-2777. *Open: Mon-Sat 
10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm. *ART AND 
HEALING JOURNEYS: Presented by The 
Artists of Fifth Dimension Studio. Until May 
7. eGALLERY DINING ROOM: | LOVE TO 
TELL THE STORY: Paintings by Father 
Douglas. Until Apr. 29. 


GIORDANO GALLERY 208 Empire Bidg., 
10080 Jasper Ave., 429-5066. SPRING 
SHOW: Featuring art works by David 
Bolduc, Ruby Mah, Barbara Ballachy, Tony 
Calzetta, Scott Gregory and new gallery 
artist, Akiko Tanguchi. Until Apr. 21. 


GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE Studio 
109/113 Jasper Place Campus, 10045-156 
St., 497-4321. ORANGE: The Fine Art 
Program Graduate show. SUN, Apr. 22 1- 
Spm; Apr. 23-26, 11am-7pm. Opening 
reception: SAT, Apr. 21, 7-9pm. 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 Street, 
426-4180. *THE PAIN OF TREES: Installation 
by P. Roch Smith. Until May 5. FRONT 
ROOM: LIMIT; Emerging Edmonton artist 
Duncan Johnson series of paintings. Until 
March 31. ¢ TAKING THE FUN OUT OF 
FUNCTION: Works by Craig Le Blanc. Until 
May 5. 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St. *Open: 
Mon-Fri 8am-5:50pm; Sat 9am-Spm. Oils 
by Joe Haire, mixed media by Richard 
Dixon, watercolours by Edythe Markstad 
Buchanan and pottery by Noburo Kubo. 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St. 
*Open: Tue-Fri 9am-5:30pm; Sat 9am- 
4pm. Prints by Toti, oils and prints by 
Wendy Risdale, Watercolours by Jim Brager 
and jim Painter, pottery by Nebuiro Kubo. 
Until Apr. 30. 


MCMULLEN GALLERY University of 
Alberta Hospital, 8440-112 St., 407-7152. 
Open: Mon-Fri 10am-8pm, Sat-Sun 1- 
8pm. SCULPTURE: AN INTIMATE CONVER- 
SATION: An inside exposé of the sculptors’ 
world. The members of the Sculptors’ 
Association of Alberta have chosen to 
share not only their art but also their inspi- 
ration, motivation and ongoing process. 
For this exhibit the gallery has been set up 
informally to recreate a studio atmosphere. 
Until June 3. Opening reception: THU, Apr. 
12, 7-9pm. Artists in attendance. 
*Demonstrations/workshops by exhibiting 
artists each Thursday, 2-Spm at the gallery, 
starting Thu, Apr. 19. 


ORTONA GALLERY 9722-102 Street, 
439-6943. Open Mon 3-8pm; Weekends 
11-3pm, or by appt. M: THE DANCE: 
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Installation of photographic images of 
motion and social portrait by Lara Herr. 
April 12-29. Opening reception: THU, 
April 12, 7pm. 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 
Perron Street, St. Albert, 460-4310. 
Paintings by George Tosczak. Until April 
28. Lecture: TUE, April 19, 6pm and WED, 
April 25, 1pm. 


ROWLES AND COMPANY LTD Mezz. 
Level, 10130-103 Street, 426-4035. 
Open: Mon-Fri 9am-Spm; Sat 12-5pm. 
Featuring watercolour florals by John 
Freeman and acrylics by Angela 
Grootelaar. New blown glass "Fish in a 
Bag" by Brian Kelk and fruit bowls by 
Ontario glass artist Cheryl Takacs. Also 
exhibiting acrylic abstract paintings by 
David Seghers, and landscapes by Elaine 
Tweedy and Audrey Pfannmuller. *Haryest 
Room, Hotel MacDonald. New renaissance 
period garden scenes by Steve Mitts. 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St., 488- 
3619. *Open: Tue-Sat 10am-Spm 
APPETITE AND DESIRE: Solo exhibition of 
new paintings by West Coast artist Leslie 
Poole. Until Apr. 24. 


SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 St., 423- 

1492. «Open Tue-Sat 12-5pm. COPPER 

DREAMS: Fantasy images in colour etch- 
ing/aquatint, by Hannamari Jalovaara of 
Vancouver. Until Apr. 28. 


SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEM, 444-1024. 
Featuring works by Yardley-jones, Gregg 
Johnson and Jim Vest. Oils and acrylics by 
Passil Tsegaye. Pottery by Blackmore 
Studios and Noburo Kubo. Glass art. Until 
April 30. 


SPECIAL-T GALLERY 436 Riverbend Sq., 
Phase II, 437-1192. Open: Tue-Wed 10- 
6pm; Thu 10-9pm; Fri 10-7pm; Sat 10- 
Spm. «MY WORLD: Multi-media art by 
Elaine Tweedy. *FANCY FLOWERS: Joan 
Todd's raku pots with hand formed porce- 
lain flowers artist and blacksmith Rosann 
Janzen. Until Apr. 30. 


STRATHCONA PLACE CENTRE 10831 
University Ave., 433-5807. Linda Nelson 
and Penny Lamnek celebrate 25 years of 
exploring art together. Works include 
watercolours paintings, pastels, ink works, 
potter and sculptures. Until May 3. 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin 
Park Plaza, St. Albert, 460-5990. «WET 
PAINT: Mixed-media paintings by Sheryl 
Kent. Until Apr. 28. 

SUGAR BOWL CAFE 10922-88 Ave., 
433-8369. BARE ESSENTIALS: Photo exhibi- 
tion by Hung Ly. Until May 12. 


SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 Saddleback Rd, 
988-2266. Pastels, acrylic paintings, oil 
paintings, watercolours, Japanese chigiri-e 
and Oriental ink works. New works by 
Joyce Bowerman, Gwen Burroughs, Louise 
Cheng, Fran Cuyler, Cecile Derkatch, Sylvia 
Dubrule, Frank Haddock, Shirley 
Kinneberg, Lewis Lavoie, Susanne Loutas, 
Leonie Poole, Jo Anne Rasmussen, Jean 
Roth, Cindy Stewart, Darrell Stiles, Sharron 
Webber, Darren Woluschuk and others. 
Glass works by the Bissetts. Sculptures and 
ceramic pieces by various artists. 


WEST END 12308 Jasper Ave., 488-4892. 


N TICKETS TO REVEEN! 
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To enter, send your name & phone number g 
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¢Open: Tue-Sat 10am-Spm. *SPRING: 
Acrylic paintings on paper by Nixie 
Barbon. Until Apr. 19. 


DANCE 


GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE John L. 
Haar Theatre, Jasper Place Campus, 10045- 
156 St., 497-4393. ©431-6124, 903-7418. 
The Oldest Dance-A Historical Journey of 
Belly Dance: Dances from Ancient Egypt, 
Phoenicia, Turkey, Morocco, India, Spain 
and more. FRI, Apr. 13, 8pm. TIX: $15 
adv., $20 @ door. 


KOMPANY DANCE Jagged Edge 
Lunchbox Theatre, 420-1756. Six Singular 
Sensations: Combination of dance song 
and dramatics. Apr. 17-20, Tue-Fri 12:10- 
12:55pm, Apr. 20-21, Fri-Sat 8pm. TIX: $8 
adv.; two-for-one Tuesday @ TIX on the 
Square or @ door. 


THEATRE 


CHIMPROV The New Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave., 448-0695. *Every SAT 
except the last Sat of ea. month (11pm): 
Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre 


COMPANY Horizon Stage, 1001 Calahoo 
Road, Stony Plain, 962-8995. By Stephen 
Sondheim. Musical. Presented by the 
Horizon Players. Robert, a thirty-something 
guy lives in New York City. Robert's prob- 
lem is that he is single, and all his married 
friends remind him of this. April 20-21, 
7:30pm; April 26-28, 7:30pm. 


THE DAY NEVER ENDS |jubilations 
Dinner Theatre, WEM, Upper Level, 484- 
2424. Attend the "live to air" shooting of 
everyone's favourite musical soap opera... 
The Day Never Ends. Until Apr. 


DIE-NASTY The Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Avenue. Edmonton's long-run- 
ning, live improvised soap opera strides 
into its tenth year presenting a season set 
in the glorious days of the Roman Empire 
circa 67 A.D. Every Monday. TIX: $8 or $5 
with brand new Die-Nasty membership 
card ($25). 


THE LAST THIRTY PAGES Mayfield 
Dinner Theatre, 16615-109 Ave., 483- 
4051. When a successful novelist hits 
writer's block and cannot complete his last 
chapter, what is he to do? Hire a pizza 
delivery boy to help him enact the charac- 


THE 
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ters, with unexpected and hysterical 
results! Until Apr. 15. 


LOVE ACCORDING TO JOHN jubilee 
Auditorium, 455-0787. Presented by the 
Alberta Lyric Theatre. Passion play. The life 
of Jesus. TIX: $12 adv., discounts for sen-_ 
iors, kids and groups. Apr. 13-15 


NOTES FROM UNDERGROUND B Scene 
Studios, Basement, 8212-104 St., 435- 
8542, 420-1756. Presented by Sound and 
Fury Theatre. Adapted from the novel by 
Fyodor Dostoevsky. One-man production. 
Apr. 12-14, 8pm. TIX: $10 adult, $8 stu- 
dent/senior. Adv. tickets @ TIX on the 
Square or @ door. 


007 1/2 THE SPY WHO SCHTICKED 
ME Celebrations Dinner Theatre, The 
Oasis Entertainment Hotel, 13103 Fort Rd., 
448-9339. Who better to save the world 
from the evil Dr. Nope than the suave 
secret agent 007 1/2? Until May 19. TIX:,, 
$29.95 and up. 


THE OEDIPUS PROJECT La Cité 
Francophone, 8527-91 St., 471-1586, 
420-1757. By Lynda Adams, Tim Folkmann 
and Sandhano Schultze. Presented by 
Northern Light Theatre. A multi-discipli- 
nary adaptation of the Oedipus myth 
Using image-based theatre and visual sto- 
rytelling tools such as the Internet, film 
and television. Until Apr. 15, 8pm. TIX 
$16 adult, $14 student/senior @ TIX on 
the Square or Northern Light Theatre 


PLAYWORKS FESTIVAL Victoria School 
of Performing and Visual Arts, Eva O. 
Howard Theatre, 101 St., Kingsway Ave., 
425-3010. Until Apr. 12. TIX: $5/day adult; 
$3/day youth/senior. 


ROMEO AND JULIET The Citadel, 
Maclab Theatre, 9828-101A Avenue, 
425-1820. By William Shakespeare. Until 
April 29. 


SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre, 16615-109 Avenue, 483-4051 
World-famous silent movie stars are con- 
fronted by the advent of "taking pictures’ 
and have to convert their new romantic 
adventure movie into a musical. The prob- 
lem is that the beautiful female star has a 
voice that could scare an elephant! April 
20-July 1. 


THEATRESPORTS New Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave., 448-0696. *Every FRI 
(11pm): Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre. 


y 
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By ROCKIE GARDINER 
ETRE RE A ES 


ARIES (Mar 20-Apr 19): Every Ram in the spectrum, from late March birthdays to 
(pP celebrating theirs at the tail end of the sign, is in line to receive a valuable gift 
this week. For some, it'll be affirmation of the way you've been feeling; for others, it'll 
be information you’ve been trying to uncover, However, all are blessed by the power to achieve 


one of your life goals plus the glory of succeeding on your own terms; in other words, the 
rewards of a sun-Mars trine. And you thought you'd be happy with champagne and chocolate 


can put you in places that have nothing to do with sunrise services and baskets of 
eggs. If there’s a family ritual you're supposed to partake in, then you could have a 


problem. But if you’re footloose and fancy-free, there's a memorable experience waiting for 


> Oo TAURUS (Apr 20-May 20): A heightened sense of adventure during the Easter holiday 


you, one that will lift your spirits, perhaps even help you break one of your all-time records. 
Athletes do especially well when the sun and Mars favorably align on Saturday. Tennis, anyone? 


GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Check out the holiday sales. This weekend is excellent 

I for acquiring the latest electronic wonder, the fastest computer chip, the hippest 
new toy on the block. It’s also a good time to cater to your sports fantasies, e.g 

beating your golf buddies or getting courtside seats for the game. It's rare that air signs such 
s yours encounter such a run of static-free days. Even if you unearth information your part 


er might not want you to know about or you present your spouse with an ultimatum, you 


catch the usual flak. Amazing 


=O CANCER 21-July 22): Dressing up as the Easter Bunny? This is one of your 
more’ pr Dr 


Qe that you a 


gig might not be that much of a « 


k, a time when your career takes off, when the job 
reputation for doing it well are in sync. And while the 
nge, the rewards are well worth the effort. The sun in 
heaven rarely trine: house of work, health and service. The 
| happen is in 2 
and be appreciative, dammit! 


LEO (July 23-Aug 22): You’re at the top of your game right now, in the rare position 
of receiving the fire that Prometheus stole from the gods. And how did you manage 
SU: Simply by being the fire sign that completes the Grand Trine ber 

ing planet, the sun, exalted in the sign of Aries, and passionate Mars, the ruler of Aries, in 
Sagittarius, the third fire sign, in your house of romance and other pleasures. This particular 
setup isn’t happening again for many, many years, so gather ye rosebuds while ye may before 
this milestone slips away. 


your Aries 


next time this w e of what the favorable aspect brings 





ween your rul- 





swiftly and changes modes of expression so often that there is no permanence in 

your life. Instead of feeling rooted like the other earth signs, Virgos are constantly 
considering alternatives as if they were Geminis. Not that you don’t feel rooted to your past, 
but how attached are you to the present and what do you desire for the future? | bring this 
up now because Mercury helps you make a life-changing decision when it trines regenerative 
Pluto, plus it provides the courage to act while it trines Mars. 


NM: (Aug 23-Sept 22): You may think because your Mercury ruler moves so 


. 


fl gy \orsie: (Sept 23-Oct 22): Knowing that your Venus ruler is changing direction on the 
19th can make a difference in the way you deal with co-workers and health profession- 
als. You’re about to go through another version of the past six weeks, only this ume 
you’ll be crossing the t's and dotting the i’s in those relationships. Partners have a lot Of input 
now because the sun and vocal Mercury in your Aries marriage house has them turning over new 
leafs and getting fired up about your immediate environment. This includes the neighbours 


SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): This week should put the frosting on your cake, the cream 

n your coffee. Cholesterol be damned—the Aries sun in your house of health and work 

rewards your ability to reinvent yourself, revive a project that was dead and make some 
money in the process. Your Mars co-ruler in your Sagittarius house of assets and values is favor- 
ably aligned with the powerful sun and literate Mercury. Do what you will and then give it what- 
ever spin you want. Rarely does this particular planetary line-up occur so carpe diem, dahling. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): This year is being touted as one of the best for 

Archers in a while. Here’s why: the current activity in high-spirited Aries in your 

house of “toujours l'amour” favors your natal Sag planets as well as Pluto, Mars and 
Chiron, who are currently passing through. You’d be on top of the world if that’s where you 
were headed. However, there's little planetary action above the line, so the goodies you're 
wetting are of the below-the-line, personal variety. You have the impetus now to act and the 
words (Mercury) to chronicle the experience. 


concentrated in your house of house hunting and family dining, so you can go all 

out for Easter and not feel you’ve being excessive about anything. Check out new 
locations or lock yourself in your kitchen; either way, you'll have the physical energy and 
mental will to accomplish whatever you choose. It makes sense (to me, anyway) to make 
major decisions before your Saturn ruler enters versatile Gemini on the 20th, before the 
desire for variety becomes a way of life. 


8 CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 20): How convenient! The transiting Aries planets are 


AA gQUARIUS (Jan 21-Feb 18): All systems are go, so why not take off while the sun 
favours your inquisitive Uranus ruler? You could also launch a promotional campaign 
AAG cine yourself or your product while this opportunistic planetary pairing is propelling 
you forward. Friendship and your identification with a group figure into the mix as well, So 
before Taurus begins and tests of your will power begin to pile up, before you have to defend 
the stand you take, spread your wings a little wider and encompass a bit more of the world. 


whole bunch of money or other valuable benefits, because you created a stir on the 

job. Either that or you played hardball with a parent or employer and won. Militant 
Mars in your midheaven and the sun in your Aries money house are providing you with 
ammunition while they dispense rewards. This combination of desire, purity of spirit and 
physical stamina won't come your way again for a long time, so warrior women and fearless 
Aftists should leap at whatever opportunities do pop up. V 


}f PISCES (Feb 19-Mar 19): If all goes according to plan, you should be receiving a 
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DISPLAYS/MUSEUMS 


DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 5 km 
North of Edmonton on Hwy 60, 987-3054. 
*Open weekends. Authentic Japanese garden, 
nature trail, 80 acres of connected gardens. 
TIX: $5.75 adult; $4.50 senior; free kids under 
4. $3.25 youth (4-1 2yrs); $17.50 family. SAT 
14 (11-4pm): Plant sale (orchids and cacti). 
Staff garage sale. Admission: $2. Free kids 
under 4yrs. 


FORT EDMONTON PARK Fox Dr., 
Whitemud Dr,, 496-8787. SAT 14 (1-4pm): 
Sweet Treat Hide and Seek. TIX: $3 per per- 
son; $10. family. 


JOHN JANZEN NATURE CENTRE Fox Dr, 
Whitemud Dr., 496-2939. «Open Weekdays 
9am-4pm; Weekends/hols 1-4pm. *Weekend 
Adventures, drop-in activities: 1-4pm week- 
ends and holidays. *Animals as Architects: 
Interactive display for all ages. SUN 15 (1- 
a Bounce Into Spring. SUN 22 (1-4pm): 
This Ark called Earth. TIX: $0.75 kid; $1 
youth/senior; $1.25 adult; $3.75 family. 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM Near Kinsmen 
Sports Centre, 496-4852. *Open Sun 1-4pm 
(Until Apr.). #496-8778. THU 12-SAT 14 
(7:30pm): Springtime Serenade. TIX: $16. 
SUN 15 (1-4pm): Easter Egg Hunt. SUN 22 
(1-4pm): Papermaking. 


MCKAY AVENUE SCHOOL 10425-99 Ave., 
422-1970. Archives and Museum located 
ong the river valley on the Heritage Trail. 
Stroll in the Victorian-era Park. 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne 
Street, St. Albert. 459-1528. *Open: Mon-Sat 
10am-Spm; Sun: 12-5pm. *DISCOVERY 
ROOM: An interactive educational venue 
dedicated to children and families. Hear bird- 
calls, examine the minerals in the mineral 
mine, watch live frogs, interact and play 
Predator-the foodchain game. Free. *St. 
Albert Place, 3rd Fl., St. Anne Street Every 
THU (7-10pm), until Apr. 19: Researchin 
Your Family Roots. $75 for all four workshops. 
Pre-register. 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-96A St., 
496-8755. Open Mon-Fri 9am-6pm; Sat-Sun 
11am-6pm. FUCHSIA FOUNTAINS; Until June 
10. *BASKETFUL OF BUNNIES: Apr. 13-16, TIX: 
$5. adult, $4. senior/youth/student, $2.50 
kid, $15. family. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 
12845-102 Ave., 453-9100, 453-9131. 
www.pma.edmonton.ab.ca. Open: 9am- 
5pm daily. *SYNCRUDE CANADA ABORIGI- 

IAL PEOPLES GALLERY: Spats 11,000 years 
and 500 generations, peop le of the past and 
present, recordings, film, lights, artifacts and 
more. Permanent exhibit. *SYR/A: LAND OF 
CIVILIZATIONS: The result of a cultural and 
artistic exploration between Sudanese artists 
and three Canadian artists who participated 
in an exchange in Sudan. Until July 2. Open 
Mon-Fri 9am-9pm; Sat-Sun 9am-Spm until 
May 13. *BUG ROOM: Permanent live inver- 
tebrate display. Ongoing. TIX: $6.50 adult; 
$5.50 senior; $3 youth (7-17); kids 0-6 free; 
$15 family. Half-price Tues. 


REYNOLDS ALBERTA MUSEUM 2km West 
of Wetaskiwin, Hwy 13, 361-1351. *Open 
daily until May 18, epee holiday Mon. *THE 
SPIRIT OF THE MACHINE: A collection of vehi- 
cles, aircraft, tractors and industrial machines- 


a tribute to mechanical genius. Enjoy the dis- 
play galleries, observe museum-qualit 
restoration in Dio EsSs or take a guided tour 
of hundreds of "diamonds in the rust" in the 
warehouse. 


RUTHERFORD HOUSE 11153 Saskatchewan 
Drive, U of A Campus, 427-3995. «Open 
daily 9am-Spm. Costumed interpreters recre- 
ate daily household activities. Admission: $3 
adult, $2 senior/youth, $8 family, kids 6 and 
under free. 






CALDER LIBRARY 12522-132 Ave., 496- 
7090. Seve THU (10:30am and 1:30pm): 
Pre-school Storytime, 3-5yrs. Pre-register. 
Until May 30. SAT 14 (2pm): Easter Bunnies. 


CAPILANO LIBRARY Capilano Mall, 98 
Ave., 50 St., 496-1802. SAT 14 (2pm): Bunny 
Hop Easter Puppet Show. Pre-register. 


CASTLE DOWNS LIBRARY 9 Lake 
Beaumarais Mall, 15333 Castle Downs Rd., 
496-1804. *Every WED (10:30am); Pre-school 
Storytime, 3-Syrs. Apr. 18-May 16. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq., 422-6223. *Children's Gallery: 
An Elephant In the Forest. *Youth Drop-in 
studio, Sat, 3-Spm, $5, no pre-registration. 
Saturday classes, for 4-1 6yr olds. 


HIGHLANDS LIBRARY 6710-118 Ave., 496- 
1806. *Every THU (10:15am); Totally Twos: 
Stories, music and simple crafts. Until Apr. 12. 
Pre-register. 


IDYLWYLDE LIBRARY 8310-88 Ave., 496- 
1808. SAT 14 (2pm): Spring Into Action. 


INDIGO BOOKS MUSIC AND CAFE 1837- 
99 St, South Edmonton Common, 432-4488. 
*Every Mon-Fri (2pm, or on request): 
Storytime. *Every SUN (11:30am and 1pm): 
Storytime. *Every SAT (11am): Who Needs 
Cartoons? SAT 14 (11am): Easter hunt and 
egg decorating. Special episode of Who 

leeds Cartoons? 


JASPER PLACE LIBRARY 9010-156 St., 
496-1810. *Every WED (1:15am): Pre-school 
Storytime, 3yrs. Pre-register. Until Apr. 18. 
eEvery THU (Osisains Pre-school Storytime, 
3yrs. Pre-register. Until Apr. 19. pert ED 
(2pm): Pre-school Storytime, 4-Syrs. Pre-reg- 
ister. Until Apr. 18. *Every THU (11am); Pre- 
school Storytime, 4-Syrs. Pre-register. Until 
Apr. 19. SAT 21: Spring Fling, 8yrs+. 


LESSARD LIBRARY Lessard stepping 
Centre, 6104-172 St., 496-1871. *Every THU 
(7pm): Pre-school Storytime for 3-5yrs. Until 
May 31. *Every TUE and WED (10am): Pre- 
school Storytime for 3-Syrs. Until May 31. 
*Every TH iW Oam): Time for Twos, 2yrs. Pre- 
register. Until Apr. 12. SAT 21 (2pm): Silly 
Saturdays, Syrs+. Pre-register. 


LONDONDERRY LIBRARY Londonderry 
Mall, 137 Avenue, 66 Street, 496-1814. 
*Every TUE (10:15am): Now-that-l'm-Three 
Storytime, 3yrs+. Stories, fingerplays and 
songs. Drop-in. Until May 1, *Every TUE 
(2pm); WED (10:15am): Londonderry Pre- 
school Storytime, 4-Syrs. Stories, fingerplays, 
songs and more. Drop-in. Until May 2. SA 
21 Grading time 10-10:30am; Program time 
10:30-11am): Junior Stamp Club: Back of 
the Book. 


MILL WOODS LIBRARY 601 Mill Woods 
Town Centre, 2331-66 St., 496-1818. *Every 
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TUE (10:15am): Pre-school Storytime, 3-Syrs. 
Apr. 17-May 22. Pre-register. *Every WED 
(10:15am); Time for Twos. Apr. 18-May 23. 


Pre-register. eEvery WED (2:15pm): Pre-school 
Storytime, 3-Syrs. Apr 18-May 22. Pre-regis- 
ter. *Every THU (10:15am): Baby Laptime, 1- 
2yrs. Apr. 19-May 24. Pre-register. 


MOM AND TOTS FAIR Northlands 
AgriCom, 465-2903. FRI 20-SAT 21 (9am- 
5pm): Tradeshow for expectant parents and 
preschool families. PSTTSOps for parents, 
children and adult fashion show, and stories 
for children. TIX: $8; $6 adv. @ Sears 
Children's Departments; Kids under 12 free. 


PENNY MCKEE LIBRARY Abbottsfield Mall, 
3210-118 Ave., 496-7839. *Every TUE 
(10:30am): Drop-in Time for Twos, 2yrs+. A 
half-hour of stories, rhymes, crafts and songs. 
Until May 8. *Every WED (10:30am): Drop-in 
Pre-school Storytime, 3-Syrs. Half-hour of sto- 
ries, songs and activities. Until May 8. SAT 21 
(2pm): Junglepalooza. Pre-register. 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 
Ferron St., St. Albert, 460-4310. *Every SAT 
(1-4pm): Art-Ventures, 5-12yrs. SAT 14: 
Comic Characters. $2, SAT 21: Memory 
Paintings. $2. 


RIVERBEND LIBRARY 460 River Bend Sq., 

944-5311. *Every TUE (10:30am): WED 
(2pm): Drop-in Storytime. Until May 16. 
«Every THU (7pm): ‘ajama Storytime. Drop- 
in. Until May 17. SAT 21 (2pm): Silly 
Saturdays, Syrs+. Pre-register. 


SECOND STORY Mill Woods Town Centre, 
2331-66 St., 413-6971. SAT 14 (11am): Story 
Time: Chris Menu. SAT 14 (1:30pm): Story 
Time: Val Dickau. SAT 14 (11:30am): Family 
Crafts. SAT 14 (2-3pm): Youth Writing Club, 
WED 18 (10:30am): Story Time: Colleen 
Derrick. Free. 


SOUTHGATE LIBRARY Southgate Shopping 
Centre, 496-1822. *Every WED (2:15pm): 
Drop-in Pre-school Storytime, 3-Syrs. Stories, 
songs and activities. Until May 16. *Every 

WED (10:15am): Family Storytime. Drop-in 
half-hour of stories, songs, activities and fun. 
Until May 16. seve TUE (7pm); Teddy Bear 
Spat tlast Paes Intil June 12. *Every FRI 
(10:30am): Eee Laptime, 12-24 months. Pre- 
register. Until May 11. Every TUE (10:15am): 
Time for Twos, 2yrs. Until May 8. Pre-register. 


SPRUCEWOOD LIBRARY 11555-95 St., 
496-7099, #Every TUE (2pm): Pre-schools 
Storytime, 3-Syrs. Half-hour of stories, songs 
and fingerplays. Pre-register. Until Apr. 24. 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., 496-7000. *Every SAT 
ce Research Central, 9-12yrs. Learn tips 
or using the on-line catalogue, Internet 
searches and CD-ROM products. Pre-register. 
Until June 2. #Every SUN (2pm): Family Fun, 
all ages. A half-hour of fun and entertainment 
for the whole family. Until Apr. 29. 


STRATHCONA LIBRARY 8331-104 St., 
496-1828. *Every TUE (10:30am): Storytime, 
3-Syrs, A half-hour of stories, songs and pup- 
pet shows for pre-schoolers. Until May 29. 


VALLEY ZOO 134 St., Buena Vista Rd., 496- 
6911. eOpen 9:30am-4pm daily until May 5 
*Adopt-an-Animal. MON 16 (1 SLADE 
Springfest. TIX: $2.50 kids; $4 adult; $3.25 
youth/senior; $12.25 family. Until May 5. 


WOODCROFT LIBRARY 13420-114 
Avenue, 496-1830. *Every WED ea 
Pre-school Storytime, 3-Syrs. Half-hour of sto- 
ries, oe and fingerplays. Until Apr. 25. 
Every TUE (10:30am): Baby Laptime, 1-2yrs. 
Pre-register. Until Apr. 24. SAT 14 (2:30pm): 
Puppet Rumpus. 












ASSOCIATION FOR SAFE ALTERNATIVES 


IN CHILDBIRTH (ASAC) 202, 8540-109 
St., 425-7993. WED 18 (7:30pm): Childbirth 
film and information night. Midwife Linda 
Moore, Pre-register. 


EXPORT DEVELOPMENT GROUP 
EDMONTON (EDGE) Edmonton Chamber 
of Commerce, World Trade Centre, 600, 
10123-99 St., W. door, 426-4620. WED 18 
(7:15-8:45am): Monthly meeting. Speaker 
Karen Goss presents Exporting is Risky Business. 
$2. Everyone welcome! 

LIE ENRICHMENT CENTRE 4936-87 St., 
462-4419. Every SUN (11am): Jaclyn Darby 
presents the original New Thought philoso- 
phy for abundance and peace of mind. Music 
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by Deanna Clee, Kelly Thomas. Until May 26. 


MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 10056 
Macdonald Dr., 428-1818. THU 19 (7:30pm): 
Exploring your past: Historical perspectives on 
Christianity series: Undermining the Vatican by 
Dr. S. Hijmans. TIX: $13 @ door or from 
church office 


MILL WOODS LIBRARY Mil! Woods Town 
Centre, 2331-66 Street, 496-1818. *Every FRI 
(1-4:30pm): Bridge Players drop-in. Until 
May 19. 


MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY Glenrose 
Rehabilitation Hospital Pool, 471-3034. 
*Every SAT (11:30am-12:30pm): Aquafun 
classes. Pre-register. 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NETWORK- 
ING GROUP Edmonton Chamber of 
Commerce, 600, 10123-99 St., W. door, 426- 
4620. FRI 20 (6:45-8:30am): Speaker Terry 
Warner presents An Introduction To 
Entrepreneurs and The Fair Trade Act. $2. 
Everyone welcome! 


PROFILE PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
St., St. Albert., 460-4310. THU 19 (6-8pm) 
and WED 25 (1-3pm): Artist lecture with 
George Tosczak. Free. Pre-register. 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 
University Ave., 988-5487. THU 19 (7:30pm): 
Foothills in Focus-An Earth Day Celebration 
Robin and Marian slideshow, TIX: $5 @ door. 
Proceeds to save Alberta's foothills. 


UPWARD BOUND TOASTMASTERS CLUB 
Stanley A. Milner Library, 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq., Room 7, 6th Floor, 429-9789. 
*Every WED (7:30-9:30pm): Until June. 


WASKAAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION 
*Southgate Mall, Southeast Corner, 434- 
2675. SUN 15 (10am): peeauises Hike, 
9km, Edmonton Southwest Trails. Bring lunch 
and beverage. Southgate Mall, Southeast 
Corner, 111 St., 45 Ave., 434-2551. SUN 22 
(10am); Free guided hike, apprx, 11km at 
Gwynne area. Bring lunch and beverage. 
Non-members welcome. 


WHITE SPOT RESTAURANT Caigary Trail 
S., 412-9582. THU 12 (6:30pm): Meeting for 
Y2K-Yes 2 Kindness. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 201, 10324-82 
Ave., 437-5014. TUE 17 (7pm): Four Storm 
Nights in April, a poetry reading by Stroll o! 
Poets Jocelyne wenctiae uie Bell, Tom 
Emmens, Ruth Anderson Donovan. 


CAPILANO LIBRARY 201 Capilano Mall, 98 
Ave., 50 St., 496-1802. *Every second WED 
(7-8:30pm): Capilano Book Club. 


CHAPTERS South Point, 3227 Calgary Trail 
South, 431-9694. SAT 21 (2pm): Barbara 
Scott and Shannon Cowan read from their 
latest works of fiction. 


GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE City Centre 
Campus, 10700-104 Ave., Rm. 6-232, 497- 
5058. MacEwan writer in residence available 
for consultation. Grant MacEwan College's 
Writer In Residence, Scot Morison, can help 
with y ur Manuscript or your ideas. Until May 
12. Ph. to schedule an appointment. Free. 


INDIGO BOOKS MUSIC AND CAFE 1837- 
99 St, South Edmonton Common, 432-4488. 
FRI 20 (3pm): Jim Hole, book signing and 
question and answer session on gardening. 


MILL WOODS LIBRARY Mill Woods Town 
Centre, 2331-66 St., 496-1818. *Every SAT 
(2pm): Tale Ends, drop-in. Until May 24. 


ORLANDO BOOKS Bloomsbury Room, 
10123 Whyte Ave., 432-7633. FRI 20 
(7:30pm): Penn Kemp (poet, playwright, and 
performer) reads and performs from a selec- 
tion of her work. 


SOUTHGATE LIBRARY Southgate Shopping 
Centre, 496-8342. Every third THU of the 
month (7:30pm): Southgate Library Fiction 
Book Group. Until Apr. T9. 






= 
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THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Calgary Tr. 
N., 469-4999. THU 12-SAT 14: MC comedian 
Nelson Giles and the Comedy Factory Improv 
Players. THU 19-SAT 21: MC comedian Bryan 
Myers and the Comedy Factory Improv 
Players, 






A [ 
EDMONTON SCOTTISH SOCIETY HALL 
3105-101 St., South Edmonton, Ellerslie, 464- 


4714. SAT 14 (6:30 door): Grant Frazer, 
Stuart Anderson dinner and concert. TIX: $25 
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member, $28 non-member. 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Students’ Union 
Building, Myer Horowitz Theatre, 492-4764 
FRI 13: Good Friday Service presented by the 
Mennonite Churches of Edmonton. *437- 
8559. SAT 14 (8pm): Council of India 
Societies and The Sahara present a musical 
variety program of songs and dances 
Fundraiser for the Gujrat Earthquake Victims. 
*488-4000. THU 19-SUN 22: Performing 
Arts Committee of the EFCL presents City 
talent show. 


WAY OF THE CROSS Boyle Street 
Community League, 9515-104 Ave., 420- 
1306. FRI 13 (106am-noon): Annual outdoor 
Way of the Cross, a prayer event starting at 
the Boyle Street Community League. 


WHETSTONE POTTERY GUILD Bellevue 
Community Hall, 7308-112 Ave. SAT 21 
(9am-3pm); 20th Anniversary Spring Pottery 
show. Free, 


WORKSHOPS 


CASTLE DOWNS LIBRARY 9 Lake 
Beaumarais Mall, 15333 Castle Downs Rd., 
414-5656, SAT 21 (2pm): Computer basics. 
Pre-register. 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave., 496- 
6955. Wide range of classes; Cooking, silver- 
smithing, dance, sculpture, creative writing, 
candle making, drawing, painting, and more. 


DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 5 km 
North of Edmonton on Hwy 60, 987-2064. 
*Nature Study and Horticulture Courses: 
TUE 17 (7-9:30pm0: Soil Fertility. SUN 22 
(11-4pm): Sugar Shack. Demonstrations of 
birch tree tapping with Warren Bard. $2 per 
person, kids 4ys and under free. *Art and 
Craft Courses: FRI 20-SUN 22: Willow High- 
backed Armchair. SAT 21 (9am-noon): Floral 
Arranging (beginners). SAT 21: Floral 
erangins (Intermediate). SAT 21 (Qam-4pm) 
Bird Cage Patio Light. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq., 422-6223. eDrop-in art for the 
absolutely terrified, Thu, 7-9pm, $5 fee, no 
Sha adalat required, ey SAT (3-Spm): 
outh Drop-in Art Workshops, 14-17yrs. $5. 


GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE sjasper 
Place Campus, 10045-156 St., 497-4301. 
*497-4303. Chicago with Arts outreach. June 
10-17. $1695 tuition, incl. airfare, accommo- 
dation. Registration deadline: Apr. 27. 497- 
4303. Spring getaway to London with Arts 
Outreach and Grant MacEwan College. May 
11-20, featuring art, music and theatre. 
Tuition, airfare, accommodation $2195. *City 
Centre Campus, 10700-104 Ave., 497-5194. 
Early Childhood Development Program Open 
house. SAT, Apr. 21, 10am-noon. *Room 203, 
497-4321, 497-4428. Fine art program infor- 
mation session. TUE, Apr. 24, 7pm. *Room 7- 
227, 420-1757. Arts and Cultural 
Administrators Association, Corporate 
Sponsorship Workshop with Ken Wyman. 
THU, Apr. 19, 8:30am-12:30pm. $60 @ TIX 
on the Square. 


INDIGO BOOKS MUSIC AND CAFE 1837- 
99 St, South Edmonton Common, 432-4488. 
SAT 21 (2pm): Spring craft demonstration. 
Painting your birdhouse. SUN 22 (12-Spm): 
Harold Smith Travel information booth. TUE 
17: Intuitive card reading. 


INTEGRATIONS HEALTH CENTRE 488- 
2881. Information evenings for massage ther- 
apists and alternative health care providers 
who have clients but need a safe and sup- 
Portive in which to practice. Learn how you 
can provide full clinic services while maintain- 
ing your independence. Contact Dave for 
information. Free. 


JASPER PLACE LIBRARY 9010-156 St., 
496-1810. *Every THU (2pm): Films for the 
Retired and Semi-Retired. Until Apr. 26. 
LESSARD LIBRARY Lessard Shoppin 
Centre, 6104-172 Street, 496-1871. WED 18 
(7-8:30pm): Introduction to the Internet. 
Pre-register. 

MERRYWOOD DANCE ACADEMY Queen 
Mary Park Community League Hall, 10844- 
117 St., 454-5005. Register for spring session 
sixteen weeks: Starting Sat, Until June 9. 
Saturday classes. Beginners welcome. Teen, 
jazz and tap. Pre-register. 

SHADES OF GREY ART 16911-109 St., 
456-3152. Painting in pencil for beginners. 
Weekday classes, morning and afternoon. 
Pre-register. 

SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 Saddleback Rd., 
988-2266. Adults and kids art classes, profes- 
sional instruction, with small class sizes. 


Headline 
Bold/centred 
Extra Line 
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Classifieds 


Deadline for classified advertisin 





FREE*FREE*FREE* FREE* FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE, pro- 
viding the ad is non-profit. Ads of more than 20 words 
subject to regular price or cruel editing. Free ads must 
be submitted in writing, in person or by fax. Duplicate 
ads will not be published, except by mistake. Free ads 
will not be taken over the phone. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you require an ad to be renewed or can- 
celled please phone or fax the Classified 
eee Please, fax your ad to 426-2889, or drop it 
off at the Empire Building, 307, 10080 Jasper Avenue 
Deadline is 3:00 PM the Monday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space. 


tists 





rtists 





The Alberta Society of Artists in partnership with 
the Edmonton An Gallery is pleased to present 
VISIT WITH ARTISTS-A Public Lecture Series 
THU, Apr. 19, featuring Roy Leadbeater 
Edmonton Art Gallery, Lecture Theatre, 2 Sir 
Winston Churchill ree. Ph 426-0072 






nadat2 
The Group of Several photographers collective 
looking for new members. If your work is gallery 
quality (any subject) we would be interested in 
hearing from you. Ph Bob 428-6738, ext 208 
weekdays 8 





naottz 


Auditions! April 27th & 28, 12pm-Spm for show 
to be staged at the upcoming 2001 Edmonton 
Fringe Festival. Seeking two male, non-equity 
actors to play the role of Brent (smaller build) and 
Michael (larger than Brent) in between the ages 
of 21-28. Please contact David Pasieka (director 
479-1028 to arrange an audition time 


nasi? 
NeXtFest ‘01 (june 5-10) is holding auditions for 
young emerging NON EQUITY actors. Apr. 20, 
6-10pm; Apr. 21-22, 1lam-4pm. Call Kerri at 
453-2440 

nada t2 


CALL TO ARTISTS: Open competition for Alberta 
artists only. Clareview LRT Station, First stage 
Submission deadline: May 8. For more info ph 
424-2787 or 3-m tgoldie@oanet.com 

nao2 


Mural artists wanted. Volunteer artists wanted to 
do an indoor mura! project in Stony Plain. Paint 
and brushed provided. Interview and portfolio 
required, For more info and to register ph jean 
Sagan © 963-2261 (8:30-4:30 M-F) by May 1. 


nad4i2 


Get Discovered 


TODAY! 


Actors, models, 
unique individuals, 
athletes, kids 


FREE INFORMATION 
604-222-3383 


infoCactorsco-op.com 


$30/wk. Actors Co-op 
Suite 102, 5639 Hampton Place 
Vancouver, BC V6T 2H6. 
























THE LAUNDRY 


Edmonton's Best Laundromat 


Giant Washers $5” Dryers 30 min. $1° 
Quilts, Rugs, Sleeping Bags 


is 12 noon the Tuesday before publication 


é 


artists 


jubilations Dinner Theatre will be holding ger 
al auditions THU, Apr. 26, For info ph 484-24. 


to artists 











Actors, dancers, DJ's, firespinners, stilt walkers, 

rformance artists of al! kinds are needed to 
el > create Edmonton's first Performance Rave 
Caberet. Can you create mindblowing spectical? 
Call Paul @ 455-0813 or email: blainpaul@hot- 
mail.com. 











nadees 
Audition Notice: FRI, Apr. 13, 10am-11:30am 
(doors @ 9:30am), Victoria School of Performing 
Arts, Dance Studio 164, South entrance, Dance 
Alberta doors. Advanced jazz/lyrical/hip hop 
dancer ages 13+. For more info contact the 
Alberta Dance Alliance @ 422-8107 
na040s 
Artists requested to submit to GOING POSTAL 
intemational MAIL ART exhibit. Deadline Apr. 
nd to ESPA, P.O. Box 75086, R.P. 
1, TOE 6K1. Ph 434-9236 or e-mail 
}1@home.com tor info. 
nat i8-apr. 


2 Female dancers wanted for showcase. Ages 
18-23 AQUA/Madonna style. Will train. Make 
new friends and all Lisa 993-3335 


NADIOS 





work out ¢ 


Actor looking for involvement in Fringe 200) 
production. GMCC grad. Janice 488-2166 
nabezz 


Turn your dreams into a career 


, TREBAS 
INSTITUTE 


Nine month 





www.trebas.com 
reg@trebasv.com 


872-2666 


Addit Up... 


Line total $ 5.00 
Extras: 
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% HEY EDDIE! by GIOAL- 


wet 


fen 





[Todos FREE? | 
[13 ate lol a gi—le] gi—) 
New Right Now! 


44-TALKS 448-2557 


Must be Tes Lang distance charges may enty 







ALL MALE PARTYLINE 
Local guys on line right now. 
Connect live ar just listen for FREE! 
Call 780-490-2299. And enter 
Your Free trial code 8103 
www. interactivemale.com 
Re BM 0824 






Get it Tonight! 
Instant live phone conversations with hot 
Edmonton gay men. All live, all the time. Call 
for your free membership. 413-7144 
vyoos9acL 


Confessions Hotline 
leave or listen 
1-900-561-4080 ext. 2797 
$2.99 per min. Must be 18 yrs 
Touch tone phone required 
Serv-u (619) 645-8434, 
RL1005-3months 





arersts to artists 


Submissions accepted for 2D and 3D work at 
Generations Gallery and the Gallery Dining 


Room (2D work), Multicultural Heritage Centre, 
Stony Plain. Ph Linda Stanier 963-2777 for into. 


nana22 


if you are bored and you are looking for a place 
to practise your peceling dancing, make-up 


ps on oy hair styling techniques, creative 
arti body 


istry, DJ mixing, and 
that and more. 


337 
during April. 


na031s 


Keaton Call; Looking for lead singers, understud- 
soloists for reaainy of established musi- 

‘Br 940 to book audition. 
Also, auditions now being done for Fringe pro- 


ies an 
¢al. Call Brian at 487- 


duction 

nak329 
Seeking Directors and other stage crew. For 
Sherard Musical Theatre's Fringe Production of 


the G & S Musical “Utopia Limited". Interested 


Applicants Please call Sherard at 467-8478. 


malas 


il 6-21 
Watercolours, acrylics, oils, easels, portfolios 
Helpful artists on staff. Some Golden acrylics, 
Grumbacher brushes 40%. Tri Art acrylics, 
stretched canvas and papers 30%, The Paint 
Spot 10516 Whyte Ave., 432-0240. 


Art Supplies Sale 
Apr 


VW0412-0419 (2wks) 


musicians 


Very experienced rhythm guitarist pop, rock or 
HE Beer or leams extremely fast. Ask for 


Mike 454-749. 


nal412 


Ex Fatman’s Belly frontman looking to start a hard 
rock/rap/electronic band. Call Mike @ 916-1340. 
napat2 


I've got the words. | need the music. Looking for 
multitalented musician for project. Interested, 


call Brenda @ 424-1681. 


nad4i2 
Guitarists for lead and rhythm for a blues rock 


band. Please call Rick @ 466-7632. 


9a0405 


433-0138 


____10848 - 82 Avenue, Edmonton _ 









Intimate Times 
COUPLES SWING CLUB 


458-1535 . 
e-mail intimate/times@hotmail.com 
PL.a203-0631 (52 wks) 


Ann Marie 
PETITE, VERY FRIENDLY 
AVAILABLE FOR OUT CALLS 
945-3384, 


ae W904 12-0503 (Ais) 
TINA 
945-1798 
ive, slim, h tious and friendly. 
Abc ea rea Ml 
(St. Albert/Leduc/Nisku). 
\VW0022-0510 (Bwks) 0510-0531 (+4ycs) 


MELODY 


Brunettes are fun too, call and see for yourself. 
Outeall., Reasonable rates. 


413-0580 
__. MWNO215-0415 (Bhs) 


"THE PERFECT PICK-UP LINE 
Local singles. live connections. 
Enter free tral coder 1996 
ter ree WaT COE: To BLAIS: ted 


Q painting...1 might 
just have a free oy po for you to do all of 
Cal and we will plan for The 

Ringe and other fundraising events, Ph 483- 
, ask for Maven on the voice mail. Auditions 








music 


Punk Drummer needed. Must like to play fast, 
and practice twice a week. Attitude a must. E- 
mail<mailto:blair1476@yahoo.com>blair1476@ 
yahoo.com, Blair Piggott 

nad412 


Guitarist wanted for rock covers/originals band 
Part Time. MUST have flexible schedule. Rick: 
796-3500 (local) or rick@kamokrew.com <mail- 
to:rick@kamokrew.com> 


nadei2 

Serious raspy singer looking to join alt. rock 

oe Infl. Creed, Finger Hi, Fuel. Ph Guy @ 983- 
717. 

mad405 


Bass_player/songwriter wanted for rock band. 
Snainala ney open-minded w/ great attitude. 
Ph Darren 436-2784. 


Lead guitar player w/ some lead vocals wanted 
eeaP for country/rock band. Call Tracy 1-800- 
661-5210. 

___ 0405 


Absorb—diverse metal band needs dedicated, per- 
manent turntableist. Diversity and experience an 
asset. If interested call Red @ 488-3357. Thanks. 

na0405, 


Phat drummer wanted for groove machine. Ages 
12-1,500,000, Evan 481-9732. 


Cello/fretless bass, world music, acoustic/elec- 
tric _infl. Mature/ethinic/experimental. Ph 424- 
6796. 

nad405, 


Experienced side drummers and pipers wanted 
for the Clan MacNaughton Pipe Band, Call 
Stewart 987-5261. Prctices Monday nights. 


Wanted guitarist with yocals hard wood Must 
be willing to travel lots. Call Steve 403-578-4371 
e-mail bsound@telusplanet.net. 

NAO4O5 


Drummer with vocals needed immediatly able to 
travel blues,rock,top 40 Ph. Steve @ 403-278- 
4371. e-m: bsound@telusplanet.net. 

ne0329 


You're a bassman with groove and feel rooted 
deep and smooth. Can play anything. Solid. 
Secure. Positive. Can you sing? Ph, 432-0262 or 
433-6012. 

ne0S29 


Looking for bassist, drummer and keyboardist 
for gigging original/cover rock-based band. CD 
release parties in summer. Call 462-1215. ae 

9 


Rock band seeking professionally-minded singer, 
Strong stage presence and writing ability required 
for original project. Call Mike 463-9680, 


Bass player wanted for versatile rock trio. Must 
be creative and open minded. Infl: Police, Tea 
Party, Rush. Ph Arvind 464-3646, Mike 464- 
0760. 

na0322 


Male yocalist wanted for hard. rock band. Infl: 
Finger Eleven, Godsmack, Creed. Call Brent 443- 
0647 or 3-m simplybrent@hotmail.com 


Wanted: Bass Bech for original band. Inf: Meat 
Puppets, The Band, Grapes of Wrath. Call Robin 
@ 406-6633. Be 


Wanted: Guitar player for top 40 originals proj- 
ect. Knowledge of t coy ani pau killer feel 
are assets. Paying gigs. Dave 488-7923. 


Wanted: Bass player for gigs and possibly record- 
ing w/top 40 originals project. Dave 468-7923. 
na0322 


Local est. Female Pro Singer with home studio 
and rehearsal space seeks partners who know 
they still have the goods to make it on their own 
Nuff said? Style is MOR somewhat rock driven, 
uplifting, spirited. Serious calls Ph 905-8780. 
20315 
Turtle Crossing needs female background/lead 
singer. 20-30, responsible, easy eens for original 


folk, pop, country, rock, 428-34 
per ov na03isS 


8am-4pm (flexible). 
Must own your own mini-van 
or small truck. 
Must be and reliable. 
Pleasant, regular routine. 
Please call Mel @ 907-0570. 








employment 





TRAVEL-teach English: Job guaranteed. 
5day/40hr May 2. TESOL teacher cert. course 


or by corresp. 
FREE info pore 1-888°270-2941. 





www.canadianglobal.net. 
wots. 
for nt 
ARTISTS 
Painters and Com 


Businesses wanted to lease space. 
Various sizes, character wooden building 
near NAIT, Call 10am-Spm. 413-9676. 


For Rent 
Large two bedroom condo. 11007-83 Ave., 
850.00 per month, Call 433-4981. 
{VW0412-0418 (2wks) 


help wanted 





Receptionist position available immediately for 
very busy tatoo and piercing studio in 
Edmonton. Send resume and personal photo to 


Peppertree Post Office, Box 74076, i 
Edmonton, AB, TSK 257. 
_YWt0329-0412 (wks) 


Endangered Species need protection. Paid positions 
with Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society to 
organise public support. Ph Cora @ 432-0967. 

0822-0510 (wks) 


massage therapy 


Deep relaxation massage for your aching body. 
Whyte Avenue area. Non-sexual. 
Almasta 405-8765. 
VW0329=05 17 (Bwks) 


music instruction 


Irish tin whistle, 
Private instruction: focus 
_ _ on individual! Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, as music instruction si 


7 








Guitar Instruction 
Best rates all day everyday. Set your own 
schedule. Most styles of music. Theory, 
composition, ear training and all of the basics. 
Call jeff anytime 464-7672. 
\VWO412-0419 (2wks) 


photographer 





Need awesome photos? Spunky, local, 
free-lancer can help you. 
Call Bleary’i’d @ 437-5872 or 945-6435. 
: ‘VW0405-0526 (wks) 


real estate 
BUSINESS FOR SALE 
The MacEachern TeaHouse & Restaurant 
Over 12 years in business. Renovated ne 
quarters upstairs, Turn ke pperations $159,000, 
(780) 446-3125. 
: WWv0201- 0419(8 wks) | 





Condo For Sale 
ae two bedroom condo, 11007-83 Ave., 
$110.000. Possession May 1. 433-4981. 
\¥W04 12-0419 (2wks) 


service 


: Attaining Aging Benefits 
Get time wise skin care for softer younger look- 
ing skin. Call me to try skim care products. 
MK Beauly Consultants, 
Selina Ho @ (780) 489-2675. 





(Bwks) 


shared accommodation 


ee 
ree +Launi 50-+uy +shed utils 45: i 
be ” RS ‘0529-0442 (Gs) 


volunteers « 












The National Organization for Victims | 
Assistance. Recp tia nee for an interna- : 
tional conference to be held in Edmonton aoe 





19-24. If you are energetic, responsible, relia 
and want to hele aren at 423-4 
or Jocelyn at 4 


lease call 





721. ‘ 





to pre-register Call 496-4948 
Volunteer drivers needed: Seniors Ca 
Reatacst recruiting part-time liens to 
frail seniors to ABBE tiner Info ph 
Honoranium issued for gas. 





leers mergency 
Volunteer Resou 










Lane lanes 
Halls, 











BORED ? 


WANNA HAVE SOME FUN ? 


a 
he tea 


TREE TRIAL 
o FREE call: For MEN re) 
cal 3-7676 __ eA i S-4646 


mi adics NES 
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